
THE MO DEEN EEA DEE’S BIBLE
A SERIES OF WORKS FROM THE SACRED SCRIPTURES PRESENTED 

IN MODERN LITERARY FORM

Ί

THE KINGS

EDITED, WITH AN INTRODUCTION AND NOTES

BY .

RICHARD G. MOULTON, M.A. (CAMB.), PH.D. (PENN.)
PROFESSOR OF LITERATURE IN ENGLISH IN THE 

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

Neto Dork

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY
LONDON: MACMILLAN & CO., LTD.

1896

All rights reserved



INTRODUCTION

THE present volume is entitled ‘The Kings.’ But 
though kings may give a title to this period of Bible his­
tory, they are not its heroes. Previous volumes have 
brought out how the people of Israel had revolted from 
the invisible kingship which had once distinguished them 
from the nations, and had insisted upon visible rulers who 
should succeed by natural descent; how at the same time 
had grown up a never-failing order of Prophets, for whom 
no commission was necessary except the spiritual power 
of their message as they claimed to speak in the name 
of Jehovah. Thus two opposing forces henceforward con­
stitute the government of Israel: it is a Secular Kingship, 
side by side with a Theocracy of which the spokesmen are 
the Prophets.

I have explained that it is not the purpose of the present 
series to construct a scientific history of Israel such as 
would satisfy historical inquiry, but to render assistance in 
catching the impression of the national history that is part 
of the national literature, its elements standing to one 
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->3 introduction

another in just such relations as commend themselves to 
the national consciousness. Of the three books entering 
into this volume the first and third present no difficulties 
in this respect; the sacred history is here transparently 
clear. But in the book which intervenes, from the nature 
of the case the history is complex; and the reader will do 
well to grasp the landmarks of the period before he plunges 
into the details.

The first of these books — eighth in the whole series — 
narrates the reigns of David and Solomon. The general 
character stamped upon this period of history is hardly 
apparent in this book ; there can be no great conflict be­
tween king and prophet when the spirit of prophecy has 
been absorbed by the king. The personality of David is 
perhaps the most splendid in all history. The great of 
other peoples have to choose between different kinds of 
greatness; they may be mighty in the world of action, — 
heroes of war, of policy, of enterprise ; or as poets, artists, 
thinkers, they may have a greatness that belongs to the 
world within. David is in both kinds of greatness the 
supreme hero of his nation. He is the warrior of Israel, 
and the founder of the monarchv from whom all kings trace 
their reigns. He is equally the centre of Hebrew poetry, 
with whose name both earlier and later song is associated 
in the Book of Psalms. He is the inventor in musical art; 
whereas the Greeks never learned the art of combining 
lyre and flute, David's orchestra of cornet, trumpets, cym- 
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Introduction 6«״

bals, psalteries, and harps shows the union of strings, 
wind, and percussion which is supposed to constitute the 
distinctiveness of modern music. With him as head is 
further associated whatever else of art is permitted to the 
Hebrews : the architecture of Solomon’s temple is designed 
by his father, and he establishes the courses of sacred 
ritual which constitute Israel’s highest art. And all this 
splendour of achievement is crowned with a personality 
that is intensely human, and lovable in all human relation­
ships. Accordingly, David is the hero of this book of the 
history; it is occupied with narrating his capture of the 
impregnable Jerusalem, its solemn inauguration as the capi- 
tai of Jehovah’s monarchy, with his building of the royal 
palace and the preparations for the temple, and with the 
various wars by which the kingdom was consolidated, and 
neighbouring peoples thrown into such subordination that 
henceforward Israel appears as one of the family of great 
nations, with no foes to fear but such as constitute the great 
empires of history. Most appropriately this book includes 
some of the royal minstrel’s poetical compositions : a song 
of victory which may be called the masterpiece of sacred 
lyrics, and the touching 1 last words ’ of David, acknow- 
!edging how the Divine favour has been over his reign, —

as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, 
A morning without clouds ;

When the tender grass springe th out of the earth, 
Through clear shining after rain.
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But the history of David includes the story of a crime,— 
an adulterous passion ending in intrigue and murder. This 
brings a curse upon his household; and a large portion of 
this eighth book is occupied in narrating, with the full 
power of epic story, the feud between the sons of David 
and the rebellion of Absalom. Here then is an opportu­
nity for prophetic remonstrance to appear even in the reign 
of the man after God’s own heart. At three points is found 
the prophetic opposition to the king: by Nathan the project 
of building the temple is suspended in the name of God; 
by the same Nathan the rebuke is sent for the sin of 
Uriah’s murder; and after the sin, whatever that sin may 
have been, of numbering the people, the prophet Gad ap­
pears to denounce the judgment.

What David achieves, Solomon carries further. If David 
founded a kingdom, Solomon extended this to an empire. 
If David had the honour of ordering the service of Jeho­
vah, it was reserved for his son to lay the art and riches 
of Tyre under contribution to crown the Divine service 
with the temple. David is the centre of Hebrew poetry, 
Solomon is the founder of its wisdom, — a wisdom which 
the queen of distant Sheba comes to admire. It would 
seem that this wisdom of Solomon, which the incident of 
the dream at Gibeon makes in a special degree a thing of 
heavenly gift, occupies at this point of the history the posi­
tion of prominence which elsewhere is given to prophecy. 
But the son no less than the father falls a victim to
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female influence. And Solomon sins on an imperial scale: 
I strange women,’ from the daughter of Pharaoh downward, 
fill the kingdom with external and idolatrous rites. Thus 
at the close of the reign the antagonistic elements reappear; 
from the commencement, when Nathan assisted to secure 
the inheritance to Solomon against the usurpation of Adoni- 
jah, there is no mention of prophets until Ahijah is seen 
giving the sanction of the theocracy to the rebel Jeroboam.

We are thus brought to the ninth book, which deals with 
the Schism and the Kingdoms of Judah and Israel side by 
side. This complex and difficult book has in external 
appearance a mechanical arrangement: successive sections 
keep the history of Judah and Israel as nearly parallel as 
the nature of the case permits. But the spirit of the nar­
rative is quite different from what this might suggest. The 
whole is told from the prophetic point of view ; and accord­
ingly it is the kingdom of Israel which has the prominence, 
as the main theatre of the contest between Jehovah and 
the false worship of other gods. The history of Judah is 
here subordinate, and is treated as it appears from the point 
of view of the northern kingdom.

Three periods may be distinguished in the history of the 
double kingdom. The first is occupied with the house of 
Jeroboam, and the house of Baasha which followed in the 
second generation. At first, as already noted, prophecy is 
on the side of the revolt. But Jeroboam is scarcely secure 
on his throne before he establishes the worship of the
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calves, to intercept the pilgrimages to Jerusalem; he at 
once becomes the chief aim of prophetic denunciation,— 
the Jeroboam the son of Nebat who taught Israel to sin. 
The inauguration of his idolatrous worship is encountered 
by the nameless prophet from Judah, who afflicts the king, 
rends the altar, and with prophetic insight points through 
the future generations to the grand reformation of Josiah. 
And Ahijah himself lives long enough to denounce to the 
wife of Jeroboam the immediate death of her son, and the 
further doom of her seed until the kingdom shall be rent 
from them.

After various usurpations we reach the central period 
of the northern kingdom in the house of Omri. The 
founder of the dynasty builds Samaria, the splendid capital 
of the north. In the next generation we have Ahab, and 
his more famous queen, Jezebel of Tyre. Here it is no 
case of derelictions in the worship of Jehovah ; the religion 
of Baal is fully established throughout the land, and the 
worshippers of Israel's God have to be hidden in caves and 
dens. The crisis brings out the full strength of the pro­
phetic order in the splendid names of Elijah and Elisha. 
The two are inseparable; not only is Elisha “ he that 
poured water on the hands of Elijah.‘’ and obtained a 
double portion of his spirit, but the commission actually 
given to the older prophet at the cave of Horeb is in the 
main carried out by his successor. Another feature of this 
period must be borne in mind: there is at this point a
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rapprochement between Israel and Judah. Jehoshaphat 
is the king of Judah λνΐιο seeks to unite the sendee of 
Jehovah with the friendship of Ahab, until the ill-fated 
alliance meets its doom in the battle of Ramoth-gilead. 
And his son weds a bride of the house of Omri,— the 
notorious Athaliah, who as queen-mother to Ahaziah estab­
lishes the worship of Baal for a time in Jerusalem itself. 
This whole phase of history culminates in the famous con­
spiracy of Jehu, who under commission from Elisha extir­
pates the family of Ahab and Jezebel and the worship of 
Baal, and as a detail in the process brings death to the 
allied king of Judah. Throughout this period of the house 
of Omri biblical history reaches its most vivid picturing. 
The leading figures stand out with individual distinctness : 
Ahab, luxury-loving, with a heart never entirely weaned 
from the old worship, and reaching by a tardy repentance 
the mercy of not seeing the worst with his own eyes ; Jeze­
bel, grim and whole-hearted in her contest on behalf of 
Baal; Jehoshaphat, the courtly trimmer; Jehu, the ‘furious 
driver,’ who drives his commission of Divine vengeance 
through all bounds of fraud and violence; while as repre­
sentatives of the spiritual forces in antagonism with these, 
Elijah and Elisha stand out as the giants of prophetic 
history.

The third period in the history of the northern kingdom 
is occupied with the house of Jehu, and the usurping kings 
that followed. Here the two kingdoms fall away from 
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their temporary rapprochement, and their history moves 
in different directions. In Judah, Athaliah and her wor­
ship of Baal are overthrown by the revolution which puts 
on the throne the youthful Joash, and the high priest 
Jehoiada is able to make a covenant between the LORD and 
the king and the people, that they should be the LORD’S 
people. The lukewarmness of successors, even the per­
sonal idolatry of Ahaz, do not seem seriously to infect the 
people of the southern kingdom. On the other hand, the 
reigns of Jehu and his successors seem so many stages in 
the fall of Israel. Under Jehu himself ‘־the LORD began 
to cut Israel short,” and the east of Jordan is lost to the 
Syrian foe. The Syrian oppression continues during the 
next reign:

But the LORD was gracious unto them, and had compassion 
on them, and had respect unto them, because of his covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not destroy them, 
neither cast he them from his presence as yet.

Under Jehoash and Jeroboam there is a restoration of the 
border of Israel —

according to the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, which 
he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah the son of Amittai, 
the prophet, which was of Gath-hepher. For the LORD saw 
the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter: for there was 
none shut up nor left at large, neither was there any helper 
for Israel. And the LORD said not that he would blot out 
the name of Israel from under heaven : but he saved them by 
the hand of Jeroboam.
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But when we reach the fourth descendant of Jehu, and his 
usurping successors, the Assyrian foe appears that is to 
make an end to the history of the northern kingdom ; and 
the narrative grows into a general review and denunciation 
of the sins of Israel: their secret service in the cities, and 
Asherim on every hill; their hardening of the neck against 
the prophets and seers sent to warn them.

And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he made 
with their fathers, and his testimonies which he testified unto 
them ; and they followed vanity, and became vain, and went 
after the nations that were round about them, concerning 
whom the LORD had charged them that they should not do 
like them. And they forsook all the commandments of the 
LORD their God, and made them molten images, even two 
calves, and made an Asherah, and worshipped all the host of 
heaven, and served Baal. And they caused their sons and 
their daughters to pass through the fire, and used divination 
and enchantments, and sold themselves to do that which was 
evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger. 
Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed 
them out of his sight: there was none left but the tribe of 
Judah only.

The book ends with a brief description of the carrying 
away of northern Israel into captivity at Babylon ; and in 
a tone of scorn tells of the hybrid people left to fill their 
place in Samaria: a people who “ feared the LORD and 
served their own gods.”

The tenth book is simple and straightforward in its his-
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tory, following the Kingdom of Judah to its Captivity. It 
commences with the glorious reign of Hezekiah, a period 
dominated by the personality of the prophet Isaiah. After 
the reign of Manasseh, related without any suggestion of 
his repentance, and that of Amon, in whom no redeeming 
feature appears, we reach another great name in Josiah. 
The one event of the reign is the reformation ensuing upon 
the discovery of the roll of the law; a reformation too late 
to save the guilty kingdom, though the righteous king is to 
be spared the sight of the overthrow. Though it is a 
prophetess who foretells the coming doom, yet the heroes 
of this episode are a scribe and a priest, discoverers of the 
law; and here we seem to have a foretaste of what is to 
be the history of the future. The troubled reigns which 
follow arc so many stages of the coming captivity.

All three books, though in form regular history, are in 
their spirit history told from the prophetic point of view; 
where secular events are treated it is in the barest style of 
annals, where events touch the controversy between God 
and his people the narrative rises to the height of epic 
interest. Taking a general view of the whole, we may see a 
change of character in the prophetic element of these books. 
Prophetic action will naturally include miracle, but we now 
begin to see the miraculous part of it becoming an interest 
in itself. The “sign of the prophet’ is at first the symbolic 
act — tearing of robe or rending of altar—which serves 
merely as text for the prophetic message. But gradually 
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it comes to be the wonder-working act which draws atten­
tion for its own sake: the cycle of Elisha stories reads 
for the most part as a succession of mystic wonders, 
much like the cycle of Samson with its feats of physical 
strength: wonders of axe heads swimming, a cruse of oil 
multiplying, children cursed and destroyed by bears, lep­
rosy healed or returning at the prophet’s word. There 
appears a decadence, not in prophecy itself, but in the atti­
tude of the public mind to prophecy I the wonder of the 
sign becomes to the on-looking people more than the moral 
truth which that sign is to convey. When the national 
corruption has proceeded so far as to use the Divine instru­
ment of its correction for a means of wondering diversion, 
the ministry of prophecy is nearing its end. So in the far 
future, when the history of Israel shall have reached its 
last period, the nation will have become “an evil and 
adulterous generation that seeketh after a sign.”

* * 
*

The text is that of the Revised Version, the marginal 
alternatives of that version being often adopted. For the 
use of it I express my obligations to the University Presses 
of Oxford and Cambridge. In explanation of the scanti­
ness of the notes I repeat that this work does not profess 
to be in any way a guide to actual history; it is intended 
only as a help in the reading of historic literature. For

XV 



-9g Introduction

such a purpose I believe it is no slight assistance to have 
the matter arranged in its logical divisions; when this has 
been done it is desirable to interpose as little as possible 
between the reader and the work. It will be found inter­
esting to read separately the prophetic stories, which take 
the place of the epic stories of earlier historic books.
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OR THE CHOSEN NATION UNDER A 
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BOOK VIII

THE REIGNS OF DAVID AND SOLOMON



1. And it came to pass after this, that David inquired 
of the LORD, saying, Shall I go up into any of the cities 
of Judah? And the LORD said unto him, Go up. And 
David said, Whither shall I go up? And he said, Unto 
Hebron. So David went up thither, and his two wives 
also, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of 
Nabal the Carmelite. And his men that were with him 
did David bring up, every man with his household: and 
they dwelt in the cities of Hebron. And the men of 
Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the 
house of Judah.

And they told David, saying, The men of Jabesh-gilead 
were they that buried Saul. And David sent messengers 
unto the men of Jabesh-gilead, and said unto them, Blessed 
be ye of the LORD, that ye have shewed this kindness 
unto your lord, even unto Saul, and have buried him. 
And now the LORD shew kindness and truth unto you: 
and I also will requite you this kindness, because ye have 
done this thing. Now therefore let your hands be strong, 
and be ye valiant: for Saul your lord is dead, and also the 
house of Judah have anointed me king over them.

Now Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul’s host, had 
taken Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and brought him over 
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Book VIII -^θ Bible History

to Alahanaim ; and he made him king over Gilead, and 
over the Ashurites, and over Jezreel, and over Ephraim, 
and over Benjamin, and over all Israel. (Ish-bosheth 
Saul’s son was forty years old when he began to reign 
over Israel, and he reigned two years.) But the house 
of Judah followed David. And the time that David was 
king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years 
and six months.

And Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ish- 
bosheth the son of Saul, went out from Mahanaim to 
Gibeon. And Joab the son of Zeruiah, and the servants 
of David, went out, and met them by the pool of Gibeon; 
and they sat down, the one on the one side of the pool, 
and the other on the other side of the pool. And Abner 
said to Joab, Let the young men, I pray thee, arise and 
play before us. And Joab said, Let them arise. Then 
they arose and went over by number; twelve for Benja­
min, and for Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of 
the servants of David. And they caught every one his 
fellow by the head, and thrust his sword in his fellow’s 
side ; so they fell down together: wherefore that place 
was called Helkath-hazzurim, which is in Gibeon. And 
the battle was very sore that day ; and Abner was beaten, 
and the men of Israel, before the servants of David. 
And the three sons of Zeruiah were there, Joab, and 
Abishai, and Asahel: and Asahel was as light of foot as 
a wild roe. And Asahel pursued after Abner; and in 
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going he turned not to the right hand nor to the left from 
following Abner. Then Abner looked behind him, and 
said. Is it thou, Asahel? And he answered, It is 1. And 
Abner said to him, Turn thee aside to thy right hand or 
to thy left, and lay thee hold on one of the young men, 
and take thee his armour. But Asahel would not turn 
aside from following of him. And Abner said again to 
Asahel, Turn thee aside from following me: wherefore 
should I smite thee to the ground? how then should I 
hold up my face to Joab thy brother? Howbeit he re­
fused to turn aside: wherefore Abner with the hinder 
end of the spear smote him in the belly, that the spear 
came out behind him; and he fell down there, and died 
in the same place: and it came to pass, that as many as 
came to the place where Asahel fell down and died stood 
still. But Joab and Abishai pursued after Abner: and 
the sun went down w7hen they were come to the hill of 
Ammah, that lieth before Giah by the way of the wilder­
ness of Gibeon. And the children of Benjamin gathered 
themselves together after Abner, and became one band, 
and stood on the top of an hill. Then Abner called to 
Joab, and said, Shall the sword devour for ever? knowest 
thou not that it will be bitterness in the latter end? how 
long shall it be then, ere thou bid the people return from 
following their brethren? And Joab said, As God liveth, 
if thou hadst not spoken, surely then in the morning the 
people had gone away, nor followed every one his brother.
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So Joab blew the trumpet, and all the people stood still, 
and pursued after Israel no more, neither fought they any 
more. And Abner and his men went all that night 
through the Arabah; and they passed over Jordan, and 
went through all Bithron, and came to Mahanaim. And 
Joab returned from following Abner: and when he had 
gathered all the people together, there lacked of David’s 
servants nineteen men and Asahel. But the servants of 
David had smitten of Benjamin, and of Abner’s men, so 
that three hundred and threescore men died. And they 
took up Asahel, and buried him in the sepulchre of his 
father, which was in Beth-lehem. And Joab and his men 
went all night, and the day brake upon them at Hebron.

Now there was long war between the house of Saul 
and the house of David; and David waxed stronger 
and stronger, but the house of Saul waxed weaker and 
weaker.

Family of David
And unto David were sons born in Hebron : and his first­

born was Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; and his 
second, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite; 
and the third, Absalom the son of Maacah the daughter of 
Talmai king of Geshur; and the fourth, Adonijah the son of 
Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; and 
the sixth, Ithream, of Eglah David's wife. These were born 
to David in Hebron.
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And it came to pass, while there was war between the 
house of Saul and the house of David, that Abner made 
himself strong in the house of Saul. Now Saul had a 
concubine, whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah : 
and Ish-bosheth said to Abner, Wherefore hast thou gone 
in unto my father’s concubine? Then was Abner very 
wroth for the words of Ish-bosheth, and said, Am I a 
dog’s head that belongeth to Judah? This day do I shew 
kindness unto the house of Saul thy father, to his breth­
ren, and to his friends, and have not delivered thee into the 
hand of David, and yet thou chargest me this day with a 
fault concerning this woman. God do so to Abner, and 
more also, if, as the LORD hath sworn to David, I do not 
even so to him; to translate the kingdom from the house 
of Saul, and to set up the throne of David over Israel, and 
over Judah, from Dan even to Beer-sheba. And he could 
not answer Abner another word, because he feared him.

And Abner sent messengers to David on his behalf, say­
ing, Whose is the land? saying also, Make thy league with 
me, and, behold, my hand shall be with thee, to bring 
about all Israel unto thee. And he said, Well; I will 
make a league with thee: but one thing I require of thee, 
that is, thou shalt not see my face, except thou first bring 
Michal Saul’s daughter, when thou comest to see my face. 
And David sent messengers to Ish-bosheth Saul’s son, 
saying, Deliver me my wife Michal, whom I betrothed to 
me for an hundred foreskins of the Philistines. And Ish- 
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bosheth sent, and took her from her husband, even from 
Paltiel the son of Laish. And her husband went with her, 
weeping as he went, and followed her to Bahurim. Then 
said Abner unto him, Go, return: and he returned.

And Abner had communication with the elders of 
Israel, saying, in times past ye sought for David to be 
king over you : now then do it: for the LORD hath spoken 
of David, saying, By the hand of my servant David I will 
save my people Israel out of the hand of the Philistines, 
and out of the hand of all their enemies. And Abner also 
spake in the ears of Benjamin : and Abner went also to 
speak in the ears of David in Hebron all that seemed good 
to Israel, and to the whole house of Benjamin. So Abner 
came to David to Hebron, and twenty men with him. 
And David made Abner and the men that were with him 
a feast. And Abner said unto David, I will arise and go, 
and will gather all Israel unto my lord the king, that they 
may make a covenant with thee, and that thou mayest 
reign over all that thy soul desireth. And David sent 
Abner away; and he went in peace. And, behold, the 
servants of David and Joab came from a foray, and brought 
in a great spoil with them: but Abner was not with 
David in Hebron; for he had sent him away, and he was 
gone in peace. When Joab and all the host that was with 
him were come, they told Joab, saying, Abner the son of 
Ner came to the king, and he hath sent him away, and he 
is gone in peace. Then Joab came to the king, and said, 
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What hast thou done? behold, Abner came unto thee; 
why is it that thou hast sent him away, and he is quite 
gone? Thouknowest Abner the son of Ner, that he came 
to deceive thee, and to know thy going out and thy com­
ing in, and to know all that thou doest. And when Joab 
was come out from David, he sent messengers after Abner, 
and they brought him back from the well of Sirah : but 
David knew it not. And when Abner was returned to 
Hebron, Joab took him aside into the midst of the gate to 
speak with him quietly, and smote him there in the belly, 
that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother. And 
afterward when David heard it, he said, I and my kingdom 
are guiltless before the LORD for ever from the blood of 
Abner the son of Ner: let it fall upon the head of Joab, 
and upon all his father’s house ; and let there not fail from 
the house of Joab one that hath an issue, or that is a leper, 
or that leaneth on a staff, or that falleth by the sword, 
or that lacketh bread. So Joab and Abishai his brother 
slew Abner, because he had killed their brother Asahel at 
Gibeon in the battle.

And David said to Joab, and to all the people that were 
with him, Rend your clothes, and gird you with sackcloth, 
and mourn before Abner. And king David followed the 
bier. And they buried Abner in Hebron : and the king 
lifted up his voice, and wept at the grave of Abner; and 
all the people wept. And the king lamented for Abner, 
and said:
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Should Abner die
As a fool dieth ?

Thy hands were not bound, 
Nor thy feet put into fetters :

As a man falleth before the children of iniquity, 
So didst thou fall.

And all the people wept again over him. And all the 
people came to cause David to eat bread while it was yet 
day ; but David sware, saying, God do so to me, and more 
also, if I taste bread, or aught else, till the sun be down. 
And all the people took notice of it, and it pleased them : 
as whatsoever the king did pleased all the people. So all 
the people and all Israel understood that day that it was 
not of the king to slay Abner the son of Ner. And the 
king said unto his servants, Know ye not that there is a 
prince and a great man fallen this day in Israel? And I 
am this day weak, though anointed king; and these men 
the sons of Zeruiah be too hard for me : the LORD reward 
the wicked doer according to his wickedness.

And when Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son,1 heard that Abner 
was dead in Hebron, his hands became feeble, and all the 
Israelites were troubled. And Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, had

1 Now Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son that was lame of his feet. He was 
five years old when the tidings came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel, 
and his nurse took him up, and fled: and it came to pass, as she made haste 
to flee, that he fell, and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth.
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two men that were captains of bands : the name of the one 
was Baanah, and the name of the other Rechab, the sons 
of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the children of Benjamin.1 
And the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and 
Baanah, went, and came about the heat of the day to the 
house of Ish-bosheth, as he took his rest at noon. And 
they came thither into the midst of the house, as though 
they would have fetched wheat; and they smote him in 
the belly: and Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped. 
Now when they came into the house, as he lay on his bed 
in his bedchamber, they smote him, and slew him, and 
beheaded him, and took his head, and went by the way of 
the Arabah all night. And they brought the head of Ish- 
bosheth unto David to Hebron, and said to the king, 
Behold the head of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul thine 
enemy, which sought thy life ; and the LORD hath avenged 
my lord the king this day of Saul, and of his seed. And 
David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons 
of Rimmon the Beerothite, and said unto them, As the 
LORD liveth, who hath redeemed my soul out of all adver­
sity, when one told me, saying, Behold, Saul is dead, 
thinking to have brought good tidings, I took hold of 
him, and slew him in Ziklag, which was the reward I gave 
him for his tidings. How much more, when wicked men 
have slain a righteous person in his own house upon his

1 For Beeroth also is reckoned to Benjamin: and the Beerothites fled to 
Gittaim, and have been sojourners there until this day.

13



Book VIII -*3 Bible History

bed, shall I not now require his blood of your hand, and 
take you away from the earth? And David commanded 
his young men, and they slew them, and cut off their 
hands and their feet, and hanged them up beside the pool 
in Hebron. But they took the head of Ish-bosheth, and 
buried it in the grave of Abner in Hebron.

Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto Hebron, 
and spake, saying. Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. 
In times past, when Saul was king over us, it was thou 
that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and the LORD 
said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou 
shalt be prince over Israel. So all the elders of Israel 
came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a 
covenant with them in Hebron before the LORD : and 
they anointed David king over Israel.

2. David was thirty years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned forty years. In Hebron he reigned over 
Judah seven years and six months: and in Jerusalem 
he reigned thirty and three years over all Israel and 
Judah.

And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against 
the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land: which spake 
unto David, saying, Thou shalt not come in hither, but 
the blind and the lame shall turn thee away: thinking, 
David cannot come in hither. Nevertheless David took 
the strong hold of Zion ; the same is the city of David.
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And David said on that day, Whosoever smiteth the 
Jebusites, let him get up to the watercourse; and as for 
the lame and the blind, that are hated of David’s soul — 
wherefore they say, There are the blind and the lame ; 
he cannot come into the house. And David dwelt in the 
strong hold, and called it the city of David. And David 
built round about from Millo and inward. And David 
waxed greater and greater; for the LORD, the God of 
hosts, was with him.

3. And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, 
and cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons : and they 
built David an house. And David perceived that the 
LORD had established him king over Israel, and that he 
had exalted his kingdom for his people Israel’s sake.

Family of David
And David took him more concubines and wives out of 

Jerusalem, after he was come from Hebron : and there were 
yet sons and daughters born to David. And these be the 
names of those that were born unto him in Jerusalem ; Sham- 
mua, and Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon, and Ibhar, and 
Elishua; and Nepheg, and Japhia; and Elishama, and Eliada, 
and Eliphelet.

4. And when the Philistines heard that they had 
anointed David king over Israel, all the Philistines went 
up to seek David; and David heard of it, and went down
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to the hold. Now the Philistines had come and spread 
themselves in the valley of Rephaim. And David inquired 
of the LORD, saying, Shall I go up against the Philistines? 
wilt thou deliver them into mine hand? And the LORD 
said unto David, Go up: for I will certainly deliver the 
Philistines into thine hand. And David came to Baal- 
perazim, and David smote them there; and he said, The 
LORD hath ‘broken’ mine enemies before me, like the 
breach of waters. Therefore he called the name of that 
place ‘ Baal-perazim.‘ And they left their images there, 
and David and his men took them away.

And the Philistines came up yet again, and spread them­
selves in the valley of Rephaim. And when David in­
quired of the LORD, he said, Thou shalt not go up: make 
a circuit behind them, and come upon them over against 
the mulberry trees. And it shall be, when thou hearest 
the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry trees, 
that then thou shalt bestir thyself: for then is the LORD 
gone out before thee to smite the host of the Philistines. 
And David did so, as the LORD commanded him; and 
smote the Philistines from Geba until thou come to Gezer.

5. And David again gathered together all the chosen 
men of Israel, thirty thousand. And David arose, and 
went with all the people that were with him, from Baale 
Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God, which is 
called by the Name, even the name of the LORD of hosts 
that sitteth upon the cherubim. And they set the ark of
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God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of 
Abinadab that was in the hill: and Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. And they brought 
it out of the house of Abinadab, which was in the hill, 
with the ark of God : and Ahio went before the ark. And 
David and all the house of Israel played before the LORD 
with all manner of instruments made of fir wood, and with 
harps, and with psalteries, and with timbrels, and with 
castanets, and with cymbals. And when they came to the 
threshing-floor of Nacon, Uzzah put forth his hand to the 
ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen stumbled. 
And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; 
and God smote him there for his error; and there he died 
by the ark of God. And David was displeased, because 
the LORD had 4 broken forth י upon Uzzah: and he called 
that place i Perez-uzzah,’ unto this day. And David was 
afraid of the LORD that day; and he said, How shall the 
ark of the LORD come unto me ? So David would not re­
move the ark of the LORD unto him into the city of David ; 
but David carried it aside into the house of Obed-edom the 
Gittite. And the ark of the LORD remained in the house 
of Obed-edom the Gittite three months: and the LORD 
blessed Obed-edom, and all his house. And it was told 
king David, saying, The LORD hath blessed the house of 
Obed-edom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of 
the ark of God. And David went and brought up the 
ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the city of 
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David with joy. And it was so, that when they that bare 
the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed an 
ox and a failing. And David danced before the LORD 
with all his might; and David was girded with a linen 
ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up 
the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with the sound 
of the trumpet. And it was so, as the ark of the LORD 
came into the city of David, that Michal the daughter of 
Saul looked out at the window, and saw king David leap­
ing and dancing before the LORD ; and she despised him 
in her heart. And they brought in the ark of the LORD, 
and set it in its place, in the midst of the tent that David 
had pitched for it: and David offered burnt offerings and 
peace offerings before the LORD. And when David had 
made an end of offering the burnt offering and the»peace 
offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD 
of hosts. And he dealt among all the people, even among 
the whole multitude of Israel, both to men and women, to 
every one a cake of bread, and a portion of flesh, and a 
cake of raisins. So all the people departed every one to 
his house. Then David returned to bless his household. 
And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, 
and said, How glorious was the king of Israel today, who 
uncovered himself today in the eyes of the handmaids of 
his servants, as one of the vain fellows shamelessly uncov- 
ereth himself! And David said unto Michal, It was before 
the LORD, which chose me above thy father, and above all
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his house, to appoint me prince over the people of the 
LORD, over Israel: therefore will I play before the LORD. 
And I will be yet more vile than thus, and will be base in 
mine own sight: but of the handmaids which thou hast 
spoken of, of them shall I be had in honour. And Michal 
the daughter of Saul had no child unto the day of her 
death.

6. And it came to pass, when the king dwelt in his 
house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his ene­
mies round about, that the king said unto Nathan the 
prophet, See now, I dwell in an house of cedar, but the 
ark of God dwelleth within curtains. And Nathan said to 
the king, Go, do all that is in thine heart; for the LORD 
is with thee. And it came to pass the same night, that 
the word of the LORD came unto Nathan, saying, Go and 
tell my servant David, Thus saith the LORD, Shalt thou 
build me an house for me to dwell in ? for I have not dwelt 
in an house since the day that I brought up the children of 
Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have walked in a 
tent and in a tabernacle. In all places wherein I have 
walked with all the children of Israel, spake I a word with 
any of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my 
people Israel, saying, Why have ye not built me an house 
of cedar? Now therefore thus shalt thou say unto my ser­
vant David, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I took thee 
from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, that thou 
shouldest be prince over my people, over Israel: and I 
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have been with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have 
cut off all thine enemies from before thee; and I will make 
thee a great name, like unto the name of the great ones 
that are in the earth. And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in 
their own place, and be moved no more ; neither shall the 
children of wickedness afflict them any more, as at the first, 
and as from the day that I commanded judges to be over 
my people Israel; and I will cause thee to rest from all 
thine enemies. Moreover the LORD telleth thee that the 
LORD will make thee an house. When thy days be ful­
filled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up 
thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, 
and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build an house 
for my name, and I will establish the throne of his king­
dom for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my 
son : if he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the 
rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men; 
but my mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from 
Saul, whom I put away before thee. And thine house and 
thy kingdom shall be made sure for ever before thee : thy 
throne shall be established for ever. According to all 
these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan 
speak unto David.

Then David the king went in, and sat before the LORD : ס ן

and he said, Who am I, O Lord GOD, and what is my 
house, that thou hast brought me thus far? And this was 
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yet a small thing in thine eyes, O Lord GOD ; but thou 
hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a great while 
to come ; and this too after the manner of men, O Lord 
GOD! And what can David say more unto thee? for thou 
knowest thy servant, O Lord GOD. For thy word’s sake, 
and according to thine own heart, hast thou wrought all 
this greatness, to make thy servant know it. Wherefore 
thou art great, O LORD God: for there is none like thee, 
neither is there any God beside thee, according to all that 
we have heard with our ears. And what one nation in the 
earth is like thy people, even like Israel, whom God went 
to redeem unto himself for a people, and to make him a 
name, and to do great things for you, and terrible things 
for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemedst to 
thee out of Egypt, from the nations and their gods ? And 
thou didst establish to thyself thy people Israel to be a 
people unto thee for ever; and thou, LORD, becamest 
their God. And now, O LORD God, the word that thou 
hast spoken concerning thy servant, and concerning his 
house, confirm thou it for ever, and do as thou hast spoken. 
And let thy name be magnified for ever, saying, The LORD 
of hosts is God over Israel: and the house of thy servant 
David shall be established before thee. For thou, O LORD 
of hosts, the God of Israel, hast revealed to thy servant, 
saying, I will build thee an house: therefore hath thy ser­
vant found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee. And 
now, O Lord GOD, thou art God, and thy words are truth, 
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and thou hast promised this good thing unto thy servant: 
now therefore let it please thee to bless the house of thy 
servant, that it may continue for ever before thee: for 
thou, 0 Lord GOD, hast spoken it: and with thy blessing 
let the house of thy servant be blessed for ever.

7. And after this it came to pass, that David smote the 
Philistines, and subdued them : and David took the bridle 
of the mother city out of the hand of the Philistines. And 
he smote Moab, and measured them with the line, making 
them to lie down on the ground; and he measured two 
lines to put to death, and one full line to keep alive. And 
the Moabites became servants to David, and brought pres­
ents. David smote also Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king 
of Zobah, as he went to recover his dominion at the River. 
And David took from him a thousand and seven hundred 
horsemen and twenty thousand footmen: and David 
houghed all the chariot horses, but reserved of them for an 
hundred chariots. And when the Syrians of Damascus came 
to succour Hadadezer king of Zobah, David smote of the 
Syrians two and twenty thousand men. Then David put 
garrisons in Syria of Damascus : and the Syrians became 
servants to David, and brought presents. And the LORD 
gave victory to David whithersoever he went. And David 
took the shields of gold that were on the servants of Had- 
adezer, and brought them to Jerusalem. And from Betah 
and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, king David took 
exceeding much brass. And when Toi king of Hamath 0 o 

22



The Kings δ«- Book VIII

heard that David had smitten all the host of Hadadezer, 
then Toi sent Joram his son unto king David, to salute 
him, and to bless him, because he had fought against Had- 
adezer' and smitten him : for Hadadezer had wars with 
Toi. And Joram brought with him vessels of silver, and 
vessels of gold, and vessels of brass: these also did king 
David dedicate unto the LORD, with the silver and gold 
that he dedicated of all the nations which he subdued; of 
Syria, and of Moab, and of the children of Ammon, and of 
the Philistines, and of Amalek, and of the spoil of Hada- 
dezer, son of Rehob, king of Zobah. And David gat him 
a name when he returned from smiting of the Syrians in 
the Valley of Salt, even eighteen thousand men. And 
he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom put he 
garrisons, and all the Edomites became servants to David. 
And the LORD gave victory to David whithersoever he 
went.

Officers of David

And David reigned over all Israel; and David executed 
judgement and justice unto all his people. And Joab the 
son of Zeruiah was over the host; and Jehoshaphat the son 
of Ahilud was recorder: and Zadok the son of Ahitub, and 
Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, were priests; and Seraiah 
was scribe; and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the 
Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David’s sons were 
priests.
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8. And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the 
house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jona­
than’s sake? And there was of the house of Saul a ser­
vant whose name was Ziba, and they called him unto 
David ; and the king said unto him, Art thou Ziba? And 
he said, Thy servant is he. And the king said, Is there 
not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the 
kindness of God unto him ? And Ziba said unto the king, 
Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame on his feet. And 
the king said unto him, Where is he? And Ziba said 
unto the king, Behold, he is in the house of Machir the 
son of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. Then king David sent, and 
fetched him out of the house of Machir the son of Am- 
miel, from Lo-debar. And Mephibosheth, the son of Jona­
than, the son of Saul, came unto David, and fell on his face, 
and did obeisance. And David said, Mephibosheth. And 
he answered, Behold thy servant! And David said unto 
him, Fear not: for I will surely shew thee kindness for 
Jonathan thy father’s sake, and will restore thee all the 
land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my 
table continually. And he did obeisance, and said, What 
is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead 
dog as lam? Then the king called to Ziba, Saul’s ser­
vant, and said unto him, All that pertained to Saul and to 
all his house have I given unto thy master’s son. And 
thou shalt till the land for him, thou, and thy sons, and 
thy servants ; and thou shalt bring in the fruits, that thy 

24



The Kings B־״ Book VIII

master’s son may have bread to eat: but Mephibosheth 
thy master’s son shall eat bread al way at my table. Now 
Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. Then said 
Ziba unto the king, According to all that my lord the 
king commandeth his servant, so shall thy servant do. 
As for Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall eat at my 
table, as one of the king’s sons. And Mephibosheth had 
a young son, whose name was Mica. And all that dwelt 
in the house of Ziba were servants unto Mephibosheth. 
So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat con­
tinually at the king’s table; and he was lame on both his 
feet.

9. And it came to pass after this, that the king of the 
children of Ammon died, and Hanun his son reigned in 
his stead. And David said, I will shew kindness unto 
Hanun the son of Nahash, as his father shewed kindness 
unto me. So David sent by the hand of his servants to 
comfort him concerning his father. And David’s servants 
came into the land of the children of Ammon. But the 
princes of the children of Ammon said unto Hanun their 
lord, Thinkest thou that David doth honour thy father, 
that he hath sent comforters unto thee? hath not David 
sent his servants unto thee to search the city, and to spy 
it out, and to overthrow it? So Hanun took David’s ser­
vants, and shaved off the one half of their beards, and cut 
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off their garments in the middle, even to their buttocks, 
and sent them away. When they told it unto David, he 
sent to meet them; for the men were greatly ashamed. 
And the king said, Tarry at Jericho until your beards be 
grown, and then return. And when the children of Am­
mon saw that they were become odious to David, the 
children of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians of Beth- 
rehob, and the Syrians of Zobah, twenty thousand foot­
men, and the king of Maacah with a thousand men, and 
the men of Tob twelve thousand men. And when David 
heard of it, he sent Joab, and all the host of the mighty 
men. And the children of Ammon came out, and put the 
battle in array at the entering in of the gate: and the 
Syrians of Zobah, and of Rehob, and the men of Tob and 
Maacah, were by themselves in the field. Now when 
Joab saw that the battle was set against him before and 
behind, he chose of all the choice men of Israel, and put 
them in array against the Syrians: and the rest of the 
people he committed into the hand of Abishai his brother, 
and he put them in array against the children of Ammon. 
And he said, If the Syrians be too strong for me, then 
thou shalt help me: but if the children of Ammon be too 
strong for thee, then I will come and help thee. Be of 
good courage, and let us play the men for our people, and 
for the cities of our God: and the LORD do that which 
seemeth him good. So Joab and the people that were 
with him drew nigh unto the battle against the Syrians: 
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and they fled before him. And when the children of 
Ammon saw that the Syrians were fled, they likewise fled 
before Abishai, and entered into the city. Then Joab 
returned from the children of Ammon, and came to Jeru­
salem.

And when the Syrians saw that they were put to the 
worse before Israel, they gathered themselves together. 
And Hadarezer sent, and brought out the Syrians that 
were beyond the River: and they came to Helam, with 
Shobach the captain of the host of Hadarezer at their 
head. And it was told David; and he gathered all Israel 
together, and passed over Jordan, and came to Helam. 
And the Syrians set themselves in array against David, 
and fought with him. And the Syrians fled before Israel; 
and David slew of the Syrians the men of seven hundred 
chariots, and forty thousand horsemen, and smote Sho- 
bach the captain of their host, that he died there. And 
when all the kings that were servants to Hadarezer saw 
that they were put to the worse before Israel, they made 
peace with Israel, and served them. So the Syrians 
feared to help the children of Ammon any more.

And it came to pass, at the return of the year, at the 
time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab, 
and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they de­
stroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. 
But David tarried at Jerusalem.
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X

Nathan, David, and Bath-sheba

And it came to pass at eventide, that David arose from 
off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king’s house : 
and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the 
woman was very beautiful to look upon. And David sent 
and inquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this 
Bath-sheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite? And David sent messengers, and took her; and 
she came in unto him, and he lay with her; (for she was 
purified from her uncleanness;) and she returned unto 
her house. And the woman conceived ; and she sent and 
told David, and said, I am with child. And David sent 
to Joab, saying, Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab 
sent Uriah to David. And when Uriah was come unto 
him, David asked of him how Joab did, and how the 
people fared, and how the war prospered. And David 
said to Uriah, Go down to thy house, and wash thy feet. 
And Uriah departed out of the king’s house, and there 
followed him a mess of meat from the king. But Uriah 
slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and went not down to his house. And when 
they had told David, saying, Uriah went not down unto 
his house, David said unto Uriah, Art thou not come from 
a journey? wherefore didst thou not go down unto thine 
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house? And Uriah said unto David, The ark, and Israel, 
and Judah, abide in booths; and my lord Joab, and the 
servants of my lord, are encamped in the open field ; shall 
I then go into mine house, to eat and to drink, and to lie 
with my wife ? as thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing. And David said to Uriah, Tarry here 
today also, and tomorrow I will let thee depart. So 
Uriah abode in Jerusalem that day, and the morrow. 
And when David had called him, he did eat and drink 
before him; and he made him drunk : and at even he 
went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.

And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a 
letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. And he 
wrote in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of 
the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be 
smitten, and die. And it came to pass, when Joab kept 
watch upon the city, that he assigned Uriah unto the place 
where he knew that valiant men were. And the men of 
the city went out, and fought with Joab: and there fell 
some of the people, even of the servants of David; and 
Uriah the Hittite died also. Then Joab sent and told 
David all the things concerning the war; and he charged 
the messenger, saying, When thou hast made an end of 
telling all the things concerning the war unto the king, it 
shall be that, if the king’s wrath arise, and he say unto 
thee, Wherefore went ye so nigh unto the city to fight?
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knew ye not that they would shoot from the wall? who 
smote Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth ? did not a 
woman cast an upper millstone upon him from the wall, 
that he died at Thebez? why went ye so nigh the wall? 
then shalt thou say, Thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead 
also. So the messenger went, and came and shewed 
David all that Joab had sent him for. And the messen­
ger said unto David, The men prevailed against us, and 
came out unto us into the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate. And the shooters 
shot at thy servants from off the wall; and some of the 
king's servants be dead, and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also. Then David said unto the messenger, Thus 
shalt thou say unto Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one as well as another: 
make thy battle more strong against the city, and over­
throw it: and encourage thou him. And when the wife 
of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she 
made lamentation for her husband. And when the 
mourning was past, David sent and took her home to his 
house, and she became his wife, and bare him a son. But 
the thing that David had done displeased the LORD.

And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came 
unto him, and said unto him, There were hvo men in one 
city; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man 
had exceeding many flocks and herds: but the poor man 
had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had 

3°



The Kings 8^ Book VHI

bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with 
him, and with his children; it did eat of his own morsel, 
and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was 
unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveller unto 
the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and 
of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was 
come unto him, but took the poor man’s lamb, and dressed 
it for the man that was come to him. And David’s an ״er o
was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to 
Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this 
is worthy to die: and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, 
because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. 
And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus 
saith the LORD, the God of Israel, I anointed thee king 
over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; 
and I gave thee thy master’s house, and thy master’s 
wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel 
and of Judah ; and if that had been too little, I would 
have added unto thee such and such things. Wherefore 
hast thou despised the word of the LORD, to do that 
which is evil in his sight? thou hast smitten Uriah the 
Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy 
wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children ov 
Ammon. Now therefore, the sword shall never depart 
from thine house; because thou hast despised me, ana 
hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. 
Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil againsy 
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thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives 
before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and 
he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of’this sun. For 
thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all 
Israel, and before the sun. And David said unto Nathan, 
I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto 
David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin ; thou shalt 
not die. Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given 
great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, 
the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die. 
And Nathan departed unto his house.

And the LORD struck the child that Uriah’s wife bare 
unto David, and it was very sick. David therefore be­
sought God for the child ; and David fasted, and went in, 
and lay all night upon the earth. And the elders of his 
house arose, and stood beside him, to raise him up from 
the earth : but he would not, neither did he eat bread 
with them. And it came to pass on the seventh day, that 
the child died. And the servants of David feared to tell 
him that the child was dead : for they said, Behold, while 
the child was yet alive, we spake unto him, and he heark­
ened not unto our voice : how will he then vex himself, 
if we tell him that the child is dead? But when David 
saw that his servants whispered together, David perceived 
that the child was dead : and David said unto his ser­
vants. Is the child dead? And they said, He is dead. 
Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and 
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anointed himself, and changed his apparel; and he came 
into the house of the LORD, and worshipped: then he 
came to his own house ; and when he required they set 
bread before him, and he did eat. Then said his servants 
unto him, What thing is this that thou hast done? thou 
didst fast and weep for the child, while it was alive ; but 
when the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat bread. 
And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and 
wept: for I said, Who knoweth whether the LORD will 
not be gracious to me, that the child may live? But now 
he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back 
again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me. 
And David comforted Bath-sheba his wife, and went in 
unto her, and lay with her: and she bare a son, and he 
called his name Solomon. And ‘the LORD loved’ him; 
and he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet, and he 
called his name i Jedidiah,‘ for the LORD’S sake.

11. Now Joab fought against Rabbah of the children 
of Ammon, and took the royal city. And Joab sent mes­
sengers to David, and said, I have fought against Rabbah, 
yea, I have taken the city of waters. Now therefore gather 
the rest of the people together, and encamp against the 
city, and take it: lest I take the city, and it be called after 
my name. And David gathered all the people together, 
and went to Rabbah, and fought against it, and took it. 
And he took the crown of their king from off his head;
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and the weight thereof was a talent of gold, and in it were 
precious stones ; and it was set on David’s head. And he 
brought forth the spoil of the city, exceeding much. And 
he brought forth the people that were therein, and put 
them to saws, and to harrows of iron, and to axes of 
iron, and made them labour at the brickkiln : and thus did 
he unto all the cities of the children of Ammon. And 
David and all the people returned unto Jerusalem.

xii

The Feud between David’s Sons and the Revolt 
of Absalom

And it came to pass after this, that Absalom the son of 
David had a fair sister, whose name was Tamar; and 
Amnon the son of David loved her. And Amnon was so 
vexed that he fell sick because of his sister Tamar; for 
she was a virgin; and it seemed hard to Amnon to do any 
thing unto her. But Amnon had a friend, whose name 
was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David’s brother: and 
Jonadab was a very subtil man. And he said unto him, 
Why, O son of the king, art thou thus lean from day to 
day ? wilt thou not tell me ? And Amnon said unto him, 
I love Tamar, my brother Absalom’s sister. And Jona- 
dab said unto him, Lay thee down on thy bed, and feign 
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thyself sick: and when thy father cometh to see thee, say 
unto him, Let my sister Tamar come, I pray thee, and give 
me bread to eat, and dress the food in my sight, that I 
may see it, and eat it at her hand. So Amnon lay down, 
and feigned himself sick: and when the king was come to 
see him, Amnon said unto the king, Let my sister Tamar 
come, I pray thee, and make me a couple of cakes in my 
sight, that I may eat at her hand. Then David sent home 
to Tamar, saying, Go now to thy brother Amnon’s house, 
and dress him food. So Tamar went to her brother Am­
non’s house ; and he was laid down. And she took dough, 
and kneaded it, and made cakes in his sight, and did bake 
the cakes. And she took the pan, and poured them out 
before him; but he refused to eat. And Amnon said, 
Have out all men from me. And they went out everyman 
from him. And Amnon said unto Tamar, Bring the food 
into the chamber, that I may eat of thine hand. And 
Tamar took the cakes which she had made, and brought 
them into the chamber to Amnon her brother. And when 
she had brought them near unto him to eat, he took hold 
of her, and said unto her, Come lie with me, my sister. 
And she answered him, Nay, my brother, do not force me ; 
for no such thing ought to be done in Israel: do not thou 
this folly. And I, whither shall I carry my shame ? and 
as for thee, thou shalt be as one of the fools in Israel. 
Now therefore, I pray thee, speak unto the king; for he 
will not withhold me from thee. Howbeit he would not
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hearken unto her voice : but being stronger than she, he 
forced her, and lay with her. Then Amnon hated her 
with exceeding great hatred; for the hatred wherewith he 
hated her was greater than the love wherewith he had 
loved her. And Amnon said unto her, Arise, be gone. 
And she said unto him, Not so, because this great wrong 
in putting me forth is worse than the other thou didst 
unto me. But he would not hearken unto her. Then he 
called his servant that ministered unto him, and said, Put 
now this woman out from me, and bolt the door after her. 
And she had a garment of divers colours upon her: for 
with such robes were the king’s daughters that were vir­
gins apparelled. Then his servant brought her out, and 
bolted the door after her. And Tamar put ashes on her 
head, and rent her garment of divers colours that was on 
her: and she laid her hand on her head, and went her 
way, crying aloud as she went. And Absalom her brother 
said unto her, Hath Amnon thy brother been with thee? 
but now hold thy peace, my sister: he is thy brother; 
take not this thing to heart. So Tamar remained deso­
late in her brother Absalom’s house. But when king 
David heard of all these things, he was very wroth. And 
Absalom spake unto Amnon neither good nor bad: for 
Absalom hated Amnon, because he had forced his sister 
Tamar.

And it came to pass after two full years, that Absalom 
had sheepshearers in Baal-hazor, which is beside Ephraim :
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and Absalom invited all the king’s sons. And Absalom 
came to the king, and said, Behold now, thy servant hath 
sheepshearers ; let the king, I pray thee, and his servants 
go with thy servant. And the king said to Absalom, Nay, 
my son, let us not all go, lest we be burdensome unto 
thee. And he pressed him: howbeit he would not go, 
but blessed him. Then said Absalom, If not, I pray thee, 
let my brother Amnon go with us. And the king said 
unto him, Why should he go with thee? But Absalom 
pressed him, that he let Amnon and all the king’s sons 
go with him. And Absalom commanded his servants, 
saying, Mark ye now, when Amnon’s heart is merry with 
wine; and when I say unto you, Smite Amnon, then kill 
him, fear not: have not I commanded you ? be coura­
geous, and be valiant. And the servants of Absalom did 
unto Amnon as Absalom had commanded. Then all the 
king’s sons arose, and every man gat him up upon his 
mule, and fled. And it came to pass, while they were in 
the way, that the tidings came to David, saying, Absalom 
hath slain all the king’s sons, and there is not one of 
them left. Then the king arose, and rent his garments, 
and lay on the earth : and all his servants stood by with 
their clothes rent. And Jonadab, the son of Shimeah 
David’s brother, answered and said, Let not my lord 
suppose that they have killed all the young men the 
king’s sons ; for Amnon only is dead : for by the appoint­
ment of Absalom this hath been determined from the day
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that he forced his sister Tamar. Now therefore let not 
my lord the king take the thing to his heart, to think 
that all the king’s sons are dead: for Amnon only is 
dead. But Absalom fled. And the young man that kept 
the watch lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, 
there came much people by the way of the hill side behind 
him. And Jonadab said unto the king, Behold, the king’s 
sons are come : as thy servant said, so it is. And it came 
to pass, as soon as he had made an end of speaking, that, 
behold, the king’s sons came, and lifted up their voice, 
and wept: and the king also and all his servants wept 
very sore. But Absalom fled, and went to Talmai the 
son of Ammihur, king of Geshur. And David mourned 
for his son every day.

So Absalom fled, and went to Geshur, and was there 
three years. And the soul of king David longed to go 
forth unto Absalom : for he was comforted concerning 
Amnon, seeing he was dead.

Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the king’s 
heart was toward Absalom. And Joab sent to Tekoa, 
and fetched thence a wise woman, and said unto her, I 
pray thee, feign thyself to be a mourner, and put on 
mourning apparel, I pray thee, and anoint not thyself 
with oil, but be as a woman that had a long time mourned 
for the dead : and go in to the king, and speak on this 
manner unto him. So Joab put the words in her mouth. 
And when the woman of Tekoa spake to the king, she 
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fell on her face to the ground, and did obeisance, and 
said, Help, O king. And the king said unto her, What 
aileth thee? And she answered, Of a truth I am a widow 
woman, and mine husband is dead. And thy handmaid 
had two sons, and they two strove together in the field, 
and there was none to part them, but the one smote the 
other, and killed him. And, behold, the whole family is 
risen against thine handmaid, and they said, Deliver him 
that smote his brother, that we may kill him for the life of 
his brother whom he slew, and so destroy the heir also: 
thus shall they quench my coal which is left, and shall 
leave to my husband neither name nor remainder upon the 
face of the earth. And the king said unto the woman, 
Go to thine house, and I will give charge concerning thee. 
And the woman of Tekoa said unto the king, My lord, 
O king, the iniquity be on me, and on my father’s house: 
and the king and his throne be guiltless. And the king 
said, Whosoever saith aught unto thee, bring him to me, 
and he shall not touch thee any more. . Then said she, 
I pray thee, let the king remember the LORD thy God, 
that the avenger of blood destroy not any more, lest they 
destroy my son. And he said, As the LORD liveth, there 
shall not one hair of thy son fall to the earth. Then the 
woman said, Let thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak a word 
unto my lord the king. And he said, Say on. And the 
woman said, Wherefore then hast thou devised such a 
thing against the people of God? for in speaking this
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word the king is as one which is guilty, in that the king 
doth not fetch home again his banished one. For we 
must needs die, and are as water spilt on the ground, 
which cannot be gathered up again; neither doth God 
take away life, but deviseth means, that he that is ban­
ished be not an outcast from him. Now therefore see­
ing that I am come to speak this word unto my lord 
the king, it is because the people have made me afraid: 
and thy handmaid said, I will now speak unto the king; 
it may be that the king will perform the request of his 
servant. For the king will hear, to deliver his servant 
out of the hand of the man that would destroy me and my 
son together out of the inheritance of God. Then thine 
handmaid said, Let, I pray thee, the word of my lord the 
king be comfortable: for as an angel of God, so is my 
lord the king to discern good and bad: and the LORD thy 
God be with thee. Then the king answered and said 
unto the woman, Hide not from me, I pray thee, aught that 
I shall ask thee. And the woman said. Let my lord the 
king now speak. And the king said, Is the hand of Joab 
with thee in all this? And the woman answered and said, 
As thy soul liveth, my lord the king, none can turn to the 
right hand or to the left from aught that my lord the king 
hath spoken: for thy servant Joab, he bade me, and he 
put all these words in the mouth of thine handmaid : to 
change the face of the matter hath thy servant Joab done 
this thing: and my lord is wise, according to the wisdom
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of an angel of God, to know all things that are in the 
earth. And the king said unto Joab, Behold now, I have 
done this thing: go therefore, bring the young man Absa- 
10m again. And Joab fell to the ground on his face, and 
did obeisance, and blessed the king: and Joab said, 
Today thy servant knoweth that I have found grace in 
thy sight, my lord, O king, in that the king hath per­
formed the request of his servant. So Joab arose and 
went to Geshur, and brought Absalom to Jerusalem. 
And the king said, Let him turn to his own house, but let 
him not see my face. So Absalom turned to his own 
house, and saw not the king’s face.

Now in all Israel there was none to be so much praised 
as Absalom for his beauty: from the sole of his foot even 
to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him. 
And when he polled his head, (now it was at every year’s 
end that he polled it: because the hair was heavy on him, 
therefore he polled it:) he weighed the hair of his head 
at two hundred shekels, after the king’s weight. And 
unto Absalom there were born three sons, and one daugh­
ter, whose name was Tamar: she was a woman of a fair 
countenance.

And Absalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem; and 
he saw not the king’s face. Then Absalom sent for Joab, 
to send him to the king; but he would not come to him: 
and he sent again a second time, but he would not come. 
Therefore he said unto his servants, See, Joab’s field is
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near mine, and he hath barley there ; go and set it on fire. 
And Absalom’s servants set the field on fire. Then Joab 
arose, and came to Absalom unto his house, and said unto 
him, Wherefore have thy servants set my field on fire? 
And Absalom answered Joab, Behold, I sent unto thee, 
saying, Come hither, that I may send thee to the king, 
to say, Wherefore am I come from Geshur? it were better 
for me to be there still: now therefore let me see the 
king’s face ; and if there be iniquity in me, let him kill 
me. So Joab came to the king, and told him : and when 
he had called for Absalom, he came to the king, and 
bowed himself on his face to the ground before the king : 
and the king kissed Absalom.

And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared 
him a chariot and horses, and fifty men to run before him. 
And Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the λvay of 
the gate : and it was so, that when any man had a suit 
which should come to the king for judgement, then Absa- 
10m called unto him, and said. Of what city art thou? 
And he said, Thy servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. 
And Absalom said unto him, See, thy matters are good 
and right; but there is no man deputed of the king to 
hear thee. Absalom said moreover, Oh that I were made 
judge in the land, that every man which hath any suit or 
cause might come unto me. and I \vould do him justice! 
And it was so, that when any man came nigh to do him 
obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took hold of him, 
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and kissed him. And on this manner did Absalom to all 
Israel that came to the king for judgement: so Absalom 
stole the hearts of the men of Israel.

And it came to pass at the end of forty years, that 
Absalom said unto the king, I pray thee, let me go and 
pay my vow, which I have vowed unto the LORD, in 
Hebron. For thy servant vowed a vow while I abode at 
Geshur in Syria, saying, If the LORD shall indeed bring 
me again to Jerusalem, then I will serve the LORD. And 
the king said unto him, Go in peace. So he arose, and 
went to Hebron. But Absalom sent spies throughout all 
the tribes of Israel, saying, As soon as ye hear the sound 
of the trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom is king in 
Hebron. And with Absalom went two hundred men out 
of Jerusalem, that were invited, and went in their sim­
plicity I and they knew not anything. And Absalom sent 
for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counsellor, from his 
city, even from Giloh, while he offered the sacrifices. 
And the conspiracy was strong; for the people increased 
continually with Absalom.

And there came a messenger to David, saying, The 
hearts of the men of Israel are after Absalom. And 
David said unto all his servants that were with him at 
Jerusalem, Arise, and let us flee ; for else none of us shall 
escape from Absalom : make speed to depart, lest he over­
take us quickly, and bring down evil upon us, and smite 
the city with the edge of the sword. And the king’s 
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servants said unto the king, Behold, thy servants are 
ready to do whatsoever my lord the king shall choose. 
And the king went forth, and all his household after him. 
And the king left ten women, which were concubines, to 
keep the house. And the king went forth, and all the 
people after him ; and they tarried in Beth-merhak. And 
all his servants passed on beside him ; and all the Chere- 
thites, and all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six 
hundred men which came after him from Gath, passed on 
before the king. Then said the king to Ittai the Gittite, 
Wherefore goest thou also with us? return, and abide 
with the king: for thou art a stranger, and also an exile; 
return to thine own place. Whereas thou earnest but 
yesterday, should I this day make thee go up and down 
with us, seeing I go whither I may? return thou, and take 
back thy brethren ; mercy and truth be with thee. And 
Ittai answered the king, and said, As the LORD liveth, and 
as my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord 
the kin״ shall be, whether for death or for life, even there 
also will thy servant be. And David said to Ittai, Go and 
pass over. And Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all his 
men. and all the little ones that were with him. And all 
the country wept with a loud voice, ־and all the people 
passed over: the king himself also passed over the brook 
Kidron, and all the people passed over, toward the way of 
the wilderness. And, 10, Zadok also came, and all the 
Levites with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God; 
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and they set down the ark of God, and Abiathar went up, 
until all the people had done passing out of the city. 
And the king said unto Zadok, Carry back the ark of God 
into the city: if I shall find favour in the eyes of the 
LORD, he will bring me again, and shew me both it, and 
his habitation: but if he say thus, I have no delight in 
thee; behold, here am I, let him do to me as seemeth 
good unto him. The king said also unto Zadok the 
priest, Art thou not a seer? return into the city in 
peace, and your two sons with you, Ahimaaz thy son, 
and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. See, I will tarry at 
the fords of the wilderness, until there come word from 
you to certify me. Zadok therefore and Abiathar car­
ried the ark of God again to Jerusalem: and they abode 
there.

And David went up by the ascent of the mount of 
Olives, and wept as he ,went up; and he had his head 
covered, and went barefoot: and all the people that ,were 
with him covered every man his head, and they went up, 
weeping as they went up. And one told David, saying, 
Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom. 
And David said, O LORD, I pray thee, turn the counsel 
of Ahithophel into foolishness. And it came to pass, that 
when David was come to the top of the ascent, where God 
was worshipped, behold, Hushai the Archite came to meet 
him with his coat rent, and earth upon his head : and David 
said unto him, If thou passest on with me, then thou shalt 
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be a burden unto me: but if thou return to the city, and 
say unto Absalom, I will be thy servant, O king; as I 
have been thy father’s servant in time past, so will I now 
be thy servant: then shalt thou defeat for me the counsel 
of Ahithophel. And hast thou not there with thee Zadok 
and Abiathar the priests ? therefore it shall be, that what 
thing soever thou shalt hear out of the king’s house, thou 
shalt tell it to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. Behold, 
they have there with them their two sons, Ahimaaz Za­
dok’s son, and Jonathan Abiathar’s son ; and by them ye 
shall send unto me every thing that ye shall hear. So 
Hushai David’s friend came into the city; and Absalom 
came into Jerusalem.

And when David was a little past the top of the ascent, 
behold, Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth met him, with 
a couple of asses saddled, and upon them two hundred 
loaves of bread, and an hundred clusters of raisins, and 
an hundred of summer fruits, and a bottle of wine. And 
the king said unto Ziba, What meanest thou by these? 
And Ziba said, The asses be for the king’s household to 
ride on; and the bread and summer fruit for the young 
men to eat; and the wine, that such as be faint in the wil­
derness may drink. And the king said, And where is thy 
master’s son? And Ziba said unto the king. Behold, he 
abideth at Jerusalem: for he said, Today shall the house 
of Israel restore me the kingdom of my father. Then said 
the king to Ziba, Behold, thine is all that pertaineth unto 
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Mephibosheth. And Ziba said, I do obeisance; let me 
find favour in thy sight, my lord, O king.

And when king David came to Bahurim, behold, there 
came out thence a man of the family of the house of Saul, 
whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera: he came out, 
and cursed still as he came. And he cast stones at 
David, and at all the servants of king David: and all the 
people and all the mighty men were on his right hand and 
on his left. And thus said Shimei when he cursed, Be­
gone, begone, thou man of blood, and man of Belial: the 
LORD hath returned upon thee all the blood of the house 
of Saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned; and the LORD 
hath delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy 
son: and, behold, thou art taken in thine own mischief, 
because thou art a man of blood. Then said Abishai the 
son of Zeruiah unto the king, Why should this dead dog 
curse my lord the king? let me go over, I pray thee, and 
take off his head. And the king said, What have I to do 
with you, ye sons of Zeruiah? Because he curseth, and 
because the LORD hath said unto him, Curse David; who 
then shall say, Wherefore hast thou done so ? And David 
said to Abishai, and to all his servants, Behold, my son, 
which came forth of my bowels, seeketh my life: how 
much more may this Benjamite now do it? let him alone, 
and let him curse; for the LORD hath bidden him. It 
may be that the LORD will look on the wrong done unto 
me, and that the LORD will requite me good for his curs­
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ing of me this day. So David and his men went by the 
way: and Shimei went along on the hill side over against 
him, and cursed as he went, and threw stones at him, and 
cast dust. And the king, and all the people that were 
with him, came weary ; and he refreshed himself there.

And Absalom, and all the people the men of Israel, 
came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel with him. And it 
came to pass, when Hushai the Archite, David’s friend, 
was come unto Absalom, that Hushai said unto Absalom, 
God save the king, God save the king. And Absalom 
said to Hushai, Is this thy kindness to thy friend? why 
wentest thou not with thy friend? And Hushai said unto 
Absalom, Nay: but whom the LORD, and this people, and 
all the men of Israel have chosen, his will I be, and with 
him will I abide. And again, whom should I serve ? 
should I not serve in the presence of his son? as I have 
served in thy father’s presence, so will I be in thy pres­
ence. Then said 2\bsalom to Ahithophel, Give your 
counsel what we shall do. And Ahithophel said unto 
Absalom, Go in unto thy father's concubines, which he 
hath left to keep the house ; and all Israel shall hear that 
thou art abhorred of thy father: then shall the hands of 
all that are with thee be strong. So they spread Absalom 
a tent upon the top of the house ; and Absalom went in 
unto his father's concubines in the sight of all Israel. 
And the counsel of Ahithophel, which he counselled in 
those days, was as if a man inquired at the oracle of God : 
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so was all the counsel of Ahithophel both with David and 
with Absalom.

Moreover Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Let me now 
choose out twelve thousand men, and I will arise and pur­
sue after David this night: and I will come upon him 
while he is weary and weak handed, and will make him 
afraid: and all the people that are with him shall flee ; 
and I will smite the king only : and I will bring back all 
the people unto thee: the man whom thou seekest is as if 
all returned: so all the people shall be in peace. And the 
saying pleased Absalom well, and all the elders of Israel.

Then said Absalom, Call now Hushai the Archite also, 
and let us hear likewise what he saith. And when Hushai 
was come to Absalom, Absalom spake unto him, saying, 
Ahithophel hath spoken after this manner: shall we do 
after his saying? if not. speak thou. And Hushai said 
unto Absalom, The counsel that Ahithophel hath given 
this time is not good. Hushai said moreover, Thou 
knowest thy father and his men, that they be mighty men, 
and they be chafed in their minds, as a bear robbed of her 
whelps in the field: and thy father is a man of war. and 
will not lodge with the people. Behold, he is hid now in 
some pit, or in some other place : and it will come to pass, 
when some of them be fallen at the first, that whosoever 
heareth it will say, There is a slaughter among the people 
that follow Absalom. And even he that is valiant, whose 
heart is as the heart of a lion, shall utterly melt: for all
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Israel knoweth that thy father is a mighty man, and they 
which be with him are valiant men. But I counsel that 
all Israel be gathered together unto thee, from Dan even 
to Beer-sheba, as the sand that is by the sea for multi­
tude ; and that thou go to battle in thine own person. So 
shall we come upon him in some place where he shall be 
found, and we will light upon him as the dew falleth on 
the ground : and of him and of all the men that are with 
him we will not leave so much as one. Moreover, if he 
be gotten into a city, then shall all Israel bring ropes to 
that city, and we will draw it into the river, until there be 
not one small stone found there. And Absalom and all 
the men of Israel said, The counsel of Hushai the Archite 
is better than the counsel of Ahithophel. For the LORD 
had ordained to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, 
to the intent that the LORD might bring evil upon 
Absalom.

Then said Hushai unto Zadok and to Abiathar the 
priests, Thus and thus did Ahithophel counsel Absalom 
and the elders of Israel; and thus and thus have I coun­
selled. Now therefore send quickly, and tell David, say­
ing, Lodge not this night at the fords of the wilderness, 
but in any wise pass over; lest the king be swallowed up, 
and all the people that are with him. Now Jonathan and 
Ahimaaz stayed by Enrogel; and a maidservant used to 
go and tell them; and they went and told king David: 
for they might not be seen to come into the city. But a 
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lad saw them, and told Absalom : and they went both of 
them away quickly, and came to the house of a man in 
Bahurim, who had a well in his court; and they went 
down thither. And the woman took and spread the cov­
ering over the well’s mouth, and strewed bruised corn 
thereon; and nothing was known. And Absalom’s ser­
vants came to the woman to the house; and they said, 
Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan? And the woman said 
unto them, They be gone over the brook of water. And 
when they had sought and could not find them, they re­
turned to Jerusalem. And it came to pass, after they were 
departed, that they came up out of the well, and went and 
told king David; and they said unto David, Arise ye, and 
pass quickly over the water: for thus hath Ahithophel 
counselled against you. Then David arose, and all the 
people that were with him, and they passed over Jordan: 
by the morning light there lacked not one of them that 
was not gone over Jordan. And when Ahithophel saw 
that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his ass, and 
arose, and gat him home, unto his city, and set his house 
in order, and hanged himself; and he died, and was buried 
in the sepulchre of his father. .

Then David came to Mahanaim. And Absalom passed 
over Jordan, he and all the men of Israel with him. And 
Absalom set Amasa over the host instead of Joab. Now 
Amasa was the son of a man, whose name was Ithra the 
Israelite, that went in to Abigal the daughter of Nahash, 
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sister to Zeruiah Joab’s mother. And Israel and Absalom 
pitched in the land of Gilead.

And it came to pass, when David was come to Mahanaim, 
that Shobi the son of Nahash of Rabbah of the children 
of Ammon, and Machir the son of Ammiel of Lo-debar, 
and Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim, brought beds, and 
basons, and earthen vessels, and wheat, and barley, 
and meal, and parched corn, and beans, and lentils, and 
parched pulse, and honey, and butter, and sheep, and 
cheese of kine, for David, and for the people that were 
with him, to eat: for they said, The people is hungry, and 
weary, and thirsty, in the wilderness.

And David numbered the people that were with him, 
and set captains of thousands and captains of hundreds 
over them. And David sent forth the people, a third 
part under the hand of Joab, and a third part under the 
hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and 
a third part under the hand of Ittai the Gittite. And the 
king said unto the people, I will surely go forth with you 
myself also. But the people said, Thou shalt not go forth : 
for if we flee away, they will not care for us; neither if 
half of us die, will they care for us: but thou art worth 
ten thousand of us : therefore now it is better that thou be 
ready to succour us out of the city. And the king said 
unto them, What seemeth you best I will do. And the 
king stood by the gate side, and all the people went out 
by hundreds and by thousands. And the king com­
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manded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Deal gently 
for my sake with the young man, even with Absalom. 
And all the people heard when the king gave all the 
captains charge concerning Absalom. So the people 
went out into the field against Israel: and the battle 
was in the forest of Ephraim. And the people of Israel 
were smitten there before the servants of David, and 
there was a great slaughter there that day of twenty 
thousand men. For the battle was there spread over the 
face of all the country: and the forest devoured more 
people that day than the sword devoured. And Absalom 
chanced to meet the servants of David. And Absalom 
rode upon his mule, and the mule went under the thick 
boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the 
oak, and he was taken up between the heaven and the 
earth; and the mule that was under him went on. And 
a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, Behold, I 
saw Absalom hanging in an oak. And Joab said unto 
the man that told him, And, behold, thou sawest it, and 
why didst thou not smite him there to the ground? and I 
would have given thee ten pieces of silver, and a girdle. 
And the man said unto Joab, Though I should receive a 
thousand pieces of silver in mine hand, yet would I not 
put forth mine hand against the king’s son : for in our 
hearing the king charged thee and Abishai and Ittai, 
saying, Beware that none touch the young man Absalom. 
Otherwise if I had dealt falsely against his life, (and there 
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is no matter hid from the king,) then thou thyself wouldest 
have stood aloof. Then said Joab, I may not tarry thus 
with thee. And he took three darts in his hand, and 
thrust them through the heart of Absalom, while he was 
yet alive in the midst of the oak. And ten young men 
that bare Joab’s armour compassed about and smote 
Absalom, and slew him. And Joab blew the trumpet, and 
the people returned from pursuing after Israel: for Joab 
held back the people. And they took Absalom and cast 
him into the great pit in the forest, and raised over him a 
very great heap of stones : and all Israel fled every one to 
his tent. Now Absalom in his life time had taken and 
reared up for himself the pillar, which is in the king’s dale : 
for he said, I have no son to keep my name in remem­
brance: and he called the pillar after his own name: 
and it is called Absalom’s monument, unto this day.

Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, Let me now run, 
and bear the king tidings, how that the LORD hath 
avenged him of his enemies. And Joab said unto him, 
Thou shalt not be the bearer of tidings this day, but thou 
shalt bear tidings another day: but this day thou shalt 
bear no tidings, because the king’s son is dead. Then 
said Joab to the Cushite, Go tell the king what thou hast 
seen. And the Cushite bowed himself unto Joab, and 
ran. Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok yet again to 
Joab, But come what may, let me, I pray thee, also run 
after the Cushite. And Joab said, Wherefore wilt thou
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run, my son, seeing that thou wilt have no reward for the 
tidings? But come what may, said he, I will run. And 
he said unto him, Run. Then Ahimaaz ran by the way 
of the Plain, and overran the Cushite.

Now David sat between the two gates: and the watch­
man went up to the roof of the gate unto the wall, and 
lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, a man running 
alone. And the watchman cried, and told the king. 
And the king said, If he be alone, there is tidings in his 
mouth. And he came apace, and drew near. And the 
watchman saw another man running: and the watchman 
called unto the porter, and said, Behold, another man 
running alone. And the king said, He also bringeth 
tidings. And the watchman said, Me thinketh the run­
ning of the foremost is like the running of Ahimaaz the 
son of Zadok. And the king said, He is a good man, 
and cometh with good tidings. And Ahimaaz called, and 
said unto the king, All is well. And he bowed himself 
before the king with his face to the earth, and said, Blessed 
be the LORD thy God, which hath delivered up the men 
that lifted up their hand against my lord the king. And 
the king said, Is it well with the young man Absalom? 
And Ahimaaz answered, When Joab sent the king’s ser­
vant, even me thy servant, I saw a great tumult, but I 
knew not what it was. And the king said, Turn aside, 
and stand here. And he turned aside, and stood still. 
And, behold, the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, 
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Tidings for my lord the king : for the LORD hath avenged 
thee this day of all them that rose up against thee. And 
the king said unto the Cushite, Is it well with the young 
man Absalom ? And the Cushite answered, The enemies 
of my lord the king, and all that rise up against thee to 
do thee hurt, be as that young man is. And the king 
was much moved, and went up to the chamber over the 
gate and wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my son 
Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had 
died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!

And it was told Joab, Behold, the king weepeth and 
mourneth for Absalom. And the victory that day was 
turned into mourning unto all the people : for the people 
heard say that day, The king grieveth for his son. And 
the people gat' them by stealth that day into the city, as 
people that are ashamed steal away when they flee in 
battle. And the king covered his face, and the king cried 
with a loud voice, O my son Absalom, O Absalom, my 
son, my son! And Joab came into the house to the king, 
and said, Thou hast shamed this day the faces of all thy 
servants, which this day have saved thy life, and the lives 
of thy sons and of thy daughters, and the lives of thy 
wives, and the lives of thy concubines; in that thou 
lovest them that hate thee, and hatest them that love thee. 
For thou hast declared this day, that princes and servants 
are nought unto thee: for this day I perceive, that if 
Absalom had lived, and all we had died this day, then it 
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had pleased thee well. Now therefore arise, go forth, and 
speak comfortably unto thy servants: for I swear by the 
LORD, if thou go not forth, there will not tarry a man 
with thee this night: and that will be worse unto thee 
than all the evil that hath befallen thee from thy youth 
until now. Then the king arose, and sat in the gate. 
And they told unto all the people, saying, Behold, the 
king doth sit in the gate: and all the people came before 
the king.

Now Israel had fled every man to his tent. And all 
the people were at strife throughout all the tribes of Israel, 
saying, The king delivered us out of the hand of our 
enemies, and he saved us out of the hand of the Philis­
tines; and now he is fled out of the land from Absalom. 
And Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is dead in 
battle. Now therefore why speak ye not a word of bring­
ing the king back?

And king David sent to Zadok and to Abiathar the 
priests, saying, Speak unto the elders of Judah, saying, 
Why are ye the last to bring the king back to his house? 
seeing the speech of all Israel is come to the king, to 
bring him to his house. Ye are my brethren, ye are my 
bone and my flesh: wherefore then are ye the last to 
bring back the king? And say ye to Amasa, Art thou 
not my bone and my flesh? God do so to me, and more 
also, if thou be not captain of the host before me con­
tinually in the room of Joab. And he bowed the heart
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of all the men of Judah, even as the heart of one man; 
so that they sent unto the king, saying, Return thou, and 
all thy servants. So the king returned, and came to 
Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet the 
king, to bring the king over Jordan.

And Shimei the son of Gera, the Benjamite, which was 
of Bahurim, hasted and came down with the men of 
Judah to meet king David. And there were a thousand 
men of Benjamin with him, and Ziba the servant of the 
house of Saul, and his fifteen sons and his twenty servants 
with him ; and they went through Jordan in the presence 
of the king. And there went over a ferry boat to bring 
over the king's household, and to do what he thought 
good. And Shimei the son of Gera fell down before the 
king, when he was come over Jordan. And he said unto 
the king, Let not my lord impute iniquity unto me, neither 
do thou remember that which thy servant did perversely 
the day that my lord the king went out of Jerusalem, that 
the king should take it to his heart. For thy servant doth 
know that I have sinned: therefore, behold, I am come 
this day the first of all the house of Joseph to go down to 
meet my lord the king. But Abishai the son of Zeruiah 
answered and said, Shall not Shimei be put to death for 
this, because he cursed the LORD’S anointed? And David 
said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah, that 
ye should this day be adversaries unto me? shall there 
any man be put to death this day in Israel? for do not I
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know that I am this day king over Israel? And the king 
said unto Shimei, Thou shalt not die. And the king 
sware unto him.

And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet 
the king; and he had neither dressed his feet, nor trimmed 
his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king 
departed until the day he came home in peace. And it 
came to pass, when he was come to Jerusalem to meet the 
king, that the king said unto him, Wherefore wentest not 
thou with me, Mephibosheth? And he answered, My 
lord, O king, my servant deceived me: for thy servant 
said, I will saddle me an ass, that I may ride thereon, and 
go with the king; because thy servant is lame. And he 
hath slandered thy servant unto my lord the king; but my 
lord the king is as an angel of God: do therefore what is 
good in thine eyes. For all my father's house were but 
dead men before my lord the king: yet didst thou set thy 
servant among them that did eat at thine own table. 
What right therefore have I yet that I should cry any 
more unto the king? And the king said unto him, Why 
speakest thou any more of thy matters ? I say, Thou and 
Ziba divide the land. And Mephibosheth said unto the 
king, Yea, let him take all, forasmuch as my lord the king 
is come in peace unto his own house.

And Barzillai the Gileadite came down from Rogelim ; 
and he went over Jordan with the king, to conduct him 
over Jordan. Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even 
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fourscore years old: and he had provided the king with 
sustenance while he lay at Mahanaim; for he was a very 
great man. And the king said unto Barzillai, Come thou 
over with me, and I will sustain thee with me in Jerusalem. 
And Barzillai said unto the king. How many are the days of 
the years of my life, that I should go up with the king unto 
Jerusalem ? I am this day fourscore years old : can I discern 
between good and bad? can thy servant taste what I eat or 
what I drink? can I hear any more the voice of singing 
men and singing women? wherefore then should thy ser­
vant be yet a burden unto my lord the king? Thy servant 
would but just go over Jordan with the king: and why 
should the king recompense it me with such a reward? 
Let thy servant. I pray thee, turn back again, that I may 
die in mine own city, by the grave of my father and my 
mother. But behold, thy servant Chimham; let him go 
over with my lord the king; and do to him what shall 
seem good unto thee. And the king answered, Chimham 
shall go over with me, and I will do to him that which 
shall seem good unto thee : and whatsoever thou shalt 
require of me, that will I do for thee. And all the people 
went over Jordan, and the king went over: and the king 
kissed Barzillai, and blessed him; and he returned unto 
his own place.

So the king went over to Gilgal, and Chimham went 
over with him: and all the people of Judah brought the 
king over, and also half the people of Israel. And, behold,
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all the men of Israel came to the king, and said unto the 
king, Why have our brethren the men of Judah stolen thee 
away, and brought the king, and his household, over Jor­
dan, and all David’s men with him? And all the men of 
Judah answered the men of Israel, Because the king is 
near of kin to us: wherefore then be ye angry for this 
matter? have we eaten at all of the king’s cost? or hath 
he given us any gift? And the men of Israel answered the 
men of Judah, and said, We have ten parts in the king, 
and we have also more right in David than ye: why then 
did ye despise us, that our advice should not be first had 
in bringing back our king? And the words of the men of 
Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of Israel.

And there happened to be there a man of Belial, whose 
name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjamite: and he 
blew the trumpet, and said, We have no portion in David, 
neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: every 
man to his tents, O Israel. So all the men of Israel went 
up from following David, and followed Sheba the son of 
Bichri: but the men of Judah clave unto their king, from 
Jordan even to Jerusalem.

And David came to his house at Jerusalem; and the 
king took the ten women his concubines, whom he had 
left to keep the house, and put them in ward, and provided 
them with sustenance, but went not in unto them. So 
they were shut up unto the day of their death, living in 
widowhood.
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Then said the king to Amasa, Call me the men of Judah 
together within three days, and be thou here present. So 
Amasa went to call the men of Judah together: but he 
tarried longer than the set time which he had appointed 
him. And David said to Abishai, Now shall Sheba the 
son of Bichri do us more harm than did Absalom : take thou 
thy lord’s servants, and pursue after him, lest he get him 
fenced cities, and escape out of our sight. And there went 
out after him Joab’s men, and the Cherethites and the 
Pelethites, and all the mighty men: and they went out of 
Jerusalem, to pursue after Sheba the son of Bichri. When 
they were at the great stone which is in Gibeon, Amasa 
came to meet them. And Joab was girded with his apparel 
of war that he had put on, and thereon was a girdle with a 
sword fastened upon his loins in the sheath thereof; and 
as he went forth it fell out. And Joab said to Amasa, Is 
it well with thee, my brother? And Joab took Amasa by 
the beard with his right hand to kiss him. But Amasa 
took no heed to the sword that was in Joab’s hand: so he 
smote him therewith in the belly, and shed out his bowels 
to the ground, and struck him not again; and he died. 
And Joab and Abishai his brother pursued after Sheba the 
son of Bichri. And there stood by him one of Joab’s 
young men and said, He that favoureth Joab, and he that 
is for David, let him follow Joab. And Amasa lay wallow­
ing in his blood in the midst of the high way. And when 
the man saw that all the people stood still, he carried 
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Amasa out of the high way into the field, and cast a 
garment over him, when he saw that every one that came 
by him stood still. When he was removed out of the high 
way, all the people went on after Joab, to pursue after 
Sheba the son of Bichri. And he went through all the 
tribes of Israel unto Abel, and to Beth-maacah, and all the 
Berites: and they were gathered together, and went also 
after him. And they came and besieged him in Abel of 
Beth-maacah, and they cast up a mount against the city, 
and it stood against the rampart: and all the people that 
were with Joab battered the wall, to throw it down. Then 
cried a wise woman out of the city, Hear, hear; say, I pray 
you, unto Joab, Come near hither, that I may speak with 
thee. And he came near unto her; and the woman said, 
Art thou Joab? And he answered, I am. Then she said 
unto him, Hear the words of thine handmaid. And he 
answered, I do hear. Then she spake, saying, They were 
wont to speak in old time, saying, They shall surely ask 
counsel at Abel: and so they ended the matter. I am of 
them that are peaceable and faithful in Israel: thou seekest 
to destroy a city and a mother in Israel: why wilt thou 
swallow up the inheritance of the LORD? And Joab 
answered and said, Far be it, far be it from me, that I 
should swallow up or destroy. The matter is not so : but 
a man of the hill country of Ephraim, Sheba the son of 
Bichri by name, hath lifted up his hand against the king, 
even against David: deliver him only, and I will depart 
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from the city. And the woman said unto Joab, Behold, 
his head shall be thrown to thee over the wall. Then the 
woman went unto all the people in her wisdom. And they 
cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and threw it 
out to Joab. And he blew the trumpet, and they were 
dispersed from the city, every man to his tent. And Joab 
returned to Jerusalem unto the king.

A
Officers of David

Now Joab was over all the host of Israel: and Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and over the 
Pelethites : and Adoram was over the tribute : and Jehosha­
phat the son of Ahilud was the recorder: and Sheva was 
scribe: and Zadok and Abiathar were priests: and Ira also 
the Jairite was priest unto David.

13. And there was a famine in the days of David three 
years, year after year; and David sought the face of the 
LORD. And the LORD said, it is for Saul, and for his 
bloody house, because he put to death the Gibeonites. 
And the king called the Gibeonites, and said unto them; 
(now the Gibeonites were not of the children of Israel, but 
of the remnant of the Amorites ; and the children of Israel 
had sworn unto them : and Saul sought to slay them in his 
zeal for the children of Israel and Judah:) and David said
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unto the Gibeonites, What shall I do for you? and where­
with shall I make atonement, that ye may bless the in­
heritance of the LORD? And the Gibeonites said unto 
him, It is no matter of silver or gold between us and Saul, 
or his house; neither is it for us to put any man to death 
in Israel. And he said, What ye shall say, that will I do 
for you. And they said unto the king, The man that con­
sumed us, and that devised against us, that we should be 
destroyed from remaining in any of the borders of Israel, 
let seven men of his sons be delivered unto us, and we will 
hang them up unto the LORD in Gibeah of Saul, the chosen 
of the LORD. And the king said, I will give them. But 
the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the 
son of Saul, because of the LORD’S oath that was between 
them, between David and Jonathan the son of Saul. But 
the king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of 
Aiah, whom she bare unto Saul, Armoni and Mephi- 
bosheth; and the five sons of Michal the daughter of 
Saul, whom she bare to Adriel the son of Barzillai the 
Meholathite: and he delivered them into the hands of the 
Gibeonites, and they hanged them in the mountain before 
the LORD, and they fell all seven together: and they were 
put to death in the days of harvest, in the first days, at the 
beginning of barley harvest. And Rizpah the daughter of 
Aiah took sackcloth, and spread it for her upon the rock, 
from the beginning of harvest until water was poured upon 
them from heaven; and she suffered neither the birds of
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the air to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the field 
by night. And it was told David what Rizpah the daughter 
of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done. And David 
went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of Jona­
than his son from the men of Jabesh-gilead, which had 
stolen them from the street of Beth-shan, where the Philis­
tines had hanged them, in the day that the Philistines slew 
Saul in Gilboa: and he brought up from thence the bones 
of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son; and they 
gathered the bones of them that were hanged. And 
they buried the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son 
in the country of Benjamin in Zela, in the sepulchre of 
Kish his father: and they performed all that the king 
commanded. And after that God was intreated for the 
land.

14. And the Philistines had war again with Israel; and 
David went down, and his servants with him, and fought 
against the Philistines: and David waxed faint. And 
Ishbi-benob, which was of the sons of the giant, the 
weight of whose spear was three hundred shekels of brass 
in weight, he being girded with a new sword, thought to 
have slain David. But Abishai the son of Zeruiah sue- 
coured him, and smote the Philistine, and killed him. 
Then the men of David sware unto him, saying, Thou 
shalt go no more out with us to battle, that thou quench 
not the lamp of Israel.
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And it came to pass after this, that there was again war 
with the Philistines at Gob: then Sibbecai the Hushathite 
slew Saph, which was of the sons of the giant. And there, 
was again war with the Philistines at Gob; and Elhanan 
the son of Jaare-oregim the Beth-lehemite slew Goliath the 
Gittite, the staff of whose spear was like a weaver’s beam. 
And there was again war at Gath, where was a man of 
great stature, that had on every hand six fingers, and on 
every foot six toes, four and twenty in number; and he 
also was born to the giant. And when he defied Israel, 
Jonathan the son of Shimei David’s brother slew him. 
These four were born to the giant in Gath ; and they fell 
by the hand of David, and by the hand of his servants.

15. And David spake unto the LORD the words of this 
song in the day that the LORD delivered him out of the 
hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul: and 
he said:

DAVID’S SONG OF VICTORY

The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer, 
even mine;

The God of my rock, in him will I trust;
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, 

and my refuge;
My saviour, thou savest me from violence.
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I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: 
So shall I be saved from mine enemies.

For the waves of death compassed me, 
The floods of ungodliness made me afraid.

The cords of Sheol were round about me: 
The snares of death came upon me.

In my distress I called upon the LORD,
Yea. I called unto my God:

And he heard my voice out of his temple, 
And my cry came into his ears.

Then the earth shook and trembled, 
The foundations of heaven moved 
And were shaken, because he was wroth.

There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, 
And fire out of his mouth devoured: 
Coals were kindled by it.

He bowed the heavens also, and came down; 
And thick darkness was under his feet.

And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly:
Yea, he was seen upon the wings of the wind.

And he made darkness pavilions round about him, 
Gathering of ,waters, thick clouds of the skies.

At the brightness before him coals of fire were kindled. 
The LORD thundered from heaven, 
And the Most High uttered his voice.

And he sent out arrows, and scattered them;
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Lightning, and discomfited them.
Then the channels of the sea appeared,

The foundations of the world were laid bare,
By the rebuke of the LORD,

At the blast of the breath of his nostrils.
He sent from on high, he took me ;

He drew me out of many waters ;
He delivered me from my strong enemy,

From them that hated me ;
For they were too mighty for me.

They came upon me in the day of my calamity:
But the LORD was my stay.

He brought me forth also into a large place:
He delivered me, because he delighted in me.

The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness : 
According to the cleanness of my hands hath he rec­

ompensed me.
For I have kept the ways of the LORD,

And have not wickedly departed from my God.
For all his judgements were before me :

And as for his statutes, I did not depart from them.
I was also perfect toward him,

And I kept myself from mine iniquity.
Therefore hath the LORD recompensed me according to 

my righteousness ;
According to my cleanness in his eyesight.
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With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful,
With the perfect man thou wilt shew thyself perfect;

With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure ;
And with the perverse thou wilt shew thyself froward.

And the afflicted people thou wilt save:
But thine eyes are upon the haughty,
That thou mayest bring them down.

For thou art my lamp, O LORD :
And the LORD will lighten my darkness.

For by thee I run upon a troop :
By my God do I leap over a wall.

As for God, his way is perfect:
The word of the LORD is tried;

He is a shield unto all them that trust in him.
For who is God, save the LORD?

And who is a rock, save our God?
God is my strong fortress :

And he guideth the perfect in his way.
He maketh his feet like hinds’ feet:

And setteth me upon my high places.
He teacheth my hands to war;

So that mine arms do bend a bow of brass.
Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation:

And thy gentleness hath made me great.
Thou hast enlarged my steps under me,

And my feet have not slipped.
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I have pursued mine enemies,
And destroyed them;

Neither did I turn again till they were consumed.
And I have consumed them,
And smitten them through that they cannot arise:

Yea, they are fallen under my feet.
For thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle:

Thou hast subdued under me those that rose up 
against me.

Thou hast also made mine enemies turn their backs unto me, 
That I might cut off them that hate me.

They looked, but there was none to save;
Even unto the LORD, but he answered them not.

Then did I beat them small as the dust of the earth,
I did stamp them as the mire of the streets, and did 

spread them abroad.
Thou also hast delivered me from the strivings of my 

people;
Thou hast kept me to be the head of the nations:

A people whom I have not known shall serve me.
The strangers shall submit themselves unto me:

As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey me.
The strangers shall fade away,

And shall come trembling out of their close places.

The LORD liveth ; and blessed be my rock;
And exalted be the God of the rock of my salvation :
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Even the God that executeth vengeance for me, 
And bringeth down peoples under me, 

And that bringeth me forth from mine enemies :
Yea, thou liftest me up above them that rise up 

against me:
Thou deliverest me from the violent man.

Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among 
the nations,

And will sing praises unto thy name.
Great deliverance giveth he to his king: 
And sheweth lovingkindness to his anointed, 

To David and to his seed, for evermore.

16

THE LAST WORDS OF DAVID
David the son of Jesse saith,

And the man who was raised on high saith,
The anointed of the God of Jacob, 

And the sweet psalmist of Israel:

The spirit of the LORD spake by me, 
And his word was upon my tongue.

The God of Israel said,
The Rock of Israel spake to me: 

“ One that ruleth over men righteously, 
That ruleth in the fear of God,
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He shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, 
A morning without clouds ;

When the tender grass springeth out of the earth, 
Through clear shining after rain.”

For is not my house so with God?
For he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, 
Ordered in all things, and sure:

For all my salvation, and all my desire, 
Will he not make it to grow ?

But the ungodly shall be all of them as thorns to be thrust 
away,

For they cannot be taken with the hand:
But the man that toucheth them must be armed with iron 

and the staff of a spear;
And they shall be utterly burned with fire in their 

place.

B
David’s Mighty Men

These be the names of the mighty men whom David had: 
Josheb-basshebeth a Tahchemonite, chief of the captains; 
the same was Adino the Eznite, against eight hundred slain 
at one time. And after him was Eleazar the son of Dodai 
the son of an Ahohite, one of the three mighty men with 
David, when they defied the Philistines that were there gath­
ered together to battle, and the men of Israel were gone 
away: he arose, and smote the Philistines until his hand was 
weary, and his hand clave unto the sword: and the LORD 
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wrought a great victory that day; and the people returned 
after him only to spoil. And after him was Shammah the 
son of Agee a Hararite. And the Philistines were gathered 
together into a troop, where was a plot of ground full of 
lentils; and the people fled from the Philistines. But he 
stood in the midst of the plot, and defended it, and slew the 
Philistines: and the LORD wrought a great victory. And 
three of the thirty chief went down, and came to David in 
the harvest time unto the cave of Adullam; and the troop 
of the Philistines were encamped in the valley of Rephaim. 
And David was then in the hold, and the garrison of the 
Philistines was then in Beth-lehem. And David longed, and 
said, Oh that one would give me water to drink of the well 
of Beth-lehem, which is by the gate! And the three mighty 
men brake through the host of the Philistines, and drew 
water out of the well of Beth-lehem, that was by the gate, and 
took it, and brought it to David: but he would not drink 
thereof, but poured it out unto the LORD. And he said, Be 
it far from me, O LORD, that I should do this: shall I drink 
the blood of the men that went in jeopardy of their lives? 
therefore he would not drink it. These things did the three 
mighty men. And Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of 
Zeruiah, was chief of the three. And he lifted up his spear 
against three hundred and slew them, and had a name 
among the three. Was he not most honourable of the three? 
therefore he was made their captain: howbeit he attained not 
unto the first three. And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the 
son of a valiant man of Kabzeel, who had done mighty deeds, 
he slew the two sons of Ariel of Moab: he went down also 
and slew a lion in the midst of a pit in time of snow: and he 
slew an Egyptian, a goodly man: and the Egyptian had a
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spear in his hand; but he went down to him with a staff, and 
plucked the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and slew him 
with his own spear. These things did Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada, and had a name among the three mighty men. 
He was more honourable than the thirty, but he attained not 
to the first three. And David set him over his guard.

Asahel the brother of Joab was one of the thirty; Elhanan 
the son of Dodo of Beth-lehem: Shammah the Harodite, 
Elika the Harodite; Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of Ikkesh 
the Tekoite; Abiezer the Anathothite, Mebunnai the Husha- 
thite; Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite; Heleb 
the son of Baanah the Netophathite, Ittai the son of Ribai of 
Gibeah of the children of Benjamin ; Benaiah a Pirathonite, 
Hiddai of the brooks of Gaash ; Abi-albon the Arbathite, Az- 
maveth the Barhumite; Eliahba the Shaalbonite, the sons of 
Jashen, Jonathan; Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam the son 
of Sharar the Ararite ; Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son 
of the Maacathite, Eliam the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite; 
Hezro the Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite; Igai the son of 
Nathan of Zobah, Bani the Gadite; Zelek the Ammonite, 
Naharai the Beerothite, armourbearers to Joab the son of 
Zeruiah ; Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, Uriah the Hittite: 
thirty and seven in all.

xvii

Gad and the Numbering of the People

And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against 
Israel, and he moved David against them, saying, Go, 
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number Israel and Judah. And the king said to Joab the 
captain of the host, which was with him, Go now to and 
fro through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan even to Beer­
sheba, and number ye the people, that I may know the 
sum of the people. And Joab said unto the king, Now 
the LORD thy God add unto the people, how many soever 
they be, an hundredfold, and may the eyes of my lord 
the king see it: but why doth my lord the king delight 
in this thing? Notwithstanding the king’s word pre­
vailed against Joab, and against the captains of the host. 
And Joab and the captains of the host went out from 
the presence of the king, to number the people of Israel. 
And they passed over Jordan, and pitched in Aroer, 
on the right side of the city that is in the middle of 
the valley of Gad, and unto Jazer: then they came to 
Gilead, and to the land of Tahtim-hodshi ; and they came 
to Dan-jaan, and round about to Zidon, and came to the 
strong hold of Tyre, and to all the cities of the Hivites, 
and of the Canaanites : and they went out to the south of 
Judah, at Beer-sheba. So when they had gone to and fro 
through all the land, they came to Jerusalem at the end of 
nine months and twenty days. And Joab gave up the 
sum of the numbering of the people unto the king: and 
there were in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant men 
that drew the sword ; and the men of Judah were five hun­
dred thousand men.

And David’s heart smote him after that he had num- 
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bered the people. And David said unto the LORD, I have 
sinned greatly in that I have done : but now, O LORD, put 
away, I beseech thee, the iniquity of thy servant; for I 
have done very foolishly. And when David rose up in 
the morning, the word of the LORD came unto the prophet 
Gad, David’s seer, saying, Go and speak unto David, Thus 
saith the LORD, I offer thee three things : choose thee one 
of them, that I may do it unto thee. So Gad came to 
David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years 
of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee 
three months before thy foes while they pursue thee? or 
shall there be three days’ pestilence in thy land? now ad­
vise thee, and consider what answer I shall return to him 
that sent me. And David said unto Gad, I am in a great 
strait: let us fall now into the hand of the LORD ; for his 
mercies are great: and let me not fall into the hand of 
man. So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from the 
morning even to the time appointed: and there died of 
the people from Dan even to Beer-sheba seventy thousand 
men. And when the angel stretched out his hand toward 
Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD repented him of the evil, 
and said to the angel that destroyed the people, It is enough ; 
now stay thine hand. And the angel of the LORD was by 
the threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite. And David 
spake unto the LORD when he saw the angel that smote 
the people, and said, Lo, I have sinned, and I have done 
perversely: but these sheep, what have they done? let
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thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against my 
father’s house.

And Gad came that day to David, and said unto him, 
Go up, rear an altar unto the LORD in the threshing-floor 
of Araunah the Jebusite. And David went up according 
to the saying of Gad, as the LORD commanded. And 
Araunah looked forth, and saw the king and his servants 
coming on toward him : and Araunah went out, and bowed 
himself before the king with his face to the ground. And 
Araunah said, Wherefore is my lord the king come to his 
servant? And David said, To buy the threshing-floor of 
thee, to build an altar unto the LORD, that the plague may 
be stayed from the people. And Araunah said unto 
David, Let my lord the king take and offer up what seem- 
eth good unto him : behold, the oxen for the burnt offer­
ing. and the threshing instruments and the furniture of the 
oxen for the wood : all this, O king, doth Araunah give 
unto the king. And Araunah said unto the king, The 
LORD thy God accept thee. And the king said unto 
Araunah. Nay ; but I will verily buy it of thee at a price : 
neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God 
which cost me nothing. So David bought the threshing­
floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. And David 
built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offer­
ings and peace offerings. So the LORD was intreated for 
the land, and the plague was stayed from Israel.
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18. Now king David was old and stricken in years; 
and they covered him with clothes, but he gat no heat. 
Wherefore his servants said unto him, Let there be sought 
for my lord the king a young virgin: and let her stand 
before the king, and cherish him; and let her lie in thy 
bosom, that my lord the king may get heat. So they 
sought for a fair damsel throughout all the coasts of Israel, 
and found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to 
the king. And the damsel was very fair; and she cher­
ished the king, and ministered to him ; but the king knew 
her not.

Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, say­
ing, I will be king: and he prepared him chariots and 
horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. And his 
father had not displeased him at any time in saying, Why 
hast thou done so ? and he was also a very goodly man; 
and he was born after Absalom. And he conferred with 
Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the priest: 
and they following Adonijah helped him. But Zadok the 
priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Shimei, and Rei, and the mighty men which 
belonged to David, were not with Adonijah. And Adon- 
ijah slew sheep and oxen and failings by the stone of 
Zoheleth, which is beside En-rogel; and he called all his 
brethren the king’s sons, and all the men of Judah the 
king’s servants : but Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and 
the mighty men, and Solomon his brother, he called not.
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Then Nathan spake unto Bath-sheba the mother of Solo­
mon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonijah the son 
of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord knoweth it 
not? Now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, give thee 
counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, and the life 
of thy son Solomon. Go and get thee in unto king David, 
and say unto him, Didst not thou, my lord, O king, swear 
unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son 
shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? 
why then doth Adonijah reign? Behold, while thou yet 
talkest there with the king, I also will come in after thee, 
and confirm thy words. And Bath-sheba went in unto the 
king into the chamber: and the king was very old; and 
Abishag the Shunammite ministered unto the king. And 
Bath-sheba bowed, and did obeisance unto the king. 
And the king said, What wouldest thou? And she said 
unto him, My lord, thou swarest by the LORD thy God 
unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son 
shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne. 
And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth ; and thou, my lord 
the king, knowest it not: and he hath slain oxen and fat- 
lings and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the 
sons of the king, and Abiathar the priest, and Joab the 
captain of the host: but Solomon thy servant hath he 
not called. And thou, my lord the king, the eyes of all 
Israel are upon thee, that thou shouldest tell them who 
shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him.
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Otherwise it shall come to pass, when my lord the king 
shall sleep with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon 
shall be counted offenders. And, 10, while she yet talked 
with the king, Nathan the prophet came in. And they 
told the king, saying, Behold, Nathan the prophet. And 
when he was come in before the king, he bowed himself 
before the king with his face to the ground. And Nathan 
said, My lord, O king, hast thou said, Adonijah shall reign 
after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? For he is 
gone down this day, and hath slain oxen and fadings and 
sheep in abundance, and hath called all the king’s sons, 
and the captains of the host, and Abiathar the priest; and, 
behold, they eat and drink before him, and say, God save 
king Adonijah. But me, even me thy servant, and Zadok 
the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and thy ser­
vant Solomon, hath he not called. Is this thing done by 
my lord the king, and thou hast not shewed unto thy 
servants who should sit on the throne of my lord the king 
after him ? Then king David answered and said, Call me 
Bath-sheba. And she came into the king’s presence, and 
stood before the king. And the king sware, and said, 
As the LORD liveth, who hath redeemed my soul out of 
all adversity, verily as I sware unto thee by the LORD, the 
God of Israel, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall 
reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne in my 
stead; verily so will I do this day. Then Bath-sheba 
bowed with her face to the earth, and did obeisance to the 
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king, and said, Let my lord king David live for ever. 
And king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and 
Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. 
And they came before the king. And the king said unto 
them, Take with you the servants of your lord, and cause 
Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule, and 
bring him down to Gihon: and let Zadok the priest and 
Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel: 
and blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God save king 
Solomon. Then ye shall come up after him, and he shall 
come and sit upon my throne; for he shall be king in my 
stead: and I have appointed him to be prince over Israel 
and over Judah. And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada an­
swered the king, and said, Amen: the LORD, the God of 
my lord the king, say so too. As the LORD hath been 
with my lord the king, even so be he with Solomon, and 
make his throne greater than the throne of my lord king 
David.

So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and 
the Pelethites, went down, and caused Solomon to ride 
upon king David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon. 
And Zadok the priest took the horn of oil out of the Tent, 
and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and 
all the people said, God save king Solomon. And all the 
people came up after him, and the people piped with 
pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth rent 
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with the sound of them. And Adonijah and all the 
guests that were with him heard it as they had made an 
end of eating. And when Joab heard the sound of the 
trumpet, he said, Wherefore is this noise of the city being 
in an uproar? While he yet spake, behold, Jonathan the 
son of Abiathar the priest came: and Adonijah said, 
Come in; for thou art a worthy man, and bringest good 
tidings. And Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, 
Verily our lord king David hath made Solomon king: 
and the king hath sent with him Zadok the priest, and 
Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and 
the Cherethites and the Pelethites, and they have caused 
him to ride upon the king’s mule: and Zadok the priest 
and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king in Gihon : 
and they are come up from thence rejoicing, so that the 
city rang again. This is the noise that ye have heard. 
And also Solomon sitteth on the throne of the king­
dom. And moreover the king’s servants came to bless 
our lord king David, saying, Thy God make the name 
of Solomon better than thy name, and make his throne 
greater than thy throne: and the king bowed himself 
upon the bed. And also thus said the king, Blessed be 
the LORD, the God of Israel, which hath given one to sit 
on my throne this day, mine eyes even seeing it. And 
all the guests of Adonijah were afraid, and rose up, and 
went every man his way. And Adonijah feared because 
of Solomon; and he arose, and went, and caught hold on
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the horns of the altar. And it was told Solomon, saying, 
Behold, Adonijah feareth king Solomon : for, 10, he hath 
laid hold on the horns of the altar, saying, Let king Solo­
mon swear unto me this day that he will not slay his ser­
vant with the sword. And Solomon said, If he shall shew 
himself a worthy man, there shall not an hair of him fall 
to the earth : but if wickedness be found in him, he shall 
die. So king Solomon sent, and they brought him down 
from the altar. And he came and did obeisance to king 
Solomon : and Solomon said unto him, Go to thine house.

Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; 
and he charged Solomon his son, saying, I go the way of 
all the earth : be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself 
a man ; and keep the charge of the LORD thy God, to 
walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his command­
ments, and his judgements, and his testimonies, according 
to that which is written in the law of Moses, that thou 
mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever 
thou turnest thyself: that the LORD may establish his 
word which he spake concerning me, saying, If thy chil­
dren take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth 
with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not 
fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel. More­
over thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did 
unto me, even what he did to the two captains of the 
hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto 
Amasa the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the 
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blood of war in peace, and put the blood of war upon his 
girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were 
on his feet. Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and 
let not his hoar head go down to the grave in peace. 
But shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the Gilead­
ite, and let them be of those that eat at thy table: for so 
they came to me when I fled from Absalom thy brother. 
And, behold, there is with thee Shimei the son of Gera, 
the Benjamite, of Bahurim, who cursed me with a grievous 
curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim: but he 
came down to meet me at Jordan, and I sware to him by 
the LORD, saying, I will not put thee to death with the 
sword. Now therefore hold him not guiltless, for thou 
art a wise man 5 and thou wilt know what thou oughtest 
to do unto him, and thou shalt bring his hoar head down 
to the grave with blood.

And David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the 
city of David. And the days that David reigned over 
Israel were forty years : seven years reigned he in Heb­
ron, and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem.

19. And Solomon sat upon the throne of David his 
father; and his kingdom was established greatly. Then 
Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bath-sheba the 
mother of Solomon. And she said, Comest thou peace­
ably? And he said, Peaceably. He said moreover, I have 
somewhat to say unto thee. And she said, Say on. And 
he said, Thou knowest that the kingdom was mine, and
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that all Israel set their faces on me, that I should reign: 
howbeit the kingdom is turned about, and is become my 
brother’s : for it was his from the LORD. And now I ask 
one petition of thee, deny me not. And she said unto 
him, Say on. And he said, Speak, I pray thee, unto 
Solomon the king, (for he will not say thee nay,) that he 
give me Abishag the Shunammite to wife. And Bath­
sheba said, Well; I will speak for thee unto the king. 
Bath-sheba therefore went unto king Solomon, to speak 
unto him for Adonijah. And the king rose up to meet 
her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat down on his 
throne, and caused a throne to be set for the king’s 
mother; and she sat on his right hand. Then she said, 
I ask one small petition of thee; deny me not. And the 
king said unto her, Ask on, my mother: for I will not 
deny thee. And she said, Let Abishag the Shunammite 
be given to Adonijah thy brother to wife. And king Solo­
mon answered and said unto his mother, And why dost 
thou ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah ? ask for 
him the kingdom also ; for he is mine elder brother; even 
for him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son 
of Zeruiah. Then king Solomon sware by the LORD, say­
ing, God do so to me, and more also, if Adonijah have not 
spoken this word against his own life. Now therefore as 
the LORD liveth, who hath established me, and set me on 
the throne of David my father, and who hath made me an 
house, as he promised, surely Adonijah shall be put to 

86 '



The Kings 8- Book VIII

death this day. And king Solomon sent by the hand of 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him, that 
he died. And unto Abiathar the priest said the king, Get 
thee to Anathoth, unto thine own fields; for thou art 
worthy of death: but I will not at this time put thee to 
death, because thou barest the ark of the Lord GOD before 
David my father, and because thou wast afflicted in all 
wherein my father was afflicted. So Solomon thrust out 
Abiathar from being priest unto the LORD ; that he might 
fulfil the word of the LORD, which he spake concerning 
the house of Eli in Shiloh.

And the tidings came to Joab: for Joab had turned 
after Adonijah, though he turned not after Absalom. 
And Joab fled unto the Tent of the LORD, and caught 
hold on the horns of the altar. And it was told king 
Solomon, Joab is fled unto the Tent of the LORD, and, 
behold, he is by the altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, fall upon him. And 
Benaiah came to the Tent of the LORD, and said unto him, 
Thus saith the king, Come forth. And he said, Nay ; but 
I will die here. And Benaiah brought the king word 
again, saying, Thus said Joab, and thus he answered me. 
And the king said unto him, Do as he hath said, and fall 
upon him, and bury him ; that thou mayest take away the 
blood, which Joab shed without cause, from me and from 
my father’s house. And the LORD shall return his blood 
upon his own head, because he fell upon two men more 
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righteous and better than he, and slew them with the 
sword, and my father David knew it not, to wit, Abner the 
son of Ner, captain of the host of Israel, and Amasa 
the son of Jether, captain of the host of Judah. So shall 
their blood return upon the head of Joab, and upon the 
head of his seed for ever: but unto David, and unto his 
seed, and unto his house, and unto his throne, shall there 
be peace for ever from the LORD. Then Benaiah the son 
of Jehoiada went up, and fell upon him, and slew him ; and 
he was buried in his own house in the wilderness. And 
the king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his room over 
the host: and Zadok the priest did the king put in the 
room of Abiathar.

And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto 
him, Build thee an house in Jerusalem, and dwell there, 
and go not forth thence any whither. For on the day 
thou goest out, and passest over the brook Kidron, know 
thou for certain that thou shalt surely die: thy blood shall 
be upon thine own head. And Shimei said unto the 
king, The saying is good: as my lord the king hath said, 
so will thy servant do. And Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem 
many days. And it came to pass at the end of three 
years, that two of the servants of Shimei ran away unto 
Achish, son of Maacah, king of Gath. And they told 
Shimei, saying, Behold, thy servants be in Gath. And 
Shimei arose, and saddled his ass, and went to Gath to 
Achish, to seek his servants: and Shimei went, and 
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brought his servants from Gath. And it was told Solo­
mon that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath, and 
was come again. And the king sent and called for 
Shimei, and said unto him, Did I not make thee to swear 
by the LORD, and protested unto thee, saying, Know for 
certain, that on the day thou goest out, and walkest 
abroad any whither, thou shalt surely die? and thou 
saidst unto me, The saying that I have heard is good. 
Why then hast thou not kept the oath of the LORD, and 
the commandment that I have charged thee with? The 
king said moreover to Shimei, Thou knowest all the wick­
edness which thine heart is privy to, that thou didst to 
David my father: therefore the LORD shall return thy 
wickedness upon thine own head. But king Solomon 
shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be estab­
lished before the LORD for ever. So the king commanded 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he went out, and fell 
upon him, that he died. And the kingdom was estab­
lished in the hand of Solomon.

20. And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought her 
into the city of David, until he had made an end of build­
ing his own house, and the house of the LORD, and the 
wall of Jerusalem round about. Only the people sacri­
ficed in the high places, because there was no house built 
for the name of the LORD until those days. And Solo­
mon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his
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father: only he sacrificed and burnt incense in the high 
places.

21. And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there ; for 
that was the great high place: a thousand burnt offerings 
did Solomon offer upon that altar. In Gibeon the LORD 
appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, 
Ask what I shall give thee. And Solomon said, Thou 
hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great kind­
ness, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee ; and 
thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast 
given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 
And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant 
king instead of David my father: and I am but a little 
child; I know not how to go out or come in. And thy 
servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast 
chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor 
counted for multitude. Give thy servant therefore an 
understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may dis­
cern between good and evil; for who is able to judge this 
thy great people? And the speech pleased the Lord, that 
Solomon had asked this thing. And God said unto him. 
Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked 
for thyself long life ; neither hast asked riches for thy­
self, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies ; but hast 
asked for thyself understanding to discern judgement; be­
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hold, I have done according to thy word: 10, I have given 
thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there 
hath been none like thee before thee, neither after thee 
shall any arise like unto thee. And I have also given 
thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches and 
honour, so that there shall not be any among the kings 
like unto thee, all thy days. And if thou wilt walk in my 
ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy 
father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 
And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream: and 
he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings, 
and offered peace offerings, and made a feast to all his 
servants.

22. Then came there two women, that were harlots, 
unto the king, and stood before him. And the one 
woman said, Oh my lord, I and this woman dwell in one 
house; and I was delivered of a child with her in the 
house. And it came to pass the third day after I was 
delivered, that this woman was delivered also; and we 
were together; there was no stranger with us in the 
house, save we two in the house. And this woman’s child 
died in the night; because she overlaid it. And she 
arose at midnight, and took my son from beside me, while 
thine handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid 
her dead child in my bosom. And when I rose in the 
morning to give my child suck, behold, it was dead : but 
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when I had considered it in the morning, behold, it was 
not my son, which I did bear. And the other woman 
said, Nay; but the living is my son, and the dead is thy 
son. And this said, No; but the dead is thy son, and 
the living is my son. Thus they spake before the king. 
Then said the king, The one saith, This is my son that liv- 
eth, and thy son is the dead : and the other saith, Nay ; but 
thy son is the dead, and my son is the living. And the king 
said, Fetch me a sword. And they brought a sword be­
fore the king. And the king said, Divide the living child 
in two, and give half to the one, and half to the other. 
Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto 
the king, for her bowels yearned upon her son, and she 
said, Oh my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise 
slay it. But the other said, It shall be neither mine nor 
thine ; divide it. Then the king answered and said, Give 
her the living child, and in no wise slay it: she is the 
mother thereof. And all Israel heard of the judgement 
which the king had judged; and they feared the king: 
for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do 
judgement.

C
Officers of Solomon

And king Solomon was king over all Israel. And these 
were the princes which he had; Azariah the son of Zadok, 
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the priest; Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, scribes ; 
Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud, the recorder; and Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada was over the host; and Zadok and Abia- 
thar were priests; and Azariah the son of Nathan was over 
the officers ; and Zabud the son of Nathan was priest, and the 
king’s friend; and Ahishar was over the household; and 
Adoniram the son of Abda was over the levy.

And Solomon had twelve officers overall Israel, which pro­
vided victuals for the king and his household: each man had 
to make provision for a month in the year. And these are 
their names: Ben-hur, in the hill country of Ephraim : Ben- 
deker, in Makaz, and in Shaalbim, and Beth-shemesh, and 
Elon-beth-hanan : Ben-hesed, in Arub-both ; to him pertained 
Socoh, and all the land of Hepher: Ben-abinadab, in all the 
height of Dor; he had Taphath the daughter of Solomon to 
wife: Baana the son of Ahilud, in Taanach and Megiddo, 
and all Beth-shean which is beside Zarethan, beneath Jezreel, 
from Beth-shean to Abel-meholah, as far as beyond Jokmeam : 
Ben-geber, in Ramoth-gilead; to him pertained the towns of 
Jair the son of Manasseh, which are in Gilead; even to him 
pertained the region of Argob, which is in Bashan, threescore 
great cities with walls and brasen bars: Ahinadab the son of 
Iddo, in Mahanaim: Ahimaaz, in Naphtali; he also took 
Basemath the daughter of Solomon to wife: Baana the son 
of Hushai, in Asher and Bealoth: Jehoshaphat the son of 
Paruah, in Issachar: Shimei the son of Ela, in Benjamin: 
Geber the son of Uri, in the land of Gilead, the country of 
Sihon king of the Amorites and of Og king of Bashan; and 
he was the only officer which was in the land. Judah and 
Israel were many, as the sand which is by the sea in multitude, 
eating and drinking and making merry.
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23. And Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the 
River unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border 
of Egypt: they brought presents, and served Solomon all 
the days of his life. And Solomon’s provision for one day 
was thirty measures of fine flour, and threescore measures 
of meal; ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, 
and an hundred sheep, beside harts, and gazelles, and 
roe-bucks, and fatted fowl. For he had dominion over all 
the region on this side the River, from Tiphsah even to 
Gaza, over all the kings on this side the River: and he 
had peace on all sides round about him. And Judah and 
Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under 
his fig tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days of 
Solomon. And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of 
horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen. 
And those officers provided victual for king Solomon, and 
for all that came unto king Solomon’s table, every man in 
his month : they let nothing be lacking. Barley also and 
straw for the horses and swift steeds brought they unto the 
place where the officers were, every man according to his 
charge.

And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding 
exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand 
that is on the sea shore. And Solomon’s wisdom excelled 
the wisdom of all the children of the east, and all the wis­
dom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all men; than 
Ethan the Ezrahite, and Hernan, and Calcol, and Darda, 
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the sons of Mah01: and his fame was in all the nations 
round about. And he spake three thousand proverbs: 
and his songs were a thousand and five. And he spake 
of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon even unto the 
hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake also of 
beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes. 
And there came of all peoples to hear the wisdom of Solo­
mon, from all kings of the earth, which had heard of his 
wisdom.

24. And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto 
Solomon; for he had heard that they had anointed him 
king in the room of his father: for Hiram was ever a lover 
of David. And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, Thou 
knowest how that David my father could not build an 
house for the name of the LORD his God for the wars 
which were about him on every side, until the LORD put 
them under the soles of his feet. But now the LORD my 
God hath given me rest on every side; there is neither 
adversary, nor evil occurrent. And, behold, I purpose to 
build an house for the name of the LORD my God, as the 
LORD spake unto David, my father, saying, Thy son, whom 
I will set upon thy throne in thy room, he shall build the 
house for my name. Now therefore command thou that 
they hew me cedar trees out of Lebanon ; and my servants 
shall be with thy servants; and I will give thee hire for 
thy servants according to all that thou shalt say: for thou
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knowest that there is not among us any that can skill to 
hew timber like unto the Zidonians. And it came to pass, 
when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced 
greatly, and said, Blessed be the LORD this day, which 
hath given unto David a wise son over this great people. 
And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, I have heard the 
message which thou hast sent unto me: I will do all 
thy desire concerning timber of cedar, and concerning 
timber of fir. My servants shall bring them down from 
Lebanon unto the sea: and I will make them into rafts 
to go by sea unto the place that thou shalt appoint me, 
and will cause them to be broken up there, and thou 
shalt receive them: and thou shalt accomplish my de­
sire, in giving food for my household. So Hiram gave 
Solomon timber of cedar and timber of fir according 
to all his desire. And Solomon gave Hiram twenty 
thousand measures of wheat for food to his household, 
and twenty measures of pure oil: thus gave Solomon 
to Hiram year by year. And the LORD gave Solomon 
wisdom, as he promised him ; and there was peace be­
tween Hiram and Solomon ; and they two made a league 
together.

And king Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel; and 
the levy was thirty thousand men. And he sent them 
to Lebanon, ten thousand a month by courses : a month 
they were in Lebanon, and two months at home: and 
Adoniram was over the levy. And Solomon had three- 
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score and ten thousand that bare burdens, and fourscore 
thousand that were hewers in the mountains | besides 
Solomon’s chief officers that were over the work, three 
thousand and three hundred, which bare rule over the 
people that wrought in the work. And the king com­
manded, and they hewed out great stones, costly stones, 
to lay the foundation of the house with wrought stone. 
And Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s builders and the 
Gebalites did fashion them, and prepared the timber and 
the stones to build the house.

D
Specification of the Temple and the Palace

And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year 
after the children of Israel were come out of the land of 
Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in 
the month Ziv, which is the second month, that he began to 
build the house of the LORD. And the house which king 
Solomon built for the LORD, the length thereof was threescore 
cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty cubits, and the height 
thereof thirty cubits. And the porch before the temple of the 
house, twenty cubits was the length thereof, according to the 
breadth of the house; and ten cubits was the breadth thereof 
before the house. And for the house he made windows of 
fixed lattice-work. And against the wall of the house he built 
stories round about, against the walls of the house round 
about, both of the temple and of the oracle: and he made
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side-chambers round about: the nethermost story was five 
cubits broad, and the middle was six cubits broad, and the 
third was seven cubits broad : for on the outside he made 
rebatements in the wall of the house round about, that the 
beams should not have hold in the walls of the house. And 
the house, when it was in building, was built of stone made 
ready at the quarry: and there was neither hammer nor axe 
nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it was in build­
ing. The door for the middle side-chambers was in the right 
side of the house : and they went up by winding stairs into the 
middle chambers, and out of the middle into the third. So 
he built the house, and finished it; and he covered the house 
with beams and planks of cedar. And he built the stories 
against all the house, each five cubits high : and they rested 
on the house with timber of cedar.

And the word of the LORD came to Solomon, saying, Con­
cerning this house which thou art in building, if thou wilt walk 
in my statutes, and execute my judgements, and keep all my 
commandments to walk in them; then will I establish my 
word with thee, which I spake unto David thy father. And I 
will dwell among the children of Israel, and will not forsake 
my people Israel.

So Solomon built the house, and finished it. And he built 
the walls of the house within with boards of cedar I from the 
floor of the house unto the walls of the ceiling, he covered 
them on the inside with wood: and he covered the floor of 
the house with boards of fir. And he built twenty cubits on 
the hinder part of the house with boards of cedar from the 
floor unto the walls: he even built them for it within, for an 
oracle, even for the most holy place. And the house, that is, 
the temple befoie the oracle, was forty cubits long. And there 
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was cedar on the house within, carved with knops and open 
flowers: all was cedar; there was no stone seen. And he 
prepared an oracle in the midst of the house within, to set 
there the ark of the covenant of the LORD. And within the 
oracle was a space of twenty cubits in length, and twenty 
cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits in the height thereof; and 
he overlaid it with pure gold : and he covered the altar with 
cedar. So Solomon overlaid the house within with pure gold: 
and he drew chains of gold across before the oracle; and he 
overlaid it with gold. And the whole house he overlaid with 
gold, until all the house was finished: also the whole altar 
that belonged to the oracle he overlaid with gold. And in 
the oracle he made two cherubim of olive wood, each ten 
cubits high. And five cubits was the one wing of the cherub, 
and five cubits the other wing of the cherub : from the utter­
most part of the one wing unto the uttermost part of the other 
were ten cubits. And the other cherub was ten cubits: both 
the cherubim were of one measure and one form. The height 
of the one cherub was ten cubits, and so was it of the other 
cherub. And he set the cherubim within the inner house: 
and the wings of the cherubim were stretched forth, so that 
the wing of the one touched the one wall, and the wing of the 
other cherub touched the other wall; and their wings touched 
one another in the midst of the house. And he overlaid the 
cherubim with gold. And he carved all the walls of the house 
round about with carved figures of cherubim and palm trees 
and open flowers, within and without. And the floor of the 
house he overlaid with gold, within and without. And for 
the entering of the oracle he made doors of olive wood : the 
lintel and door posts were a fifth part of the wall. So he made 
two doors of olive wood; and he carved upon them carvings
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of cherubim and palm trees and open flowers, and overlaid 
them with gold; and he spread the gold upon the cherubim, 
and upon the palm trees. So also made he for the entering 
of the temple door posts of olive wood, out of a fourth part of 
the wall; and two doors of fir wood; the two leaves of the 
one door were folding, and the two leaves of the other door 
were folding. And he carved thereon cherubim and palm trees 
and open flowers : and he overlaid them with gold fitted upon 
the graven work. And he built the inner court with three 
rows of hewn stone, and a row of cedar beams. In the fourth 
year was the foundation of the house of the LORD laid, in the 
month Ziv. And in the eleventh year, in the month Bul, 
which is the eighth month, was the house finished throughout 
all the parts thereof, and according to all the fashion of it. So 
was he seven years in building it.

And Solomon was building his own house thirteen years, 
and he finished all his house. For he built the house of the 
forest of Lebanon ; the length thereof was an hundred cubits, 
and the breadth thereof fifty cubits, and the height thereof 
thirty cubits, upon four rows of cedar pillars, with cedar beams 
upon the pillars. And it was covered with cedar above over 
the forty and five beams, that were upon the pillars; fifteen in 
a row. And there were prospects in three rows, and light 
was over against light in three ranks. And all the doors and 
posts were square in prospect: and light was over against 
light in three ranks. And he made the porch of pillars; the 
length thereof was fifty cubits, and the breadth thereof thirty 
cubits ; and a porch before them ; and pillars and thick beams 
before them. And he made the porch of the throne where he 
might judge, even the porch of judgement: and it was covered 
with cedar from floor to floor. And his house where he might
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dwell, the other court within the porch, was of the like work. 
He made also an house for Pharaoh's daughter, (whom Solo­
mon had taken to wife,) like unto this porch. All these were 
of costly stones, even of hewn stone, according to measure, 
sawed with saws, within and without, even from the founda­
tion unto the coping, and so on the outside unto the great 
court. And the foundation was of costly stones, even great 
stones, stones of ten cubits, and stones of eight cubits. And 
above were costly stones, even hewn stone, according to 
measure, and cedar wood. And the great court round about 
had three rows of hewn stone, and a row of cedar beams; 
like as the inner court of the house of the LORD, and the 
porch of the house.

And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. 
He was the son of a widow woman of the tribe of Naphtali, 
and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass; and he 
was filled with wisdom and understanding and cunning, to 
work all works in brass. And he came to king Solomon, and 
wrought all his work. For he fashioned the two pillars of 
brass, of eighteen cubits high apiece: and a line of twelve 
cubits compassed either of them about. And he made two 
chapiters of molten brass, to set upon the tops of the pillars : 
the height of the one chapiter was five cubits, and the height 
of the other chapiter was five cubits. There were nets of 
checker work, and wreaths of chain work, for the chapiters 
which were upon the top of the pillars; seven for the one 
chapiter, and seven for the other chapiter. So he made the 
pillars; and there were two rows round about upon the one 
network, to cover the chapiters that were upon the top of the 
pillars: and so did he for the other chapiter. And the chap­
iters that were upon the top of the pillars in the porch were of 
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lily work, four cubits. And there were chapiters above also 
upon the two pillars, close by the belly which was beside the 
network: and the pomegranates were two hundred, in rows 
round about upon the other chapiter. And he set up the 
pillars at the porch of the temple: and he set up the right 
pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin : and he set up the 
left pillar, and called the name thereof Boaz. And upon the 
top of the pillars was lily work: so was the work of the pillars 
finished. And he made the molten sea of ten cubits from 
brim to brim, round in compass, and the height thereof was 
five cubits: and a line of thirty cubits compassed it round 
about. And under the brim of it round about there were 
knops which did compass it, for ten cubits, compassing the 
sea round about: the knops were in two rows, cast when it 
was cast. It stood upon twelve oxen, three looking toward 
the north, and three looking toward the west, and three look­
ing toward the south, and three looking toward the east: and 
the sea was set upon them above, and all their hinder parts 
were inward. And it was an handbreadth thick; and the 
brim thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, like the 
flower of a lily: it held two thousand baths. And he made 
the ten bases of brass : four cubits was the length of one base, 
and four cubits the breadth thereof, and three cubits the 
height of it. And the work of the bases was on this manner: 
they had borders ; and there were borders between the ledges : 
and on the borders that were between the ledges were lions, 
oxen, and cherubim ; and upon the ledges there was a ped­
estal above : and beneath the lions and oxen were wreaths of 
hanging work. And every base had four brasen wheels, and 
axles of brass: and the four feet thereof had undersetters: 
beneath the laver were the undersetters molten, with wreaths 
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at the side of each. And the mouth of it within the chapiter 
and above was a cubit: and the mouth thereof was round 
after the work of a pedestal, a cubit and an half: and also upon 
the mouth of it were gravings, and their borders were four­
square, not round. And the four wheels were underneath 
the borders; and the axletrees of the wheels were in the base : 
and the height of a wheel was a cubit and half a cubit. And 
the work of the wheels was like the work of a chariot wheel: 
their axletrees, and their felloes, and their spokes, and their 
naves, were all molten. And there were four undersetters at 
the four corners of each base: the undersetters thereof were 
of the base itself. And in the top of the base was there a 
round compass of half a cubit high : and on the top of the 
base the stays thereof and the borders thereof were of the 
same. And on the plates of the stays thereof, and on the 
borders thereof, he graved cherubim, lions, and palm trees, 
according to the space of each, with wreaths round about. 
After this manner he made the ten bases: all of them had 
one casting, one measure, and one form. And he made ten 
lavers of brass: one laver contained forty baths: and every 
laver was four cubits: and upon every one of the ten bases 
one laver. And he set the bases, five on the right side of the 
house, and five on the left side of the house: and he set the 
sea on the right side of the house eastward, toward the south. 
And Hiram made the lavers, and the shovels, and the basons. 
So Hiram made an end of doing all the work that he wrought 
for king Solomon in the house of the LORD : the two pillars, 
and the two bowls of the chapiters that were on the top of the 
pillars; and the two networks to cover the two bowls of the 
chapiters that were on the top of the pillars; and the four 
hundred pomegranates for the two networks; two rows of
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pomegranates for each network, to cover the two bowls of 
the chapiters that were upon the pillars; and the ten bases, 
and the ten lavers on the bases; and the one sea, and the 
twelve oxen under the sea; and the pots, and the shovels, and 
the basons: even all these vessels, which Hiram made for 
king Solomon, in the house of the LORD, were of burnished 
brass. In the plain of Jordan did the king east them, in the 
clay ground between Sueeoth and Zarethan. And Solomon 
left all the vessels unweighed, because they were exceeding 
many : the weight of the brass could not be found out. And 
Solomon made all the vessels that were in the house of the 
LORD: the golden altar, and the table whereupon the shew- 
bread was, of gold; and the candlesticks, five on the right 
side, and five on the left, before the oracle, of pure gold; and 
the flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs, of gold; and the 
cups, and the snuffers, and the basons, and the spoons, and 
the firepans, of pure gold; and the hinges, both for the doors 
of the inner house, the most holy place, and for the doors of 
the house, to wit, of the temple, of gold. Thus all the work 
that king Solomon wrought in the house of the LORD was 
finished. And Solomon brought in the things which David 
his father had dedicated, even the silver, and the gold, and 
the vessels, and put them in the treasuries of the house of the 
LORD.

25. Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and 
all the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers’ 
houses of the children of Israel, unto kin״ Solomon in 
Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion. And all
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the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king Solo­
mon at the feast, in the month Ethanim, which is the 
seventh month. And all the elders of Israel came, and 
the priests took up the ark. And they brought up the ark 
of the LORD, and the tent of meeting, and all the holy 
vessels that were in the Tent; even these did the priests 
and the Levites bring up. And king Solomon and all the 
congregation of Israel, that were assembled unto him, were 
with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that 
could not be told nor numbered for multitude. And the 
priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
unto its place, into the oracle of the house, to the most 
holy place, even under the wings of the cherubim. For 
the cherubim spread forth their wings over the place of 
the ark, and the cherubim covered the ark and the staves 
thereof above. And the staves were so long that the 
ends of the staves were seen from the holy place before 
the oracle; but they were not seen without: and there 
they are, unto this day. There was nothing in the ark 
save the two tables of stone which Moses put there at 
Horeb, when the LORD made a covenant with the chil­
dren of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt. 
And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of 
the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the LORD, 
so that the priests could not stand to minister by reason 
of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD filled the house of 
the LORD.
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Then spake Solomon, The LORD hath said that he 
would dwell in the thick darkness. I have surely built 
thee an house of habitation, a place for thee to dwell in 
for ever. And the king turned his face about, and blessed 
all the congregation of Israel: and all the congregation 
of Israel stood. And he said, Blessed be the LORD, the 
God of Israel, which spake with his mouth unto David my 
father, and hath with his hand fulfilled it, saying, Since 
the day that I brought forth my people Israel out of Egypt, 
I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel to build an 
house, that my name might be there; but I chose David 
to be over my people Israel. Now it was in the heart of 
David my father to build an house for the name of the 
LORD, the God of Israel. But the LORD said unto David 
my father, Whereas it was in thine heart to build an house 
for my name, thou didst well that it was in thine heart: 
nevertheless thou shalt not build the house; but thy son 
that shall come forth out of thy loins, he shall build the 
house for my name. And the LORD hath established his 
word that he spake ; for I am risen up in the room of 
David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the 
LORD promised, and have built the house for the name 
of the LORD, the God of Israel. And there have I set 
a place for the ark. wherein is the covenant of the LORD, 
which he made with our fathers, when he brought them 
out of the land of Egypt.

And Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the 
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presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth 
his hands toward heaven : and he said :

0 LORD, the God of Israel, there is no God like thee, in 
heaven above, or on earth beneath ; who keepest covenant 
and mercy with thy servants, that walk before thee with 
all their heart: who hast kept with thy servant David 
my father that which thou didst promise him: yea, thou 
spakest with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine 
hand, as it is this day. Now therefore, O LORD, the God 
of Israel, keep with thy servant David my father that 
which thou hast promised him, saying, There shall not 
fail thee a man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel; 
if only thy children take heed to their way, to walk before 
me as thou hast walked before me. Now therefore, O 
God of Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, be verified, which 
thou spakest unto thy servant David my father. But will 
God in very deed dwell on the earth ? behold, heaven and 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much 
less this house that I have builded ! Yet have thou re­
spect unto the prayer of thy servant, and to his supplica­
tion, O LORD my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the 
prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee this day: 
that thine eyes may be open towards this house night and 
day, even toward the place whereof thou hast said, My 
name shall be there : to hearken unto the prayer which 
thy servant shall pray toward this place. And hearken 
thou to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people
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Israel, when they shall pray teward this place: yea, hear 
thou in heaven thy dwelling place ; and when thou hearest, 

forgive. If a man sin against his neighbour, and an oath 
be laid upon him to cause him to swear, and he come and 
swear before thine altar in this house : then hear thou in 
heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, condemning the 

wicked, to bring his way upon his own head; and justify­
ing the righteous, to give him according to his righteous­

ness. When thy people Israel be smitten down before 
the enemy, because they have sinned against thee; if they 

turn again to thee, and confess thy name, and pray and 
make supplication unto thee in this house: then hear 

thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, 
and bring them again unto the land which thou gavest 

unto their fathers. When heaven is shut up, and there is 
no rain, because they have sinned against thee ; if they 
pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and turn 
from their sin, when thou dost afflict them: then hear 

thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy servants, and 
of thy people Israel, when thou teachest them the good 
way wherein they should walk ; and send rain upon thy 
land, which thou hast given to thy people for an inheri­
tance. If there be in the land famine, if there be pesti­

lence, if there be blasting or mildew, locust or caterpiller; 
if their enemy besiege them in the land of their cities; 

whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness there be; what 
prayer and supplication soever be made by any man, or 
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by all thy people Israel, which shall know every man the 
plague of his own heart, and spread forth his hands toward 
this house: then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, 
and forgive, and do, and render unto every man according 
to all his ways, whose heart thou knowest; (for thou, even 
thou only, knowest the hearts of all the children of men ;) 
that they may fear thee all the days that they live in the 
land which thou gavest unto our fathers. Moreover con­
cerning the stranger, that is not of thy people Israel, when 
he shall come out of a far country for thy name’s sake; 
(for they shall hear of thy great name, and of thy mighty 
hand, and of thy stretched out arm ;) when he shall come 
and pray toward this house ; hear thou in heaven thy 
dwelling place, and do according to all that the stranger 
calleth to thee for; that all the peoples of the earth may 
know thy name, to fear thee, as doth thy people Israel, 
and that they may know that this house which I have 
built is called by thy name. If thy people go out to bat­
tie against their enemy, by whatsoever way thou shalt 
send them, and they pray unto the LORD toward the city 
which thou hast chosen, and toward the house which I 
have built for thy name : then hear thou in heaven their 
prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause. 
If they sin against thee, (for there is no man that sinneth 
not,) and thou be angry with them, and deliver them to 
the enemy, so that they carry them away captive unto the 
land of the enemy, far off or near; yet if they shall be­
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think themselves in the land whither they are carried cap­
tive, and turn again, and make supplication unto thee in 
the land of them that carried them captive, saying, We 
have sinned, and have done perversely, we have dealt 
wickedly; if they return unto thee with all their heart 
and with all their soul in the land of their enemies, which 
carried them captive, and pray unto thee toward their 
land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, the city which 
thou hast chosen, and the house which I have built for 
thy name : then hear thou their prayer and their supplica­
tion in heaven thy dwelling place, and maintain their 
cause ; and forgive thy people which have sinned against 
thee, and all their transgressions wherein they have trans­
grossed against thee; and give them compassion before 
those who carried them captive, that they may have com­
passion on them : for they be thy people, and thine in­
heritance, which thou broughtest forth out of Egypt, from 
the midst of the furnace of iron: that thine eyes may be 
open unto the supplication of thy servant, and unto the 
supplication of thy people Israel, to hearken unto them 
whensoever they cry unto thee. For thou didst separate 
them from among all the peoples of the earth, to be thine 
inheritance, as thou spakest by the hand of Moses thy 
servant, when thou broughtest our fathers out of Egypt, 
O Lord GOD.

And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of 
praying all this prayer and supplication unto the LORD,
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he arose from before the altar of the LORD, from kneeling 
on his knees with his hands spread forth toward heaven. 
And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of Israel 
with a loud voice, saying: Blessed be the LORD, that hath 
given rest unto his people Israel, according to all that he 
promised: there hath not failed one word of all his good 
promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his 
servant. The LORD our God be with us, as he was with 
our fathers: let him not leave us, nor forsake us: that he 
may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways, 
and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his 
judgements, which he commanded our fathers. And let 
these my words, wherewith I have made supplication be­
fore the LORD, be nigh unto the LORD our God day and 
night, that he maintain the cause of his servant, and the 
cause of his people Israel, as every day shall require : that 
all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD, he 
is God; there is none else. Let your heart therefore be 
perfect with the LORD our God, to walk in his statutes, 
and to keep his commandments, as at this day. And the 
king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the 
LORD. And Solomon offered for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, which he offered unto the LORD, two and twenty 
thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand 
sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel dedi­
cated the house of the LORD. The same day did the 
king hallow the middle of the court that was before the
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house of the LORD ; for there he offered the burnt offer­
ing, and the meal offering, and the fat of the peace offer­
ings: because the brasen altar that was before the LORD 
was too little to receive the burnt offering, and the meal 
offering, and the fat of the peace offerings. So Solomon 
held the feast at that time, and all Israel with him, a great 
congregation, from the entering in of Hamath unto the 
brook of Egypt, before the LORD our God, seven days 
and seven days, even fourteen days. On the eighth day 
he sent the people away, and they blessed the king, and 
went unto their tents joyful and glad of heart for all the 
goodness that the LORD had shewed unto David his ser­
vant, and to Israel his people.

And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished the 
building of the house of the LORD, and the king’s house, 
and all Solomon's desire which he was pleased to do, that 
the LORD appeared to Solomon the second time, as he had 
appeared unto him at Gibeon. And the LORD said unto 
him, I have heard thy prayer and thy supplication, that 
thou hast made before me: I have hallowed this house, 
which thou hast built, to put my name there for ever; and 
mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually. And 
as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father 
walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness, to do 
according to all that I have commanded thee, and wilt 
keep my statutes and my judgements ; then I will establish 
the throne of thy kingdom over Israel for ever; according 
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as I promised to David thy father, saying, There shall not 
fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel. But if ye shall 
turn away from following me, ye or your children, and not 
keep my commandments and my statutes which I have set 
before you, but shall go and serve other gods, and worship 
them: then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I 
have given them; and this house which I have hallowed 
for my name, will I cast out of my sight; and Israel shall 
be a proverb and a byword among all peoples : and though 
this house be so high, yet shall every one that passeth by 
it be astonished, and shall hiss; and they shall say, Why 
hath the LORD done thus unto this land, and to this house? 
And they shall answer, Because they forsook the LORD 
their God, which brought forth their fathers out of the 
land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, and worshipped 
them, and served them: therefore hath the LORD brought 
all this evil upon them.

26. And it came to pass at the end of twenty years, wherein 
Solomon had built the two houses, the house of the LORD 
and the king’s house, (now Hiram the king of Tyre had 
furnished Solomon with cedar trees and fir trees, and 
with gold, according to all his desire,) that then king 
Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee. 
And Hiram came out from Tyre to see the cities which 
Solomon had given him; and they pleased him not. And 
he said, What cities are these which thou hast given me, 
my brother? And he called them the land of Cabul, unto
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this day. And Hiram sent to the king sixscore talents of 
gold.

And this is the reason of the levy which king Solomon 
raised; for to build the house of the LORD, and his own 
house, and Millo, and the Avail of Jerusalem, and Hazor, 
and Megiddo, and Gezer. Pharaoh king of Egypt had 
gone up, and taken Gezer, and burnt it with fire, and slain 
the Canaanites that dwelt in the city, and given it for a 
portion unto his daughter, Solomon’s wife. And Solomon 
built Gezer, and Beth-horon the nether, and Baalath, and 
Tamar in the wilderness, in the land, and all the store 
cities that Solomon had, and the cities for his chariots, 
and the cities for his horsemen, and that which Solomon 
desired to build for his pleasure in Jerusalem, and in 
Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion. As for 
all the people that were left of the Amorites, the 
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 
which Avere not of the children of Israel; their children 
that were left after them in the land, whom the chil­
dren of Israel were not able utterly to destroy, of them 
did Solomon raise a levy of bondservants, unto this day. 
But of the children of Israel did Solomon make no bond­
servants: but they were the men of Avar, and his servants, 
and his princes, and his captains, and rulers of his chariots 
and of his horsemen. These were the chief officers that 
were over Solomon’s Avork, five hundred and fifty, which 
bare rule over the people that wrought in the work. But
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Pharaoh’s daughter came up out of the city of David unto 
her house which Solomon had built for her: then did he 
build Millo. And three times in a year did Solomon offer 
burnt offerings and peace offerings upon the altar which 
he built unto the LORD, burning incense therewith, upon 
the altar that was before the LORD. So he finished the 
house.

27. And king Solomon made a navy of ships in Ezion- 
geber, which is beside Eloth, on the shore of the Red Sea, 
in the land of Edom. And Hiram sent in the navy his ser­
vants, shipmen that had knowledge of the sea, with the ser­
vants of Solomon. And they came to Ophir, and fetched 
from thence gold, four hundred and twenty talents, and 
brought it to king Solomon.

28. And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of 
Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came to 
prove him with hard questions. And she came to Jeru­
salem with a very great train, with camels that bare spices, 
and very much gold, and precious stones : and when she was 
come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was 
in her heart. And Solomon told her all her questions: 
there was not anything hid from the king which he told 
her not. And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the 
wisdom of Solomon, and the house that he had built, and 
the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and 
the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his 
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cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up unto the 
house of the LORD ; there was no more spirit in her. And 
she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard 
in mine own land of thine acts, and of thy wisdom. 
Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine 
eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told me: 
thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard. 
Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, which 
stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. 
Blessed be the LORD thy God, which delighted in thee, to 
set thee on the throne of Israel: because the LORD loved 
Israel for ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judge­
ment and justice. And she gave the king an hundred and 
twenty talents of gold, and of spices very great store, and 
precious stones: there came no more such abundance of 
spices as these which the queen of Sheba gave to king 
Solomon. And the navy also of Hiram, that brought 
gold from Ophir, brought in from Ophir great plenty of 
al mug trees and precious stones. And the king made of 
the almug trees pillars for the house of the LORD, and for 
the king’s house, harps also and psalteries for the singers : 
there came no such almug trees, nor were seen, unto this 
day. And king Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all 
her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which Solo­
mon gave her of his royal bounty. So she turned, and 
went to her own land, she and her servants.

2g. Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one 
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year was six hundred threescore and six talents of gold, 
beside that which the chapmen brought, and the traffic of 
the merchants, and of all the kings of the mingled 
people, and of the governors of the country. And 
king Solomon made two hundred targets of beaten gold: 
six hundred shekels of gold went to one target. And he 
made three hundred shields of beaten gold; three pound 
of gold went to one shield : and the king put them in the 
house of the forest of Lebanon. Moreover the king made 
a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with the finest gold. 
There were six steps to the throne, and the top of the 
throne was round behind: and there were stays on either 
side by the place of the seat, and two lions standing beside 
the stays. And twelve lions stood there on the one side 
and on the other upon the six steps: there was not the 
like made in any kingdom. And all king Solomon’s 
drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of the 
house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold: none 
were of silver; it was nothing accounted of in the days of 
Solomon. For the king had at sea a navy of Tarshish 
with the navy of Hiram : once every three years came the 
navy of Tarshish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, 
and peacocks. So king Solomon exceeded all the kings 
of the earth in riches and in wisdom. And all the earth 
sought the presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom, 
which God had put in his heart. And they brought 
every man his present, vessels of silver, and vessels of
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gold, and raiment, and armour, and spices, horses, and 
mules, a rate year by year. And Solomon gathered to­
gether chariots and horsemen: and he had a thousand 
and four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen, 
which he bestowed in the chariot cities, and with the king 
at Jerusalem. And the king made silver to be in Jeru­
salem as stones, and cedars made he to be as the syco- 
more trees that are in the lowland, for abundance. And 
the horses which Solomon had were brought out of Egypt; 
and the king’s merchants received them in droves, each 
drove at a price. And a chariot came up and went out of 
Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and an horse for 
an hundred and fifty: and so for all the kings of the 
Hittites, and for the kings of Syria, did they bring them 
out by their means.

30. Now king Solomon loved many strange women, to­
gether with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moab­
ites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; of 
the nations concerning which the LORD said unto the 
children of Israel, Ye shall not go among them, neither 
shall they come among you: for surely they will turn 
away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto 
these in love. And he had seven hundred wives, prin­
cesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives 
turned away his heart. For it came to pass, when Solo­
mon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after
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other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD 
his God, as was the heart of David his father. For Solo­
mon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, 
and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. And 
Solomon did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, 
and went not fully after the LORD, as did David his father. 
Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh the 
abomination of Moab, in the mount that is before Jerusa­
lem, and for Molech the abomination of the children of 
Ammon. And so did he for all his strange wives, which 
burned incense and sacrificed unto their gods.

And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his 
heart was turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, 
which had appeared unto him twice, and had commanded 
him concerning this thing, that he should not go after 
other gods: but he kept not that which the LORD com­
manded. Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, For­
asmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my 
covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, 
I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it 
to thy servant. Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do 
it, for David thy father’s sake: but I will rend it out of the 
hand of thy son. Howbeit I will not rend away all the 
kingdom; but I will give one tribe to thy son, for David 
my servant’s sake, and for Jerusalem’s sake which I have 
chosen.

31. And the LORD raised up an adversary unto Solomon, 
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Hadad the Edomite: he was of the king’s seed in Edom. 
For it came to pass, when David was in Edom, and Joab 
the captain of the host was gone up to bury the slain, and 
had smitten every male in Edom ; (for Joab and all Israel 
remained there six months, until he had cut off every male 
in Edom ;) that Hadad fled, he and certain Edomites of 
his father’s seiwants with him, to go into Egypt; Hadad 
being yet a little child. And they arose out of Midian, 
and came to Paran: and they took men with them out of 
Paran, and they came to Egypt, unto Pharaoh king of 
Egypt; which gave him an house, and appointed him vict­
uals, and gave him land. And Hadad found great favour 
in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him to wife the 
sister of his own wife, the sister of Tahpenes the queen. 
And the sister of Tahpenes bare him Genubath his son, 
whom Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s house: and Genu­
bath was in Pharaoh’s house among the sons of Pharaoh. 
And when Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with 
his fathers, and that Joab the captain of the host was dead, 
Hadad said to Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may go to 
mine own country. Then Pharaoh said unto him, But 
what hast thou lacked with me, that, behold, thou seekest 
to go to thine own country? And he answered, Nothing: 
howbeit let me depart in any wise.

And God raised up another adversary unto him, Rezon 
the son of Eliada, which had fled from his lord Hadadezer 
king of Zobah: and he gathered men unto him, and be­
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came captain over a troop, when David slew them of 
Zobah: and they went to Damascus, and dwelt therein, 
and reigned in Damascus. And he was an adversary to 
Israel all the days of Solomon, beside the mischief that 
Hadad did: and he abhorred Israel, and reigned over 
Syria.

32. And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of 
Zeredah, a servant of Solomon, whose mother’s name was 
Zeruah, a widow woman, he also lifted up his hand against 
the king. And this was the cause that he lifted up his 
hand against the king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired 
the breach of the city of David his father. And the man 
Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour: and Solomon saw 
the young man that he was industrious, and he gave him 
charge over all the labour of the house of Joseph. And it 
came to pass at that time, when Jeroboam went out of 
Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found 
him in the way; now Ahijah had clad himself with a new 
garment; and they two were alone in the field. And 
Ahijah laid hold of the new garment that was on him, and 
rent it in twelve pieces. And he said to Jeroboam, Take 
thee ten pieces: for thus saith the LORD, the God of 
Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of 
Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee: (but he shall 
have one tribe, for my servant David’s sake, and for Jeru­
salem’s sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the 
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tribes of Israel:) because that they have forsaken me, and 
have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, 
Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the god of the 
children of Ammon; and they have not walked in my 
ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and to keep 
my statutes and my judgements, as did David his father. 
Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom out of his 
hand: but I will make him prince all the days of his life, 
for David my servant’s sake, whom I chose, because he 
kept my commandments and my statutes: but I will take 
the kingdom out of his son’s hand, and will give it unto 
thee, even ten tribes. And unto his son will I give one 
tribe, that David my servant may have a lamp alway before 
me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen me to put 
my name there. And I will take thee, and thou shalt 
reign according to all that thy soul desireth, and shalt be 
king over Israel. And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken 
unto all that I command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, 
and do that which is right in mine eyes, to keep my stat­
utes and my commandments, as David my servant did; 
that I will be with thee, and will build thee a sure house, 
as I built for David, and will give Israel unto thee. And 
I will for this afflict the seed of David, but not for ever. 
Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam : but Jeroboam 
arose, and fled into Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, 
and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon.

33. Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that 
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he did, and his wisdom, are they not written in the book 
of the acts of Solomon? And the time that Solomon 
reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. And 
Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city 
of David his father: and Rehoboam his son reigned in his 
stead.
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r. And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel 
were come to Shechem to make him king. And it came 
to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat . 
heard of it, (for he was yet in Egypt, whither trekigabm 
he had fled from the presence of king Solo­

mon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt, and they sent and 
called him;) that Jeroboam and all the congregation of 
Israel came, and spake unto Rehoboam, saying, Thy 

father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou 
the grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke 

which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee. And 
he said unto them, Depart yet for three days, then come 
again to me. And the people departed. And king Reho- 

boam took counsel with the old men, that had stood before 
Solomon his father while he yet lived, saying, What coun­
sel give ye me to return answer to this people? And they 

spake unto him, saying, If thou wilt be a servant unto this 
people this day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, 

and speak good words to them, then they will be thy ser­
vants for ever. But he forsook the counsel of the old 

men which they had given him, and took counsel with 
the young men that were grown up with him, that stood 
before him. And he said unto them, What counsel give 
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ye, that we may return answer to this people, who have 
spoken to me, saying, Make the yoke that thy father did 

put upon us lighter? And the young men that were grown 
up with him spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou say 
unto this people that spake unto thee, saying, Thy father 
made our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto us; 

thus shalt thou speak unto them, My little finger is thicker 
than my father’s loins. And now whereas my father did 
lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke: my 
father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you 
with scorpions. So Jeroboam and all the people came to 
Rehoboam the third day, as the king bade, saying, Come 

to me again the third day. And the king answered the 
people roughly, and forsook the counsel of the old men 
which they had given him ; and spake to them after the 
counsel of the young men, saying, My father made your 

yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke : my father chastised 
you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. So 
the king hearkened not unto the people; for it was a thing 

brought about of the LORD, that he might establish his 
word, which the LORD spake by the hand of Ahijah the 
Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat. And when all 
Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto them, the 

people answered the king, saying, What portion have we 
in David? neither have we inheritance in the son of 
Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own 

house, David. So Israel departed unto their tents. But 
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as for the children of Israel which dwelt in the cities of 
Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. Then king Reho- 
boam sent Adoram, who was over the levy I and all 
Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. And king 
Rehoboam made speed to get him up to his chariot, to flee 
to Jerusalem. So Israel rebelled against the house of 
David, unto this day. And it came to pass, when all 
Israel heard that Jeroboam was returned, that they sent 
and called him unto the congregation, and made him king 
over all Israel: there was none that followed the house of 
David, but the tribe of Judah only.

And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he assem­
bled all the house of Judah, and the tribe of Benjamin, an 
hundred and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were 
warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, to bring the 
kingdom again to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. But 
the word of God came unto Shemaiah the man of God, 
saying, Speak unto Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of 
Judah, and unto all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and 
to the rest of the people, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Ye 
shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren the children 
of Israel: return every man to his house ; for this thing is of 
me. So they hearkened unto the word of the LORD, and 
returned and went their way, according to the word of the 
LORD.

2. Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of 
Ephraim, and dwelt therein ; and he went out from thence, 
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and built Penuel. And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now 
shall the kingdom return to the house of David: if this 

people go up to offer sacrifices in the house 
Jeroboam °f LORD at Jerusalem, then shall the 

heart of this people turn again unto their 
lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah; and they 
shall kill me, and return to Rehoboam king of Judah. 
Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of 
gold; and he said unto them, It is too much for you to go 
up to Jerusalem ; behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought 
thee up out of the land of Egypt. And he set the one in 
Beth-el, and the other put he in Dan. And this thing 
became a sin: for the people went to worship before the 
one, even unto Dan. And he made houses of high places, 
and made priests from among all the people, which were 
not of the sons of Levi. And Jeroboam ordained a feast 
in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, 
like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he went up unto 
the altar; so did he in Beth-el, sacrificing unto the calves 
that he had made: and he placed in Beth-el the priests of 
the high places which he had made. And he went up 
unto the altar which he had made in Beth-el on the 
fifteenth day in ihe eighth month, even in the month 
which he had devised of his own heart: and he ordained 
a feast for the children of Israel, and went up unto the 
altar, to burn incense.
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iii

The Man of God and the Old Prophet of Beth-el

And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by 
the word of the LORD unto Beth-el: and Jeroboam was 
standing by the altar to burn incense. And he cried 
against the altar by the word of the LORD, and said, O 
altar, altar, thus saith the LORD : Behold, a child shall be 
born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon 
thee shall he sacrifice the priests of the high places that 
burn incense upon thee, and men’s bones shall they burn 
upon thee. And he gave a sign the same day, saying, 
This is the sign which the LORD hath spoken : Behold, 
the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that are upon it shall 
be poured out. And it came to pass, when the king heard 
the saying of the man of God, which he cried against the 
altar in Beth-el, that Jeroboam put forth his hand from the 
altar, saying, Lay hold on him. And his hand, which he 
put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not draw 
it back again to him. The altar also was rent, and the ashes 
poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the 
man of God had given by the word of the LORD. And the 
king answered and said unto the man of God, Intreat now 
the favour of the LORD thy God, and pray for me, that my 
hand may be restored me again. And the man of God 
intreated the LORD, and the king’s hand was restored him 

131



Book IX Bible History

again, and became as it was before. And the king said 
unto the man of God, Come home with me, and refresh 
thyself, and I will give thee a reward. And the man of 
God said unto the king. If thou wilt give me half thine 
house, I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread 
nor drink water in this place: for so was it charged me by 
the word of the LORD, saying, Thou shalt eat no bread, 
nor drink water, neither return by the way that thou 
earnest. So he went another way, and returned not by 
the way that he came to Beth-el.

Now there dwelt an old prophet in Beth-el; and one of 
his sons came and told him all the works that the man of 
God had done that day in Beth-el: the words which he 
had spoken unto the king, them also they told unto their 
father. And their father said unto them, What way went 
he? Now his sons had seen what way the man of God 
went, which came from Judah. And he said unto his 
sons, Saddle me the ass. So they saddled him the ass: 
and he rode thereon. And he went after the man of God, 
and found him sitting under an oak : and he said unto him, 
Art thou the man of God that earnest from Judah? And 
he said, I am. Then he said unto him, Come home with 
me, and eat bread. And he said, I may not return with 
thee, nor go in with thee: neither will I eat bread nor 
drink water with thee in this place : for it was said to me by 
the word of the LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink 
water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou 

132



The Kings 8<- Book IX

earnest. And he said unto him, I also am a prophet as 
thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the word of the 
LORD, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house, 
that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto 
him. So he went back with him, and did eat bread in his 
house, and drank water. And it came to pass, as they sat 
at the table, that the word of the LORD came unto the 
prophet that brought him back: and he cried unto the man 
of God that came from Judah, saying, Thus saith the 
LORD, Forasmuch as thou hast been disobedient unto the 
mouth of the LORD, and hast not kept the commandment 
which the LORD thy God commanded thee, but earnest 
back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the place 
of the which he said to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no 
water; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of 
thy fathers. And it came to pass, after he had eaten 
bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled for him the 
ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he had brought back. 
And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and 
slew him : and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass 
stood by it; the lion also stood by the carcase. And, 
behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the 
way, and the lion standing by the carcase: and they came 
and told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt. And 
when the prophet that brought him back from the way 
heard thereof, he said, It is the man of God, who was dis­
obedient unto the mouth of the LORD : therefore the LORD 
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hath delivered him unto the lion, which hath torn him, and 
slain him, according to the word of the LORD, which he 
spake unto him. And he spake to his sons, saying, Saddle 
me the ass. And they saddled it. And he went and 
found his carcase cast in the way, and the ass and the lion 
standing by the carcase: the lion had not eaten the 
carcase, nor torn the ass. And the prophet took up the 
carcase of the man of God, and laid it upon the ass, and 
brought it back: and he came to the city of the old 
prophet, to mourn, and to bury him. And he laid his 
carcase in his own grave; and they mourned over him, 
saying, Alas, my brother! And it came to pass, after he 
had buried him, that he spake to his sons, saying, When I 
am dead, then bury me in the sepulchre wherein the man 
of God is buried ; lay my bones beside his bones. For the 
saying which he cried by the word of the LORD against 
the altar in Beth-el, and against all the houses of the high 
places which are in the cities of Samaria, shall surely come 
to pass.

4. After this thing Jeroboam returned not from his evil 
way, but made again from among all the people priests of 
the high places : whosoever would, he consecrated him. 
that there might be priests of the high places. And this 
thing became sin unto the house of Jeroboam, even to cut 
it off, and to destroy it from off the face of the earth.
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V

Ahijah and the Wife of Jeroboam

At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick. 
And Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, I pray thee, and 
disguise thyself, that thou be not known to be the wife 
of Jeroboam: and get thee to Shiloh; behold, there is 

Ahijah the prophet, which spake concerning me that I 
should be king over this people. And take with thee ten 

loaves, and cracknels, and a cruse of honey, and go to him: 
he shall tell thee what shall become of the child. And 

Jeroboam’s wife did so, and arose, and went to Shiloh, 
and came to the house of Ahijah. Now Ahijah could not 
see ; for his eyes were set by reason of his age. And the 
LORD said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam 
cometh to inquire of thee concerning her son; for he is 
sick: thus and thus shalt thou say unto her: for it shall 

be, when she cometh in, that she shall feign herself to be 
another woman. And it was so, when Ahijah heard the 

sound of her feet, as she came in at the door, that he said, 
Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam; why feignest thou thy­
self to be another? for I am sent to thee with heavy tid­
ings. Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the LORD, the God 
of Israel: Forasmuch as I exalted thee from among the 

people, and made thee prince over my people Israel, and 
rent the kingdom away from the house of David, and gave 
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it thee : and yet thou hast not been as my servant David, 
who kept my commandments, and who followed me with 
all his heart, to do that only which was right in mine eyes ; 
but hast done evil above all that were before thee, and 
hast gone and made thee other gods, and molten images, 
to provoke me to anger, and hast cast me behind thy back : 
therefore, behold. I will bring evil upon the house of 
Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam every man child, 
him that is shut up and him that is left at large in Israel, 
and will utterly sweep away the house of Jeroboam, as a 
man sweepeth away dung, till it be all gone. Him that 
dieth of Jeroboam in the city shall the dogs eat; and him 
that dieth in the field shall the fowls of the air eat: for 
the LORD hath spoken it. Arise thou therefore, get thee 
to thine house: and when thy feet enter into the city, the 
child shall die. And all Israel shall mourn for him, and 
bury him; for he only of Jeroboam shall come to the 
grave : because in him there is found some good thing O O o
toward the LORD, the God of Israel, in the house of 
Jeroboam. Moreover the LORD shall raise him up a king 
over Israel, who shall cut off the house of Jeroboam that 
day: but what? even now. For the LORD shall smite 
Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water; and he shall root 
up Israel out of this good land, which he gave to their 
fathers, and shall scatter them beyond the River; because 
they have made their Asherim, provoking the LORD to 
anger. And he shall give Israel up because of the sins of 
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Jeroboam, which he hath sinned, and wherewith he hath 
made Israel to sin. And Jeroboam’s wife arose, and de­
parted, and came to Tirzah : and as she came to the 
threshold of the house, the child died. And all Israel 
buried him, and mourned for him ; according to the word 
of the LORD, which he spake by the hand of his servant 
Ahijah the prophet.

6. And the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he warred, 
and how he reigned, behold, they are written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. And the days 
which Jeroboam reigned were two and twenty years: and 
he slept with his fathers, and Nadab his son reigned in 
his stead.

7. And Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. 
Rehoboam was forty and one years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned seventeen years in 
Jerusalem, the city which the LORD had 
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to
put his name there : and his mother’s name was Naamah 
the Ammonitess. And Judah did that which was evil 
in the sight of the LORD ; and they provoked him to 
jealousy with their sins which they committed, above all 
that their fathers had done. For they also built them high 
places, and pillars, and Asherim, on every high hill, and 
under every green tree; and there were also sodomites in 
the land: they did according to all the abominations of the 
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nations which the LORD drave out before the children of 
Israel. And it came to pass in the fifth year of king 
Rehoboam, that Shishak king of Egypt came up against 
Jerusalem: and he took away the treasures of the house 
of the LORD, and the treasures of the king’s house; he 
even took away all: and he took away all the shields of 
gold which Solomon had made. And king Rehoboam 
made in their stead shields of brass, and committed them 
to the hands of the captains of the guard, which kept the 
door of the king's house. And it was so, that as oft as the 
king went into the house of the LORD, the guard bare 
them, and brought them back into the guard chamber. 
Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and all that he did, 
are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Judah? And there was war between Rehoboam 
and Jeroboam continually. And Rehoboam slept with his 
fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David: and his mother’s name was Naamah the Am- 
monitess. And Abijam his son reigned in his stead.

8. Now in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat began Abijam to reign over Judah. Three 

years reigned he in Jerusalem: and his 
Judah: mother’s name was Maacah the daughterAbijam °

of Abishalom. And he walked in all the 
sins of his father, which he had done before him : and 
his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as the 
heart of David his father. Nevertheless for David’s sake 
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did the LORD his God give him a lamp in Jerusalem, 
to set up his son after him, and to establish Jerusalem: 
because David did that which was right in the eyes of the 
LORD, and turned not aside from anything that he com­
manded him all the days of his life, save only in the matter 
of Uriah the Hittite. Now there was war between Reho- 
boam and Jeroboam all the days of his life. And the rest 
of the acts of Abijam, and all that he did, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 
And there was war between Abijam and Jeroboam. And 
Abijam slept with his fathers ; and they buried him in the 
city of David: and Asa his son reigned in his stead.

9. And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel 
began Asa to reign over Judah. And forty and one years 
reigned he in Jerusalem: and his mother’s

Judah: Asa...  ,י ו י. ד - name was Maacah the daughter of Abisha-
10m. And Asa did that which was right in the eyes 
of the LORD, as did David his father. And he put away 
the sodomites out of the land, and removed all the idols 
that his fathers had made. And also Maacah his mother 
he removed from being queen, because she had made 
an abominable image for an Asherah; and Asa cut 
down her image, and burnt it at the brook Kidron. 
But the high places were not taken away: neverthe­
less the heart of Asa was perfect with the LORD all 
his days. And he brought into the house of the LORD 
the things that his ־father had dedicated, and the things 
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that himself had dedicated, silver, and gold, and vessels. 
And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of 
Israel all their days. And Baasha king of Israel went 
up against Judah, and built Ramah, that he might not 
suffer any to go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 
Then Asa took all the silver and the gold that were left 
in the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treas­
ures of the king’s house, and delivered them into the hand 
of his servants : and king Asa sent them to Ben-hadad, 
the son of Tabrimmon, the son of Hezion, king of Syria, 
that dwelt at Damascus, saying, There is a league be­
tween me and thee, between my father and thy father: 
behold, I have sent unto thee a present of silver and gold; 
go, break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he 
may depart from me. And Ben-hadad hearkened unto 
king Asa, and sent the captains of his armies against 
the cities of Israel, and smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abel- 
beth-maacah, and all Chinneroth, with all the land of 
Naphtali. And it came to pass, when Baasha heard 
thereof, that he left off building of Ramah, and dwelt in 
Tirzah. Then king Asa made a proclamation unto all 
Judah; none was exempted: and they carried away the 
stones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith Baasha 
had builded ; and king Asa built therewith Geba of Benja­
min, and Mizpah. Now the rest of all the acts of Asa, 
and all his might, and all that he did, and the cities which 
he built, are they not written in the book of the chronicles 
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of the kings of Judah? But in the time of his old age he 
was diseased in his feet. And Asa slept with his fathers, 
and was buried with his fathers in the city of David his 
father: and Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead.

io. And Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to reign 
over Israel in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and 
he reigned over Israel two years. And he

° · · · Israel״did that which was evil in the sight of the Nadab’ 
LORD, and walked in the way of his father, 
and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin. And 
Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, 
conspired against him; and Baasha smote him at Gib- 
bethon, which belonged to the Philistines; for Nadab 
and all Israel were laying siege to Gibbethon. Even 
in the third year of Asa king of Judah did Baasha slay 
him, and reigned in his stead. And it came to pass 
that, as soon as he was king, he smote all the house of 
Jeroboam; he left not to Jeroboam any that breathed, 
until he had destroyed him; according unto the saying 
of the LORD, which he spake by the hand of his servant 
Ahijah the Shilonite: for the sins of Jeroboam which he 
sinned, and wherewith he made Israel to sin; because 
of his provocation wherewith he provoked the LORD, the 
God of Israel, to anger. Now the rest of the acts of Na- 
dab, and all that he did, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? And there was 
war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days.
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11. In the third year of Asa king of Judah began 
Baasha the son of Ahijah to reign over all Israel in 

Tirzah, and reigned twenty and four years. 
Baasha And be did that which was evil in the sight 

of the LORD, and walked in the way of Jero­
boam, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin. 
And the word of the LORD came to Jehu the son of 
Hanani against Baasha, saying, Forasmuch as I exalted 
thee out of the dust, and made thee prince over my 
people Israel; and thou hast walked in the way of Jero­
boam, and hast made my people Israel to sin, to pro­
voke me to anger with their sins ; behold, I will utterly 
sweep away Baasha and his house ; and I will make thy 
house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. Him 
that dieth of Baasha in the city shall the dogs eat; and 
him that dieth of his in the field shall the fowls of the air 
eat. Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, and what he 
did, and his might, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel? And Baasha slept with 
his fathers, and was buried in Tirzah; and Elah his son 
reigned in his stead. And moreover by the hand of the 
prophet Jehu the son of Hanani came the word of the 
LORD against Baasha, and against his house, both because 
of all the evil that he did in the sight of the LORD, to 
provoke him to anger with the work of his hands, in 
being like the house of Jeroboam, and because he smote 
him.
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12. In the twenty and sixth year of Asa king of Judah 
began Elah the son of Baasha to reign over Israel in 
Tirzah, and reigned two years. And his

’ . . . - . Israel: Elahservant Zimri, captain of half his chariots, 
conspired against him: now he was in Tirzah, drink­
ing himself drunk in the house of Arza, which was 
over the household in Tirzah: and Zimri went in and 
smote him, and killed him, in the twenty and seventh 
year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his stead. 
And it came to pass, when he began to reign, as soon 
as he sat on his throne, that he smote all the house 
of Baasha: he left him not a single man child, neither 
of his kinsfolks, nor of his friends. Thus did Zimri 
destroy all the house of Baasha, according to the word 
of the LORD, which he spake against Baasha by Jehu 
the prophet, for all the sins of Baasha, and the sins of 
Elah his son, which they sinned, and wherewith they 
made Israel to sin, to provoke the LORD, the God of 
Israel, to anger with their vanities. Now the rest of 
the acts of Elah, and all that he did, are they not written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

13. In the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of 
Judah did Zimri reign seven days in Tirzah. Now the 
people were encamped against Gibbethon, .
which belonged to the Philistines. And
the people that were encamped heard say, Zimri hath 
conspired, and hath also smitten the king: wherefore all
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Israel made Omri, the captain of the host, king over 
Israel that day in the camp. And Omri went up from 
Gibbethon, and all Israel with him, and they besieged 
Tirzah. And it came to pass, when Zimri saw that the 
city was taken, that he went into the castle of the 
king’s house, and burnt the king’s house over him with 
fire, and died, for his sins which he sinned in doing 
that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, in walking 
in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin which he did, to 
make Israel to sin. Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, 
and his treason that he wrought, are they not written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

14. Then were the people of Israel divided into two 
parts: half of the people followed Tibni the son of 

Ginath, to make him king; and half followed 
Israel: Omri _ . . . . . ״ , .Omri. But the people that followed Omri 
prevailed against the people that followed Tibni the 
son of Ginath: so Tibni died, and Omri reigned. In 
the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah began 
Omri to reign over Israel, and reigned twelve years : six 
years reigned he in Tirzah. And he bought the hill Sa­
maria of Shemer for two talents of silver; and he built 
on the hill, and called the name of the city which he built, 
after the name of Shemer, the owner of the hill, Samaria. 
And Omri did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, 
and dealt wickedly above all that were before him. For 
he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
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and in his sins wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke 
the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger with their vanities. 
Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and his 
might that he shewed, are they not written in the book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Israel ? So Omri slept with 
his fathers, and was buried in Samaria: and Ahab his son 
reigned in his stead.

15. And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of 
Judah began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over Israel: 
and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel

Israel: Ahab ו  * י *י י . .in Samaria twenty and two years. And Ahab
the son of Omri did that which was evil in the sight of 
the LORD above all that were before him. And it came 
to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk 
in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took 
to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zi- 
donians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped him. 
And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of 
Baal, which he had built in Samaria. And Ahab made 
the Asherah; and Ahab did yet more to provoke the 
LORD, the God of Israel, to anger than all the kings 
of Israel that were before him.

In his days did Hiel the Beth-elite build Jericho: he 
laid the foundation thereof with the loss of Abiram his 
firstborn, and set up the gates thereof with the loss of his 
youngest son Segub ; according to the word of the LORD, 
which he spake by the hand of Joshua the son of Nun.
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xvi

The History of Elijah the Tishbite

And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the sojourners of 
Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD, the God of Israel, 
liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor 
rain these years, but according to my word. And the word 
of the LORD came unto him, saying, Get thee hence, and 
turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, 
that is before Jordan. And it shall be, that thou shalt 
drink of the brook ; and I have commanded the ravens to 
feed thee there. So he went and did according unto the 
word of the LORD : for he went and dwelt by the brook 
Cherith, that is before Jordan. And the ravens brought 
him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh 
in the evening; and he drank of the brook. And it came 
to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, because there 
was no rain in the land.

And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, 
get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell 
there : behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to 
sustain thee. So he arose and went to Zarephath ; and when 
he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow woman 
was there gathering sticks : and he called to her, and said, 
Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may 
drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, 
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and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine 
hand. And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have 
not a cake, but an handful of meal in the barrel, and a little 
oil in the cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, 
that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we 
may eat it, and die. And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; 
go and do as thou hast said : but make me thereof a little 
cake first, and bring it forth unto me, and afterward make 
for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the LORD, the 
God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither 
shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD send- 
eth rain upon the earth. And she went and did according 
to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, 
did eat many days. The barrel of meal wasted not, neither 
did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, 
which he spake by Elijah. And it came to pass after these 
things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, 
fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was no 
breath left in him. And she said unto Elijah, What have 
I to do with thee, O thou man of God? thou art come 
unto me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to slay my 
son! And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he 
took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into the 
chamber, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 
And he cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, 
hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom 
I sojourn, by slaying her son ? And he stretched himself 
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upon the child three times, and cried unto the LORD, and 
said, 0 LORD my God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul 
come into him again. And the LORD hearkened unto the 
voice of Elijah ; and the soul of the child came into him 
again, and he revived. And Elijah took the child, and 
brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and 
delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy 
sonliveth. And the woman said to Elijah, Now I know 
that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the LORD 
in thy mouth is truth.

And it came to pass after many days, that the word of 
the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, Go, 
shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the 
earth. And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And 
the famine was sore in Samaria. And Ahab called Oba­
diah, which was over the household. (Now Obadiah 
feared the LORD greatly: for it was so, when Jezebel cut 
off the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah took an hun­
dred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed 
them with bread and water.) And Ahab said unto Oba­
diah. Go through the land, unto all the fountains of water, 
and unto all the brooks: peradventure we may find grass 
and save the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all 
the beasts. So they divided the land between them to 
pass throughout it: Ahab went one way by himself, and 
Obadiah went another way by himself. And as Obadiah 
was in the way, behold, Elijah met him : and he knew him, 
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and fell on his face, and said, Is it thou, my lord Elijah ? 
And he answered him, It is I: go, tell thy lord, Behold, 
Elijah is here. And he said, Wherein have I sinned, that 
thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, 
to slay me? As the LORD thy God liveth, there is no 
nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to 
seek thee: and when they said, He is not here, he took 
an oath of the kingdom and nation, that they found thee 
not. And now thou sayest. Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Eli­
jah is here. And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am 
gone from thee, that the spirit of the LORD shall carry thee 
whither I know not; and so when I come and tell Ahab, 
and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me: but I thy ser­
vant fear the LORD from my youth. Was it not told my 
lord what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of the 
LORD, how I hid an hundred men of the LORD’S prophets 
by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water? 
And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is 
here: and he shall slay me. And Elijah said, As the 
LORD of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely 
shew myself unto him today. So Obadiah went to meet 
Ahab, and told him : and Ahab went to meet Elijah. And 
it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said 
unto him, Is it thou, thou troubler of Israel I And he an­
swered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy 
father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments 
of the LORD, and thou hast followed the Baalim. Now
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therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount 
Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, 
and the prophets of the Asherah four hundred, which eat 
at Jezebel's table.

So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gath­
ered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. And Eli­
jah came near unto all the people, and said, How long halt 
ye between two opinions ? if the LORD be God, follow him : 
but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered 
him not a word. Then said Elijah unto the people, I, 
even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD ; but Baal’s 
prophets are four hundred and fifty men. Let them there­
fore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bul­
lock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on the 
wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other 
bullock, and lay it on the wood, and put no fire under. 
And call ye on the name of your god, and I will call on the 
name of the LORD : and the God that answereth by fire, 
let him be God. And all the people answered and said, 
It is well spoken. And Elijah said unto the prophets of 
Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it 
first; for ye are many ; and call on the name of your god, 
but put no fire under. And they took the bullock which 
was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the 
name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O 
Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that an­
swered. And they leaped about the altar which was 
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made. And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked 
them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is 
musing, or he is gone aside, or he is in a journey, or per­
adventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. And they 
cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with 
knives and lances, till the blood gushed out upon them. 
And it was so, when midday was past, that they prophe­
sied until the time of the offering of the evening oblation; 
but there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any 
that regarded. And Elijah said unto all the people, Come 
near unto me; and all the people came near unto him. 
And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was thrown 
down. And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the 
number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the 
word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name. 
And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the 
LORD I and he made a trench about the altar, as great as 
would contain two measures of seed. And he put the 
wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid it on 
the wood. And he said, Fill four barrels with water, and 
pour it on the burnt offering, and on the wood. And he 
said, Do it the second time; and they did it the second 
time. And he said, Do it the third time; and they did it 
the third time. And the water ran round about the altar; 
and he filled the trench also with water. And it came to 
pass at the time of the offering of the evening oblation, that 
Elijah the prophet came near, and said, O LORD, the God 
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of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this 
day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, 
and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear 
me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that 
thou, LORD, art God, and that thou hast turned their heart 
back again. Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed 
the burnt offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the 
dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And 
when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and 
they said, The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God. 
And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; 
let not one of them escape. And they took them : and 
Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew 
them there. And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat 
and drink; for there is the sound of abundance of rain. 
So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went 
up to the top of Carmel; and he bowed himself down 
upon the earth, and put his face between his knees. And 
he said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. 
And he went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing. 
And he said, Go again seven times. And it came to pass 
at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a 
cloud out of the sea, as small as a man’s hand. And he 
said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Make ready thy chariot, and 
get thee down, that the rain stop thee not. And it came 
to pass in a little while, that the heaven grew black with 
clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab
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rode, and went to Jezreel. And the hand of the LORD 
was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before 
Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and 
withal how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. 
Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let 
the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life 
as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time. 
And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and 
came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left 
his servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey 
into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a 
juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might 
die; and said, It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my 
life; for I am not better than my fathers. And he lay 
down and slept under a juniper tree; and, behold, an 
angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. 
And he looked, and, behold, there was at his head a cake 
baken on the coals, and a cruse of water. And he did 
eat and drink, and laid him down again. And the angel 
of the LORD came again the second time, and touched him, 
and said, Arise and eat: because the journey is too great 
for thee. And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went 
in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights 
unto Horeb the mount of God. And he came thither 
unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of 
the LORD came to him, and he said unto him. What doest 
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thou here, Elijah? And he said, I have been very jealous 
for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the children of Israel 
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, 
and slain thy prophets with the sword: and I, even I 
only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 
And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before 
the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a 
great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in 
pieces the rocks before the LORD ; but the LORD was not 
in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the 
LORD was not in the earthquake : and after the earthquake 
a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the 
fire a still small voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard 
it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, 
and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, 
there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou 
here, Elijah ? And he said, I have been very jealous for 
the LORD, the God of hosts; for the children of Israel 
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, 
and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I 
only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 
And the LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to 
the wilderness of Damascus : and when thou comest, thou 
shalt anoint Hazael to be King over Syria: and Jehu the 
son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: 
and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou 
anoint to be prophet in thy room. And it shall come to
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pass, that him that escapeth from the sword of Hazael 
shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from the sword 
of Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet will I leave me seven thou­
sand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto 
Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him. So 
he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, 
who was plowing, with twelve yoke of oxen before him, 
and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed over unto 
him, and cast his mantle upon him. And he left the 
oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, 
kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee. 
And he said unto him, Go back again; for what have I 
done to thee ? And he returned from following him, and 
took the yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their 
flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the 
people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after 
Elijah, and ministered unto him.

[Continued below, page 161.

xvii

Ben-hadad, Ahab, and the Prophets

And Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all his host 
together: and there were thirty and two kings with him, 
and horses and chariots: and he went up and besieged
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Samaria, and fought against it. And he sent messen­
gers to Ahab king of Israel, into the city, and said unto 
him, Thus saith Ben-hadad, Thy silver and thy gold is 
mine ; thy wives also and thy children, even the goodliest, 
are mine. And the king of Israel answered and said, it 
is according to thy saying, my lord, O king; I am thine, 
and all that I have. And the messengers came again, 
and said, Thus speaketh Ben-hadad, saying, I sent indeed 
unto thee, saying, Thou shalt deliver me thy silver, and 
thy gold, and thy wives, and thy children ; but I will send 
my servants unto thee tomorrow about this time, and they 
shall search thine house, and the houses of thy servants; 
and it shall be, that whatsoever is pleasant in thine eyes, 
they shall put it in their hand, and take it away. Then 
the king of Israel called all the elders of the land, and 
said, Mark, I pray you, and see how this man seeketh mis­
chief: for he sent unto me for my wives, and for my chil­
dren, and for my silver, and for my gold; and I denied 
him not. And all the elders and all the people said unto 
him, Hearken thou not, neither consent. Wherefore he 
said unto the messengers of Ben-hadad, Tell my lord the 
king, All that thou didst send for to thy servant at the first 
I will do : but this thing I may not do. And the messen­
gers departed, and brought him word again. And Ben- 
hadad sent unto him, and said, The gods do so unto me, 
and more also, if the dust of Samaria shall suffice for 
handfuls for all the people that follow me. And the king 
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of Israel answered and said, Tell him, Let not him that 
girdeth on his armour boast himself as he that putteth it 
off. And it came to pass, when Ben-hadad heard this 
message, as he was drinking, he and the kings, in the 
pavilions, that he said unto his servants, Set yourselves in 
array. And they set themselves in array against the city. 
And, behold, a prophet came near unto Ahab king of Is­
rael, and said, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou seen all 
this great multitude? behold, I will deliver it into thine 
hand this day; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD. 
And Ahab said, By whom ? And he said, Thus saith the 
LORD, By the young men of the princes of the provinces. 
Then he said, Who shall begin the battle? And he an­
swered, Thou. Then he mustered the young men of the 
princes of the provinces, and they were two hundred and 
thirty-two: and after them he mustered all the people, 
even all the children of Israel, being seven thousand. And 
they went out at noon. But Ben-hadad was drinking him­
self drunk in the pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty 
and two kings that helped him. And the young men of 
the princes of the provinces went out first; and Ben-hadad 
sent out, and they told him, saying, There are men come out 
from Samaria. And he said, Whether they be come out 
for peace, take them alive; or whether they be come 
out for war, take them alive. So these went out of the 
city, the young men of the princes of the provinces, and 
the army which followed them. And they slew every one 
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his man ; and the Syrians fled, and Israel pursued them : 
and Ben-hadad the king of Syria escaped on an horse with 
horsemen. And the king of Israel went out, and smote 
the horses and chariots, and slew the Syrians with a great 
slaughter. And the prophet came near to the king of 
Israel, and said unto him, Go, strengthen thyself, and 
mark, and see what thou doest: for at the return of the 
year the king of Syria will come up against thee.

And the servants of the king of Syria said unto him, 
Their god is a god of the hills; therefore they were 
stronger than we : but let us fight against them in the 
plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they. And do 
this thing; take the kings away, every man out of his 
place, and put captains in their room: and number thee 
an army, like the army that thou hast lost, horse for horse, 
and chariot for chariot: and we will fight against them in 
the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they. And 
he hearkened unto their voice, and did so. And it came 
to pass at the return of the year, that Ben-hadad mustered 
the Syrians, and went up to Aphek, to fight against Israel. 
And the children of Israel were mustered, and were victu- 
ailed, and went against them : and the children of Israel 
encamped before them like two little flocks of kids ; but 
the Syrians filled the country. And a man of God came 
near and spake unto the king of Israel, and said, Thus 
saith the LORD, Because the Syrians have said, The LORD 
is a god of the hills, but he is not a god of the valleys; 
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therefore will I deliver all this great multitude into thine 
hand, and ye shall know that I am the LORD. And they 
encamped one over against the other seven days. And 
so it was, that in the seventh day the battle was joined; 
and the children of Israel slew of the Syrians an hundred 
thousand footmen in one day. But the rest fled to Aphek, 
into the city; and the wall fell upon twenty and seven 
thousand men that were left. And Ben-hadad fled, and 
came into the city, into an inner chamber. And his ser­
vants said unto him, Behold now, we have heard that the 
kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings: let us, we 
pray thee, put sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our 
heads, and go out to the king of Israel: peradventure he 
will save thy life. So they girded sackcloth on their loins, 
and put ropes on their heads, and came to the king of Is­
rael, and said, Thy servant Ben-hadad saith, I pray thee, 
let me live. And he said, Is he yet alive? he is my brother. 
Now the men observed diligently, and hasted to catch 
whether it were his mind; and they said, Thy brother 
Ben-hadad. Then he said, Go ye, bring him. Then Ben- 
hadad came forth to him : and he caused him to come up 
into the chariot. And Ben-hadad said unto him, The 
cities which my father took from thy father I will restore; 
and thou shalt make streets for thee in Damascus, as my 
father made in Samaria. And I, said Ahab, will let thee 
go with this covenant. So he made a covenant with him, 
and let him go.
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And a certain man of the sons of the prophets said 
unto his fellow by the word of the LORD, Smite me, I pray 
thee. And the man refused to smite him. Then said he 
unto him, Because thou hast not obeyed the voice of the 
LORD, behold, as soon as thou art departed from me, a 
lion shall slay thee. And as soon as he was departed 
from him, a lion found him, and slew him. Then he found 
another man, and said, Smite me, I pray thee. And the 
man smote him, smiting and wounding him. So the 
prophet departed, and waited for the king by the way, and 
disguised himself with his headband over his eyes. And 
as the king passed by, he cried unto the king: and he 
said, Thy servant went out into the midst of the battle; 
and, behold, a man turned aside, and brought a man unto 
me, and said, Keep this man: if by any means he be 
missing, then shall thy life be for his life, or else thou 
shalt pay a talent of silver. And as thy servant was busy 
here and there, he was gone. And the king of Israel said 
unto him, So shall thy judgement be ; thyself hast decided 
it. And he hasted, and took the headband away from his 
eyes ; and the king of Israel discerned him that he was 
of the prophets. And he said unto him, Thus saith the 
LORD, Because thou hast let go out of thy hand the man 
whom I had devoted to destruction, therefore thy life shall 
go for his life, and thy people for his people. And the 
king of Israel went to his house heavy and displeased, and 
came to Samaria.
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xviii

The History of Elijah the Tishbite (continued)

And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the 
Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by 
the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. And Ahab spake 
unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may 
have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my 
house ; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it: 
or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it 
in money. And Naboth said to Ahab, The LORD forbid it 
me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto 
thee. And Ahab came into his house heavy and dis­
pleased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite 
had spoken to him : for he had said, I will not give thee 
the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid him down 
upon his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no 
bread. But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto 
him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread? 
And he said unto her, Because I spake unto Naboth the 
Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for 
money; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee another 
vineyard for it: and he answered, I will not give thee my 
vineyard. And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou 
now govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, 
and let thine heart be merry: I will give thee the vineyard
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of Naboth the Jezreelite. So she wrote letters in Ahab’s 
name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters 
unto the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, and 
that dwelt with Naboth. And she wrote in the letters, say­
ing, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high among the 
people: and set two men, sons of Belial, before him, and 
let them bear witness against him, saying, Thou didst 
curse God and the king. And then carry him out, and 
stone him, that he die. And the men of his city, even the 
elders and the nobles who dwelt in his city, did as Jezebel 
had sent unto them, according as it was written in the let­
ters which she had sent unto them. They proclaimed a 
fast, and set Naboth on high among the people. And the 
two men, sons of Belial, came in and sat before him: and 
the men of Belial bare witness against him, even against 
Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth did 
curse God and the king. Then they carried him forth out 
of the city, and stoned him with stones, that he died. 
Then they sent to Jezebel, saying. Naboth is stoned, and 
is dead. And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that 
Naboth was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to 
Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth 
the Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee for money: 
for Naboth is not alive, but dead. And it came to pass, 
when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose 
up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to 
take possession of it.
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And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, 
saying, Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which 
dwelleth in Samaria : behold, he is in the vineyard of Na­
both, whither he is gone down to take possession of it. 
And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the 
LORD, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? and 
thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, 
In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall 
dogs lick thy blood, even thine. And Ahab said to Elijah, 
Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? And he answered, 
I have found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to do 
that which is evil in the sight of the LORD. Behold, I 
will bring evil upon thee, and will utterly sweep thee away, 
and will cut off from Ahab every man child, and him that 
is shut up and him that is left at large in Israel: and I 
will make thine house like the house of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, 
for the provocation wherewith thou hast provoked me to 
anger, and hast made Israel to sin. And of Jezebel also 
spake the LORD, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the 
rampart of Jezreel. Him that dieth of Ahab in the city 
the dogs shall eat; and him that dieth in the field shall 
the fowls of the air eat.1 And it came to pass, when Ahab 

1 But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to do that 
which was evil in the sight of the LORD, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up. 
And he did very abominably in following idols, according to all that the 
Amorites did, whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel.
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heard those words, that he rent his clothes, and put sack­
cloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and 
went softly. And the word of the LORD came to Elijah 
the Tishbite, saying, Seest thou how Ahab humbleth him­
self before me? because he humbleth himself before me, I 
will not bring the evil in his days: but in his son’s days 
will I bring the evil upon his house.

\C0ntim1ed below, page 170.

xix

Micaiah and the Battle of Ramoth-Gilead

And they continued three years without war between 
Syria and Israel. And it came to pass in the third year, 
that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to the 
king of Israel. And the king of Israel said unto his ser­
vants, Know ye that Ramoth-gilead is ours, and we be 
still, and take it not out of the hand of the king of Syria? 
And he said unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me to 
battle to Ramoth-gilead? And Jehoshaphat said to the 
king of Israel, I am as thou art, my people as thy people, 
my horses as thy horses. And Jehoshaphat said unto the 
king of Israel, Inquire, I pray thee, at the word of the LORD 
today. Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets to­
gether, about four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall 
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I go against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I forbear? 
And they said, Go up; for the Lord shall deliver it into 
the hand of the king. But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not 
here besides a prophet of the LORD, that we might inquire 
of him? And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, 
There is yet one man by whom we may inquire of the 
LORD, Micaiah the son of Imlah : but I hate him; for he 
doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil. And 
Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. Then the 
king of Israel called an officer, and said, Fetch quickly 
Micaiah the son of Imlah. Now the king of Israel and 
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat each on his throne, 
arrayed in their robes, in an open place at the entrance of 
the gate of Samaria ; and all the prophets prophesied before 
them. And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made him 
horns of iron, and said, Thus saith the LORD, With these 
shalt thou push the Syrians, until they be consumed. And 
all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to Ramoth- 
gilead, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the 
hand of the king. And the messenger that went to call 
Micaiah spake unto him, saying, Behold now, the words of 
the prophets declare good unto the king with one mouth : 
let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of them, 
and speak thou good. And Micaiah said, As the LORD 
liveth, what the LORD saith unto me, that will I speak. 
And when he was come to the king, the king said unto him, 
Micaiah, shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall 
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we forbear ? And he answered him, Go up, and prosper; 
and the LORD shall deliver it into the hand of the kin״, o
And the king said unto him, How many times shall I ad­
jure thee that thou speak unto me nothing but the truth in 
the name of the LORD ? And he said, I saw all Israel 
scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that have no shep­
herd : and the LORD said, These have no master; let them 
return every man to his house in peace. And the king of 
Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that he 
would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil ? And 
he said, Therefore hear thou the word of the LORD : I saw 
the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven 
standing by him on his right hand and on his left. And 
the LORD said, Who shall entice Ahab, that he may go up 
and fall at Ramoth-gilead ? And one said on this manner; 
and another said on that manner. And there came forth 
a spirit, and stood before the LORD, and said, I will entice 
him. And the LORD said unto him, Wherewith ? And 
he said, I will go forth, and will be a lying spirit in the 
mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou shalt entice 
him, and shalt prevail also: go forth, and do so. Now 
therefore, behold, the LORD hath put a lying spirit in the 
mouth of all these thy prophets; and the LORD hath 
spoken evil concerning thee. Then Zedekiah the son of 
Chenaanah came near, and smote Micaiah on the cheek, 
and said. Which way went the spirit of the LORD from me 
to speak unto thee ? And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt 
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see on that day, when thou shalt go into an inner chamber 
to hide thyself. And the king of Israel said, Take Micaiah, 
and carry him back unto Amon the governor of the city, 
and to Joash the king’s son; and say, Thus saith the king, 
Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him with bread of 
affliction and with water of affliction, until I come in peace. 
And Micaiah said, If thou return at all in peace, the LORD 
hath not spoken by me. And he said, Hear, ye peoples, 
all of you.

So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 
went up to Ramoth-gilead. And the king of Israel said 
unto Jehoshaphat, I will disguise myself, and go into the 
battle ; but put thou on thy robes. And the king of Israel 
disguised himself, and went into the battle. Now the king 
of Syria had commanded the thirty and two captains of 
his chariots, saying, Fight neither with small nor great, 
save only with the king of Israel. And it came to pass, 
when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that 
they said, Surely it is the king of Israel; and they turned 
aside to fight against him: and Jehoshaphat cried out. 
And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots saw 
that it was not the king of Israel, that they turned back 
from pursuing him. And a certain man drew his bow at a 
venture, and smote the king of Israel between the joints 
of the harness: wherefore he said unto the driver of his 
chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the host; for 
I am sore wounded. And the battle increased that day:
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and the king was stayed up in his chariot against the 
Syrians, and died at even : and the blood ran out of the 
wound into the bottom of the chariot. And there went a 
cry throughout the host about the going down of the sun, 
saying, Every man to his city, and every man to his coun­
try. So the king died, and was brought to Samaria; and 
they buried the king in Samaria. And they washed the 
chariot by the pool of Samaria ; and the dogs licked up his 
blood; and they washed the armour; according unto the 
word of the LORD which he spake.

20. Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he 
did. and the ivory house which he built, and all the cities 
that he built, are they not written in the book of the chroni­
cles of the kings of Israel ? So Ahab slept with his 
fathers ; and Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead.

21. And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign 
over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king of Israel.

Jehoshaphat was thirty and five years old 
Judah. when he began to reign; and he reigned 
Jehoshaphat * . * , A ? י ·twenty and five years in Jerusalem. And his 
mother’s name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. And 
he walked in all the way of Asa his father; he turned not 
aside from it, doing that which was right in the eyes of the 
LORD : howbeit the high places were not taken away; the 
people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places. 
And Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of Israel. Now 
the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his might that he 
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shewed, and how he warred, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah ? And the 
remnant of the sodomites, which remained in the days of 
his father Asa, he put away out of the land. And there 
was no king in Edom: a deputy was king. Jehoshaphat 
made ships of Tarshish to go to Ophir for gold: but they 
went not; for the ships were broken at Ezion-geber. 
Then said Ahaziah the son of Ahab unto Jehoshaphat, 
Let my servants go with thy servants in the ships. But 
Jehoshaphat would not. And Jehoshaphat slept with his 
fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David 
his father: and Jehoram his son reigned in his stead.

22. Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel 
in Samaria in the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah, and he reigned two years over Israel.

And he did that which was evil in the sight Israel: . ° Ahaziah
of the LORD, and walked in the way of his 
father, and in the way of his mother, and in the way of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherein he made Israel to sin. 
And he served Baal, and worshipped him, and provoked 
to anger the LORD, the God of Israel, according to all that 
his father had done.

169



Book IX Bible History ־«3

xxiii

The History of Elijah the Tishbite {continued)

And Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of 
Ahab. And Ahaziah fell down through the lattice in his 
upper chamber that was in Samaria, and was sick: and he 
sent messengers, and said unto them, Go, inquire of Baal- 
zebub the god of Ekron whether I shall recover of this 
sickness. But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the 
Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king 
of Samaria, and say unto them, Is it because there is no 
God in Israel, that ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub the god 
of Ekron? Now therefore thus saith the LORD, Thou shalt 
not come down from the bed whither thou art gone up, but 
shalt surely die. And Elijah departed. And the messen­
gers returned unto him, and he said unto them, Why is it 
that ye are returned? And they said unto him, There 
came up a man to meet us, and said unto us, Go, turn 
again unto the king that sent you, and say unto him, Thus 
saith the LORD, is it because there is no God in Israel, 
that thou sendest to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of 
Ekron ? therefore thou shalt not come down from the bed 
whither thou art gone up. but shalt surely die. And he 
said unto them. What manner of man was he which came 
up to meet you, and told you these words? And they 
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answered him, He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle 
of leather about his loins. And he said, It is Elijah the 
Tishbite. Then the king sent unto him a captain of fifty 
with his fifty. And he went up to him: and, behold, he 
sat on the top of the hill. And he spake unto him. O man 
of God, the king hath said, Come down. And Elijah 
answered and said to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of 
God, let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee 
and thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and 
consumed him and his fifty. And again he sent unto him 
another captain of fifty with his fifty. And he answered 
and said unto him, O man of God, thus hath the king said, 
Come down quickly. And Elijah answered and said unto 
them, If I be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, 
and consume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of God came 
down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. And 
again he sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. 
And the third captain of fifty went up, and came and fell 
on his knees before Elijah, and besought him, and said 
unto him, O man of God, I pray thee, let my life, and the 
life of these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight. 
Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and consumed 
the two former captains of fifty with their fifties : but now 
let my life be precious in thy sight. And the angel of the 
LORD said unto Elijah, Go down with him: be not afraid 
of him. And he arose, and went down with him unto the 
king. And he said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, For­
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asmuch as thou hast sent messengers to inquire of Baal- 
zebub the god of Ekron, is it because there is no God in 
Israel to inquire of his word? therefore thou shalt not 
come down from the bed whither thou art gone up, but 
shalt surely die. So he died according to the word of the 
LORD which Elijah had spoken.

24. And Jehoram began to reign in his stead in the 
second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of 
Israel: Judah; because he had no son. Now the
Ahaziah rest of the acts of Ahaziah which he did, are
continued tpey not wrjtten in the book of the chroni­
cles of the kings of Israel?

XXV

The History of Elijah the Tishbite (continued}

And it came to pass when the LORD would take up 
Elijah by a whirlwind into heaven, that Elijah went with 
Elisha from Gilgai. And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry 
here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me as far as 
Beth-el. And Elisha said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy 
soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to 
Beth-el. And the sons of the prophets that were at 
Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest 
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thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy 
head today? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your 
peace. And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I 
pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho. And 
he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not leave thee. So they came to Jericho. And the sons 
of the prophets that were at Jericho came near to Elisha, 
and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take 
away thy master from thy head today ? And he answered, 
Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto 
him, Tarry here, I pray thee ; for the LORD hath sent me 
to Jordan. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy 
soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on. 
And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood 
over against them afar off: and they two stood by Jordan. 
And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and 
smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, 
so that they two went over on dry ground. And it came 
to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto 
Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken 
from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double 
portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast 
asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I 
am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee ; but if not, it 
shall not be so. And it came to pass, as they still went on, 
and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, 
and horses of fire, which parted them both asunder; and
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Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha 
saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariots of 
Israel and the horsemen thereof! And he saw him no 
more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them 
in two pieces. He took up also the mantle of Elijah that 
fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of 
Jordan. And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell 
from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is 
the LORD, the God of Elijah? and when he also had 
smitten the waters, they were divided hither and thither: 
and Elisha went over. And when the sons of the prophets 
which were at Jericho over against him saw him, they said, 
The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they came 
to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground before 
him. And they said unto him, Behold now, there be with 
thy servants fifty strong men; let them go, we pray thee, 
and seek thy master: lest peradventure the spirit of the 
LORD hath taken him up, and cast him upon some moun­
tain, or into some valley. And he said, Ye shall not send. 
And when they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, 
Send. They sent therefore fifty men; and they sought 
three days, but found him not. And they came back to 
him, while he tarried at Jericho; and he said unto them, 
Did I not say unto you, Go not?
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xxvi

The Healing of the Waters

And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, we 
pray thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord 
seeth : but the water is naught, and the land miscarrieth. 
And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. 
And they brought it to him. And he went forth unto the 
spring of the waters, and cast salt therein, and said. Thus 
saith the LORD, I have healed these waters; there shall 
not be from thence any more death or miscarrying. So 
the waters were healed unto this day, according to the 
word of Elisha which he spake.

xxvii

The Mocking Children

And he went up from thence unto Beth-el: and as he 
was going up by the way, there came forth little children 
out of the city, and mocked him, and said unto him, Go 
up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head. And he 
looked behind him and saw them, and cursed them in 
the name of the LORD. And there came forth two she-
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bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two children 
of them. And he went from thence to mount Carmel, 
and from thence he returned to Samaria.

28. Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign over 
Israel in Samaria in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat 

king of Judah, and reigned twelve years. 
Israel. A.nd he did that which was evil in the sight 

of the LORD ; but not like his father, and like 
his mother: for he put away the pillar of Baal that his 
father had made. Nevertheless he cleaved unto the sins 
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel 
to sin ; he departed not therefrom.

xxix

The Water Trenches

Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep-master; and he 
rendered unto the king of Israel the wool of an hundred 
thousand lambs, and of an hundred thousand rams. But 
it came to pass, when Ahab was dead, that the king of 
Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. And king Jeho- 
ram went out of Samaria at that time, and mustered all 
Israel. And he went and sent to Jehoshaphat the king 
of Judah, saying, The king of Moab hath rebelled against 

176



The Kings 8«־־ Book IX

me: wilt thou go with me against Moab to battle? And 
he said, I will go up: I am as thou art, my people as thy 
people, my horses as thy horses. And he said, Which 
way shall we go up? And he answered, The way of the 
wilderness of Edom. So the king of Israel went, and the 
king of Judah, and the king of Edom: and they made a 
circuit of seven days’ journey: and there was no water for 
the host, nor for the beasts that followed them. And the 
king of Israel said. Alas! for the LORD hath called these 
three kings together to deliver them into the hand of Moab. 
But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the 
LORD, that we may inquire of the LORD by him? And 
one of the king of Israel’s servants answered and said, 
Elisha the son of Shaphat is here, which poured water on 
the hands of Elijah. And Jehoshaphat said, The word 
of the LORD is with him. So the king of Israel and 
Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him. 
And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, What have I to 
do with thee ? get thee to the prophets of thy father, and 
to the prophets of thy mother. And the king of Israel 
said unto him, Nay: for the LORD hath called these three 
kings together to deliver them into the hand of Moab. 
And Elisha said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom 
I stand, surely, were it not that I regard the presence of 
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I would not look toward 
thee, nor see thee. But now bring me a minstrel. And 
it came to pass, when the minstrel played, that the hand 
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of the LORD came upon him. And he said, Thus saith 
the LORD, Make this valley full of trenches. For thus 
saith the LORD, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye see 
rain, yet that valley shall be filled with water : and ye shall 
drink, both ye and your cattle and your beasts. And this 
is but a light thing in the sight of the LORD : he will also 
deliver the Moabites into your hand. And ye shall smite 
every fenced city, and every choice city, and shall fell every 
good tree, and stop all fountains of water, and mar every 
good piece of land with stones. And it came to pass in 
the morning, about the time of offering the oblation, that, 
behold, there came water by the way of Edom, and the 
country was filled with water. Now when all the Moabites 
heard that the kings were come up to fight against them, 
they gathered themselves together, all that were able to 
put on armour, and upward, and stood on the border. 
And they rose up early in the morning, and the sun shone 
upon the water, and the Moabites saw the water over 
against them as red as blood : and they said, This is blood ; 
the kings are surely destroyed, and they have smitten each 
man his fellow: now therefore, Moab, to the spoil. And 
when they came to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose 
up and smote the Moabites, so that they fled before them: 
and they ,went forward into the land smiting the Moabites. 
And they beat down the cities ; and on every good piece of 
land they cast every man his stone, and filled it; and they 
stopped all the fountains of water, and felled all the good
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trees : until in Kir-hareseth only they left the stones thereof; 
howbeit the slingers went about it, and smote it. And 
when the king of Moab saw that the battle was too sore 
for him, he took with him seven hundred men that drew 
sword, to break through unto the king of Edom: but they 
could not. Then he took his eldest son that should have 
reigned in his stead, and offered him for a burnt offering 
upon the wall. And there came great wrath upon Israel: 
and they departed from him, and returned to their own 
land.

xxx

The Vessels of Oil

Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the 
sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my 
husband is dead: and thou knowest that thy servant did 
fear the LORD : and the creditor is come to take unto him 
my two children to be bondmen. And Elisha said unto 
her, What shall I do for thee ? tell me; what hast thou in 
the house ? And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any 
thing in the house, save a pot of oil. Then he said, Go, 
borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even 
empty vessels; borrow not a few. And thou shalt go in, 
and shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and pour 
out into all those vessels; and thou shalt set aside that 
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which is full. So she went from him, and shut the door 
upon her and upon her sons; they brought the vessels to 
her, and she poured out. And it came to pass, when the 
vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet 
a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a vessel 
more. And the oil stayed. Then she came and told the 
man of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy 
debt, and live thou and thy sons of the rest.

xxxi

The Shunammite Woman

And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, 
where was a great woman ; and she constrained him to 
eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he 
turned in thither to eat bread. And she said unto her 
husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man 
of God, which passeth by us continually. Let us make, I 
pray thee, a little chamber on the wall; and let us set for 
him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick : 
and it shall be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn 
in thither. And it fell on a day, that he came thither, 
and he turned into the chamber and lay there. And he 
said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And 
when he had called her, she stood before him. And he 
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said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been 
careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for 
thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the 
captain of the host? And she answered, I dwell among 
mine own people. And he said, What then is to be done 
for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no son, 
and her husband is old. And he said, Call her. And 
when he had called her, she stood in the door. And he 
said, At this season, when the time cometh round, thou 
shalt embrace a son. And she said, Nay, my lord, thou 
man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid. And the 
woman conceived, and bare a son at that season, when the 
time came round, as Elisha had said unto her.

And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he 
went out to his father to the reapers. And he said unto his 
father, My head, my head. And he said to his servant, 
Carry him to his mother. And when he had taken him, 
and brought him to his mother, he sat on her knees till 
noon, and then died. And she went up, and laid him on 
the bed of the man of God, and shut the door upon him, 
and went out. And she called unto her husband, and said, 
Send me, I pray thee, one of the servants, and one of the 
asses, that I may run to the man of God, and come again. 
And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go to him today? it is 
neither new moon nor sabbath. And she said, It shall be 
well. Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant. 
Drive, and go forward; slacken me not the riding, except
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I bid thee. So she went, and came unto the man of God 
to mount Carmel. And it came to pass, when the man of 
God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi his servant, 
Behold, yonder is the Shunammite : run, I pray thee, now 
to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee? is it 
well with thy husband? is it well with the child? And she 
answered, It is well. And when she came to the man of 
God to the hill, she caught hold of his feet. And Gehazi 
came near to thrust her away; but the man of God said, 
Let her alone: for her soul is vexed within her; and the 
LORD hath hid it from me, and hath not told me. Then 
she said, Did I desire a son of my lord? did I not say, Do 
not deceive me? Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy 
loins, and take my staff in thine hand, and go thy way: if 
thou meet any man, salute him not; and if any salute thee, 
answer him not again : and lay my staff upon the face of 
the child. And the mother of the child said, As the LORD 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And 
he arose, and followed her. And Gehazi passed on before 
them, and laid the staff upon the face of the child; but 
there was neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he re­
turned to meet him, and told him, saying, The child is not 
awaked. And when Elisha was come into the house, be­
hold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed. He went 
in therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and 
prayed unto the LORD. And he went up, and lay upon the 
child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes 
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upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he 
stretched himself upon him; and the flesh of the child 
waxed warm. Then he returned, and walked in the house 
once to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon 
him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the child 
opened his eyes. And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this 
Shunammite. So he called her. And when she was come 
in unto him, he said, Take up thy son. Then she went in, 
and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground; and 
she took up her son, and went out.

xxxii

Death in the Pot

And Elisha came again to Gilgal: and there was a dearth 
in the land; and the sons of the prophets were sitting 
before him: and he said unto his servant, Set on the great 
pot, and seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets. And 
one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a 
wild vine, and gathered thereof wild gourds his lap full, and 
came and shred them into the pot of pottage: for they 
knew them not. So they poured out for the men to eat. 
And it came to pass, as they were eating of the pottage, 
that they cried out, and said, O man of God, there is death 
in the pot. And they could not eat thereof. But he said, 
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Then bring meal. And he cast it into the pot; and he 
said, Pour out for the people, that they may eat. And 
there was no harm in the pot.

xxxiii

The Feeding of the Hundred Men

And there came a man from Baal-shalishah, and brought 
the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of 
barley, and fresh ears of corn in his sack. And he said, 
Give unto the people, that they may eat. And his servant 
said. What, should I set this before an hundred men? 
But he said. Give the people, that they may eat; for thus 
saith the LORD. They shall eat, and shall leave thereof. 
So he set it before them, and they did eat, and left thereof, 
according to the word of the LORD.

xxxiv

Naaman and Gehazi

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, 
was a great man with his master, and honourable, because 
by him the LORD had given victory unto Syria: he was also 
a mighty man of valour, but he was a leper. And the 
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Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away cap­
tive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited 

on Naaman’s wife. And she said unto her mistress, Would 
God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! 

then would he recover him of his leprosy. And one went 
in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid 
that is of the land of Israel. And the king of Syria said, 

Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the king of Israel. 
And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, 
and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of rai­

ment. And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, 
saying, And now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, 

I have sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest 
recover him of his leprosy. And it came to pass, when the 
king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, 
and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this 

man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? 
but consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel 
against me. And it was so, when Elisha the man of God 
heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he 
sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy 

clothes ? let him come now to me, and he shall know that 
there is a prophet in Israel. So Naaman came with his 

horses and with his chariots, and stood at the door of the 
house of Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, 

saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh 
shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. But 
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Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I 
thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call 
on the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over 
the place, and recover the leper. Are not Abanah and 
Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters 
of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he 
turned and went away in a rage. And his servants came 
near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the 
prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou 
not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith 
to thee, Wash, and be clean? Then went he down, and 
dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the 
saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like 
unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. And he 
returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and 
came, and stood before him : and he said, Behold now, I 
know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: 
now therefore. I pray thee, take a present of thy servant. 
But he said. As the LORD liveth, before whom I stand, I 
will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he 
refused. And Naaman said, If not, yet I pray thee let 
there be given to thy seiwant two mules’ burden of earth; 
for thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offering 
nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the LORD. In this 
thing the LORD pardon thy servant; when my master goeth 
into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth 
on my hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, 
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when I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, the LORD 
pardon thy servant in this thing. And he said unto him, 
Go in peace. So he departed from him a little way.

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, 
Behold, my master hath spared this Naaman the Syrian, in 
not receiving at his hands that which he brought: as the 
LORD liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of 
him. So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when 
Naaman saw one running after him, he lighted down from 
the chariot to meet him, and said, Is all well? And he 
said, All is well. My master hath sent me, saying, Behold, 
even now there be come to me from the hill country of 
Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets ; give 
them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of 
raiment. And Naaman said, Be content, take two talents. 
And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two 
bags, with two changes of raiment, and laid them upon 
two of his servants ; and they bare them before him. And 
when he came to the hill, he took them from their hand, 
and bestowed them in the house: and he let the men go, 
and they departed. But he went in, and stood before his 
master. And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest thou, 
Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went no whither. And 
he said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee, when the 
man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a 
time to receive money, and to receive garments, and olive­
yards and vineyards, and sheep and oxen, and menservants 
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and maidservants? The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall 
cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went 
out from his presence a leper as white as snow.

XXXV

The Axe-head that swam

And the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, Behold 
now, the place where we dwell before thee is too strait for 
us. Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence 
every man a beam, and let us make us a place there, where 
we may dwell. And he answered. Go ye. And one said, 
Be content, I pray thee, and go with thy servants. And 
he answered. I will go. So he went with them. And 
when they came to Jordan, they cut down wood. But as 
one was felling a beam, the axe-head fell into the water: 
and he cried, and said, Alas, my master! for it was bor­
rowed. And the man of God said, Where fell it? And 
he shewed him the place. And he cut down a stick, and 
cast it in thither, and made the iron to swim. And he 
said, Take it up to thee. So he put out his hand, and 
took it.
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xxxvi

The Expedition against Elisha

Now the king of Syria warred against Israel; and he 
took counsel with his servants, saying, In such and such a 
place shall be my camp. And the man of God sent unto 
the king of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not such 
a place ; for thither the Syrians are coming down. And 
the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God 
told him and warned him of; and he saved himself there, 
not once nor twice. And the heart of the king of Syria 
was sore troubled for this thing; and he called his ser­
vants, and said unto them, Will ye not shew me which of 
us is for the king of Israel ? And one of his servants said, 
Nay, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in 
Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou speak- 
est in thy bedchamber. And he said, Go and see where 
he is, that I may send and fetch him. And it was told him, 
saying, Behold, he is in Dothan. Therefore sent he thither 
horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came by 
night, and compassed the city about. And when the ser­
vant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, 
behold, an host with horses and chariots was round about 
the city. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! 
how shall we do? And he answered, Fear not: for they 
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that be with us are more than they that be with them. And 
Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, 
that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the 
young man ; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was 
full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. 
And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the 
LORD, and said, Smite this people, I pray thee, with blind­
ness. And he smote them with blindness according to the 
word of Elisha. And Elisha said unto them, This is not the 
way, neither is this the city: follow me, and I will bring 
you to the man whom ye seek. And he led them to Sama­
ria. And it came to pass, when they were come into Sa­
maria, that Elisha said, LORD, open the eyes of these men, 
that they may see. And the LORD opened their eyes, and 
they saw ; and, behold, they were in the midst of Samaria. 
And the king of Israel said unto Elisha, when he saw 
them, My father, shall I smite them? shall I smite them? 
And he answered, Thou shalt not smite them: wouldest 
thou smite those whom thou hast taken captive with thy 
sword and with thy bow ? set bread and water before them, 
that they may eat and drink, and go to their master. And 
he prepared great provision for them : and when they had 
eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their 
master. And the bands of Syria came no more into the 
land of Israel.
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xxxvii

The Siege of Samaria

And it came to pass after this, that Ben-hadad king of 
Syria gathered all his host, and went up, and besieged Sa­
maria. And there was a great famine in Samaria: and, 
behold, they besieged it, until an ass’s head was sold for 
fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a kab of 
dove’s dung for five pieces of silver. And as the king of 
Israel was passing by upon the wall, there cried a woman 
unto him, saying, Help, my lord, O king. And he said, If 
the LORD do not help thee, whence shall I help thee ? out 
of the threshing-floor, or out of the winepress? And the 
king said unto her, What aileth thee ? And she answered, 
This woman said unto me, Give thy son, that we may eat 
him today, and we will eat my son tomorrow. So we 
boiled my son, and did eat him: and I said unto her on the 
next day, Give thy son, that we may eat him : and she hath 
hid her son. And it came to pass, when the king heard the 
words of the woman, that he rent his clothes; (now he 
was passing by upon the wall;) and the people looked, and, 
behold, he had sackcloth within upon his flesh. Then he 
said, God do so to me, and more also, if the head of Elisha 
the son of Shaphat shall stand on him this day. But Elisha 
sat in his house, and the elders sat with him; and the king 
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sent a man from before him: but ere the messenger came 
to him, he said to the elders, See ye how this son of a mur­
derer hath sent to take away mine head ? look, when the 
messenger cometh, shut the door, and hold the door fast 
against him: is not the sound of his master’s feet behind 
him ? And while he yet talked with them, behold, the mes­
senger came down unto him: and he said, Behold, this 
evil is of the LORD ; why should I wait for the LORD any 
longer? And Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the LORD : 
thus saith the LORD, Tomorrow about this time shall a meas­
ure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of 
barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria. Then the cap­
tain on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of 
God, and said, Behold, if the LORD should make windows 
in heaven, might this thing be? And he said, Behold thou 
shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.

Now7 there were four leprous men at the entering in of 
the gate : and they said one to another, Why sit we here 
until we die? If wre say, We wall enter into the city, then 
the famine is in the city, and w7e shall die there: and if we 
sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us 
fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we 
shall live ; and if they kill us, we shall but die. And they 
rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians : 
and when they wTere come to the outermost part of the 
camp of the Syrians, behold, there was no man there. 
For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a
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noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of 
a great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the king 
of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, 
and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. Where­
fore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, 
and their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, 
and fled for their life. And when these lepers came to the 
outermost part of the camp, they went into one tent, and 
did eat and drink, and carried thence silver, and gold, 
and raiment, and went and hid it; and they came back, and 
entered into another tent, and carried thence also, and went 
and hid it. Then they said one to another, We do not 
well: this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our 
peace: if we tarry till the morning light, punishment will 
overtake us: now therefore come, let us go and tell the 
king’s household. So they came and called unto the por­
ters of the city: and they told them, saying, We came to 
the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, there was no man 
there, neither voice of man, but the horses tied, and the 
asses tied, and the tents as they were. And the porters 
called ; and they told it to the king’s household within. 
And the king arose in the night, and said unto his ser­
vants, I will now shew you what the Syrians have done to 
us. They know that we be hungry; therefore are they 
gone out of the camp to hide themselves in the field, say­
ing, When they come out of the city, we shall take them 
alive, and get into the city. And one of his servants
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answered and said, Let some take, I pray thee, five of the 
horses that remain, which are left in the city, (behold, 
they are as all the multitude of Israel that are left in it; 
behold, they are as all the multitude of Israel that are con­
sumed:) and let us send and see. They took therefore 
two chariots with horses ; and the king sent after the host 
of the Syrians, saying, Go and see. And they went after 
them unto Jordan: and, 10, all the way was full of gar­
ments and vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in 
their haste. And the messengers returned, and told the 
king. And the people went out, and spoiled the camp of 
the Syrians. So a measure of fine flour was sold for a 
shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, according 
to the word of the LORD. And the king appointed the 
captain on whose hand he leaned to have the charge of 
the gate : and the people trode upon him in the gate, and 
he died as the man of God had said, who spake when the 
king came down to him. And it came to pass, as the man 
of God had spoken to the king, saying, Two measures of 
barley for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, 
shall be tomorrow about this time in the gate of Samaria; 
and that captain answered the man of God, and said, Now, 
behold, if the LORD should make windows in heaven, might 
such a thing be? and he said, Behold, thou shalt see it 
with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof: it came to pass 
even so unto him; for the people trode upon him in the 
gate, and he died.
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xxxviii

The Shunammite Woman’s Estate

Now Elisha had spoken unto the woman, whose son he 
had restored to life, saying, Arise, and go thou and thine 
household, and sojourn wheresoever thou canst sojourn: 
for the LORD hath called for a famine; and it shall also 
come upon the land seven years. And the woman arose, 
and did according to the word of the man of God : and she 
went with her household, and sojourned in the land of the 
Philistines seven years. And it came to pass at the seven 
years’ end, that the woman returned out of the land of the 
Philistines : and she went forth to cry unto the king for her 
house and for her land. Now the king was talking with 
Gehazi the servant of the man of God, saying, Tell me, I 
pray thee, all the great things that Elisha hath done. And 
it came to pass, as he was telling the king how he had re­
stored to life him that was dead, that, behold, the woman, 
whose son he had restored to life, cried to the king for her 
house and for her land. And Gehazi said, My lord, O 
king, this is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha 
restored to life. And when the king asked the woman, she 
told him. So the king appointed unto her a certain officer, 
saying, Restore all that was hers, and all the fruits of the 
field since the day that she left the land, even until now.
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xxxix

Hazael’s Visit to Elisha

And Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben-hadad the 
king of Syria was sick; and it was told him, saying, The 
man of God is come hither. And the king said unto 
Hazael, Take a present in thine hand, and go meet the 
man of God, and inquire of the LORD by him, saying, 
Shall I recover of this sickness ? So Hazael went to meet 
him, and took a present with him, even of every good 
thing of Damascus, forty camels’ burden, and came and 
stood before him, and said, Thy son Ben-hadad king of 
Syria hath sent me to thee, saying. Shall I recover of this 
sickness? And Elisha said unto him, Go, say unto him, 
Thou shalt surely recover; howbeit the LORD hath shewed 
me that he shall surely die. And he settled his counte­
nance stedfastly upon him, until he was ashamed: and the 
man of God wept. And Hazael said. Why weepeth my 
lord? And he answered, Because I know the evil that 
thou wilt do unto the children of Israel: their strong holds 
wilt thou set on fire, and their young men wilt thou slay 
with the sword, and wilt dash in pieces their little ones, 
and rip up their women with child. And Hazael said, But 
what is thy servant, which is but a dog, that he should do 
this great thins:? And Elisha answered, The LORD hath 
shewed me that thou shalt be king over Syria. Then he 
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departed from Elisha, and came to his master; who said 
to him, What said Elisha to thee? And he answered, He 
told me that thou shouldest surely recover. And it came 
to pass on the morrow, that he took the coverlet, and 
dipped it in water, and spread it on his face, so that he 
died: and Hazael reigned in his stead.

40. And in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab king 
of Israel, Jehoshaphat being then king of Judah, Jehoram 
the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah began 
to reign. Thirty and two years old was he Judah:

& J Jehoram
when he began to reign ; and he reigned eight
years in Jerusalem. And he walked in the way of the 
kings of Israel, as did the house of Ahab: for he had the 
daughter of Ahab to wife: and he did that which was evil 
in the sight of the LORD. Howbeit the LORD would not 
destroy Judah, for David his servant’s sake, as he promised 
him to give unto him a lamp for his children alway. In 
his days Edom revolted from under the hand of Judah, 
and made a king over themselves. Then Joram passed 
over to Zair, and all his chariots with him : and he rose 
up by night, and smote the Edomites which compassed 
him about, and the captains of the chariots : and the people 
fled to their tents. So Edom revolted from under the 
hand of Judah, unto this day. Then did Libnah revolt at 
the same time. And the rest of the acts of Joram, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book of the chroni­
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cles of the kings of Judah ? And Joram slept with his 
fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David: and Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead.

41. In the twelfth year of Joram the son of Ahab king 
of Israel did Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah

Judah:
Ahaziah

begin to reign. Two and twenty years old 
was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he 
reigned one year in Jerusalem. And his

mother’s name was Athaliah the daughter of Omri king of 
Israel. And he walked in the way of the house of Ahab, 
and did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, as 
did the house of Ahab : for he was the son in law of the 
house of Ahab. And he went with Joram the son of Ahab 
to war against Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth-gilead : and 
the Syrians wounded Joram. And king Joram returned to 
be healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians had 
given him at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king 
of Syria. And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah 
went down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, be­
cause he was sick.

42. And Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of 
the prophets, and said unto him, Gird up thy loins, and

take this vial of oil in thine hand, and go toConspiracy of
Jehu against Ramoth-gilead. And when thou comest
Israel and 
Judah

thither, look out there Jehu the son of Je­
hoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go in, and

make him arise up from among his brethren, and carry him 
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to an inner chamber. Then take the vial of oil, and pour 
it on his head, and say, Thus saith the LORD, I have 
anointed thee king over Israel. Then open the door, and 
flee, and tarry not. So the young man, even the young 
man the prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead. And when he 
came, behold, the captains of the host were sitting; and 
he said, I have an errand to thee, O captain. And Jehu 
said, Unto which of all us ? And he said, To thee, O 
captain. And he arose, and went into the house; and he 
poured the oil on his head, and said unto him, Thus saith 
the LORD, the God of Israel, I have anointed thee king 
over the people of the LORD, even over Israel. And thou 
shalt smite the house of Ahab thy master, that I may 
avenge the blood of my servants the prophets, and the 
blood of all the servants of the LORD, at the hand of Jeze­
bel. For the whole house of Ahab shall perish : and I will 
cut off from Ahab every man child, and him that is shut 
up and him that is left at large in Israel. And I will make 
the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. 
And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the portion of Jezreel, 
and there shall be none to bury her. And he opened the 
door, and fled. Then Jehu came forth to the servants of 
his lord: and one said unto him, Is all well ? wherefore 
came this mad fellow to thee ? And he said unto them, 
Ye know the man and what his talk was. And they said, 
it is false ; tell us now. And he said, Thus and thus spake 
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he to me, saying, Thus saith the LORD, I have anointed 
thee king over Israel. Then they hasted, and took every 
man his garment, and put it under him on the top of the 
stairs, and blew the trumpet, saying, Jehu is king.

So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi con­
spired against Joram. (Now Joram kept Ramoth-gilead, 
he and all Israel, because of Hazael king of Syria: but 
king Joram was returned to be healed in Jezreel of the 
wounds which the Syrians had given him, when he fought 
with Hazael king of Syria.) And Jehu said, If this be 
your mind, then let none escape and go forth out of the 
city, to go to tell it in Jezreel. So Jehu rode in a chariot, 
and went to Jezreel; for Joram lay there. And Ahaziah 
king of Judah was come down to see Joram. Now the 
watchman stood on the tower in Jezreel, and he spied the 
company of Jehu as he came, and said, I see a company. 
And Joram said, Take an horseman, and send to meet 
them, and let him say, Is it peace ? So there went one on 
horseback to meet him, and said, Thus saith the king, Is 
it peace ? And Jehu said, What hast thou to do with 
peace ? turn thee behind me. And the watchman told, 
saying. The messenger came to them, but he cometh not 
again. Then he sent out a second on horseback, which 
came to them, and said. Thus saith the king, Is it peace ? 
And Jehu answered, What hast thou to do with peace ? 
turn thee behind me. And the watchman told, saying, He 
came even unto them, and cometh not again : and the 
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driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi; for 
he driveth furiously. And Joram said, Make ready. And 
they made ready his chariot. And Joram king of Israel 
and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his chariot, 
and they went out to meet Jehu, and found him in the 
portion of Naboth the Jezreelite. And it came to pass, 
when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, Is it peace, Jehu ? 
And he answered, What peace, so long as the whoredoms 
of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so many I 
And Joram turned his hands, and fled, and said to Ahaziah, 
There is treachery, O Ahaziah. And Jehu drew his bow 
with his full strength, and smote Joram between his arms, 
and the arrow went out at his heart, and he sunk down in 
his chariot. Then said Jehu to Bidkar his captain, Take 
up, and cast him in the portion of the field of Naboth the 
Jezreelite: for remember how that, when I and thou rode 
together after Ahab his father, the LORD laid this burden 
upon him; Surely I have seen yesterday the blood of Na­
both, and the blood of his sons, saith the LORD ; and I 
will requite thee in this plat, saith the LORD. Now there­
fore take and cast him into the plat of ground, according 
to the word of the LORD.

But when Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled 
by the way of the garden house. And Jehu followed after 
him, and said, Smite him also in the chariot: and they 
smote him at the ascent of Gur, which is by Ibleam. And 
he fled to Megiddo, and died there. And his servants car­
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ried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his 
sepulchre with his fathers in the city of David. And in 
the eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab began Ahaziah 
to reign over Judah.

And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of 
it; and she painted her eyes, and tired her head, and 
looked out at the window. And as Jehu entered in at the 
gate, she said, Is it peace, thou Zimri, thy master’s mur­
derer ? And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, 
Who is on my side ? who ? And there looked out to him 
two or three eunuchs. And he said, Throw her down. 
So they threw her down; and some of her blood was 
sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses : and he trade 
her under foot. And when he was come in, he did eat 
and drink; and he said, See now to this cursed woman, 
and bury her: for she is a king’s daughter. And they 
went to bury her : but they found no more of her than the 
skull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands. Where­
fore they came again, and told him. And he said, This 
is the word of the LORD, which he spake by his servant 
Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall 
the dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel: and the carcase of Jeze­
bel shall be as dung upon the face of the field in the por­
tion of Jezreel; so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel.

Now Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. And Jehu 
wrote letters, and sent to Samaria, unto the rulers of Jez- 
reel, even the elders, and unto them that brought up the 
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sons of Ahab, saying, And now as soon as this letter 
cometh to you, seeing your master’s sons are with you, and 
there are with you chariots and horses, a fenced city also, 
and armour; look ye out the best and meetest of your 
master’s sons, and set him on his father’s throne, and fight 
for your master's house. But they were exceedingly afraid, 
and said, Behold, the two kings stood not before him: 
how then shall we stand ? And he that was over the 
household, and he that was over the city, the elders also, 
and they that brought up the children, sent to J ehu, saying, 
We are thy servants, and will do all that thou shalt bid 
us ; we will not make any man king: do thou that which 
is good in thine eyes. Then he wrote a letter the second 
time to them, saying, If ye be on my side, and if ye will 
hearken unto my voice, take ye the heads of the men your 
master’s sons, and come to me to Jezreel by tomorrow 
this time. Now the king’s sons, being seventy persons, 
wrere with the great men of the city, which brought them 
up. And it came to pass, when the letter came to them, 
that they took the king’s sons, and slew them, even seventy 
persons, and put their heads in baskets, and sent them 
unto him to Jezreel. And there came a messenger, and 
told him, saying, They have brought the heads of the 
king’s sons. And he said, Lay ye them in two heaps at 
the entering in of the gate until the morning. And it 
came to pass in the morning, that he went out, and stood, 
and said to all the people, Ye be righteous: behold, I 
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conspired against my master, and slew him: but who 
smote all these? Know now that there shall fall unto the 
earth nothing of the word of the LORD, which the LORD 
spake concerning the house of Ahab : for the LORD hath 
done that which he spake by his servant Elijah. So Jehu 
smote all that remained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, 
and all his great men, and his familiar friends, and his 
priests, until he left him none remaining. And he arose 
and departed, and went to Samaria. And as he was at 
the shearing house of the shepherds in the way, Jehu met 
with the brethren of Ahaziah king of Judah, and said, 
Who are ye? And they answered, We are the brethren 
of Ahaziah : and we go down to salute the children of the 
king and the children of the queen. And he said, Take 
them alive. And they took them alive, and slew them at 
the pit of the shearing house, even two and forty men; 
neither left he any of them.

And when he was departed thence, he lighted on Je- 
honadab the son of Rechab coming to meet him : and he 
saluted him, and said to him, Is thine heart right, as my 
heart is with thy heart? And Jehonadab answered, It is. 
If it be, give me thine hand. And he gave him his hand ; 
and he took him up to him into the chariot. And he said, 
Come with me, and see my zeal for the LORD. So they 
made him ride in his chariot. And when he came to 
Samaria, he smote all that remained unto Ahab in Samaria, 
till he had destroyed him, according to the word of the 
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LORD, which he spake to Elijah. And Jehu gathered all 
the people together, and said unto them, Ahab served 
Baal a little ; but Jehu shall serve him much. Now there­
fore call unto me all the prophets of Baal, all his wor­
shippers, and all his priests; let none be wanting: for I 
have a great sacrifice to do to Baal; whosoever shall be 
wanting, he shall not live. But Jehu did it in subtilty, to 
the intent that he might destroy the worshippers of Baal. 
And Jehu said, Sanctify a solemn assembly for Baal. And 
they proclaimed it. And Jehu sent through all Israel: 
and all the worshippers of Baal came, so that there was 
not a man left that came not. And they came into the 
house of Baal; and the house of Baal was filled from one 
end to another. And he said unto him that was over the 
vestry, Bring forth vestments for all the worshippers of 
Baal. And he brought them forth vestments. And Jehu 
went, and Jehonadab the son of Rechab, into the house 
of Baal; and he said unto the worshippers of Baal, Search, 
and look that there be here with you none of the servants 
of the LORD, but the worshippers of Baal only. And they 
went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now Jehu 
had appointed him fourscore men without, and said, If 
any of the men whom I bring into your hands escape, he 
that letteth him go, his life shall be for the life of him. 
And it came to pass, as soon as he had made an end 
of offering the burnt offering, that Jehu said to the guard 
and to the captains, Go in, and slay them; let none come
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forth. And they smote them with the edge of the sword; 
and the guard and the captains cast them out, and went 
to the city of the house of Baal. And they brought forth 
the pillars that were in the house of Baal, and burned 
them. And they brake down the pillar of Baal, and brake 
down the house of Baal, and made it a draught house, 
unto this day.

43. Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel. Howbeit 
from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he 

made Israel to sin, Jehu departed not from 
Israel: Jehu r י . . . . . ,after them, to wit, the golden calves that were 
in Beth-el, and that were in Dan. And the LORD said 
unto Jehu, Because thou hast done well in executing that 
which is right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the house 
of Ahab according to all that was in mine heart, thy sons 
of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel. 
But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the LORD, 
the God of Israel, with all his heart: he departed not from 
the sins of Jeroboam, wherewith he made Israel to sin. 
In those days the LORD began to cut Israel short: and 
Hazael smote them in all the coasts of Israel; from Jordan 
eastward, all the land of Gilead, the Gadites, and the 
Reubenites, and the Manassites, from Aroer, which is by 
the valley of Arnon, even Gilead and Bashan. Now the 
rest of the acts of Jehu, and all that he did, and all his 
mi Hit, are they not written in the book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Israel ? And Jehu slept with his fathers:
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and they buried him in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son 
reigned in his stead. And the time that Jehu reigned 
over Israel in Samaria was twenty and eight years.

44. Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw 
that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the 
seed royal. But Jehosheba, the daughter of 
kin״ Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the ^ah.: .

r י ·יי י י - <■ Athaliahson of Ahaziah, and stole him away from
among the king’s sons that were slain, even him and his 
nurse, and put them in the bedchamber; and they hid 
him from Athaliah, so that he was not slain. And he 
was with her hid in the house of the LORD six years: and 
Athaliah reigned over the land.

And in the seventh year Jehoiada sent and fetched the 
captains over hundreds, of the Carites and of the guard, 
and brought them to him into the house of the LORD ; 
and he made a covenant with them, and took an oath of 
them in the house of the LORD, and shewed them the 
king’s son. And he commanded them, saying, This is 
the thing that ye shall do : a third part of you, that come 
in on the sabbath, shall be keepers of the watch of the 
king’s house; and a third part shall be at the gate Sur; 
and a third part at the gate behind the guard: so shall 
ye keep the watch of the house, and be a barrier. And 
the two companies of you, even all that go forth on the 
sabbath, shall keep the watch of the house of the LORD 
about the king. And ye shall compass the king round 
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about, every man with his weapons in his hand ; and he 
that cometh within the ranks, let him be slain : and be ye 
with the king when he goeth out, and when he cometh in. 
And the captains over hundreds did according to all that 
Jehoiada the priest commanded : and they took every man 
his men, those that were to come in on the sabbath, with 
those that were to go out on the sabbath, and came to 
Jehoiada the priest. And the priest delivered to the cap­
tains over hundreds the spears and shields that had been 
king David’s, which were in the house of the LORD. And 
the guard stood, every man with his weapons in his hand, 
from the right side of the house to the left side of the 
house, along by the altar and the house, by the king round 
about. Then he brought out the king’s son, and put the 
crown upon him, and gave him the testimony; and they 
made him king, and anointed him ; and they clapped their 
hands, and said, God save the king. And when Athaliah 
heard the noise of the guard and of the people, she came 
to the people into the house of the LORD : and she looked, 
and, behold, the king stood by the pillar, as the manner 
was, and the captains and the trumpets by the king; and 
all the people of the land rejoiced, and blew with trumpets. 
Then Athaliah rent her clothes, and cried, Treason, treason. 
And Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains of hun- 
clreds that were set over the host, and said unto them, 
Have her forth between the ranks; and him that followeth 
her slay with the sword : for the priest said, Let her not
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be slain in the house of the LORD. So they made way for 
her; and she went by the way of the horses’ entry to the 
king’s house: and there was she slain.

And Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD and 
the king and the people, that they should be the LORD’S 
people; between the king also and the people. And all 
the people of the land went to the house of Baal, and 
brake it down; his altars and his images brake they in 
pieces thoroughly, and slew Mattan the priest of Baal 
before the altars. And the priest appointed officers over 
the house of the LORD. And he took the captains over 
hundreds, and the Carites, and the guard, and all the 
people of the land ; and they brought down the king from 
the house of the LORD, and came by the way of the gate 
of the guard unto the king’s house. And he sat on the 
throne of the kings. So all the people of the land rejoiced, 
and the city was quiet: and they slew Athaliah with the 
sword at the king’s house.

45. Jehoash was seven years old when he began to 
reign. In the seventh year of Jehu began Jehoash to 
reign; and he reigned forty years in Jerusa­
lem: and his mother’s name was Zibiah of Judah:

Jehoash 
Beer-sheba. And Jehoash did that which
was right in the eyes of the LORD all his days wherein 
Jehoiada the priest instructed him. Howbeit the high 
places were not taken away: the people still sacrificed and 
burnt incense in the high places.
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And Jehoash said to the priests, All the money of the 
hallowed things that is brought into the house of the 
LORD, in current money, the money of the persons for 
whom each man is rated, and all the money that it cometh 
into any man’s heart to bring into the house of the LORD, 
let the priests take it to them, every man from his acquaint­
ance: and they shall repair the breaches of the house, 
wheresoever any breach shall be found. But it was so, 
that in the three and twentieth year of king Jehoash the 
priests had not repaired the breaches of the house. Then 
king Jehoash called for Jehoiada the priest, and for the other 
priests, and said unto them, Why repair ye not the breaches 
of the house? now therefore take no more money from 
your acquaintance, but deliver it for the breaches of the 
house. And the priests consented that they should take 
no more money from the people, neither repair the breaches 
of the house. But Jehoiada the priest took a chest, and 
bored a hole in the lid of it, and set it beside the altar, on 
the ri״ht side as one cometh into the house of the LORD : o
and the priests that kept the door put therein all the 
money that was brought into the house of the LORD. And 
it was so, when they saw that there was much money in 
the chest, that the king’s scribe and the high priest came 
up. and they put up in bags and told the money that was 
found in the house of the LORD. And they gave the money 
that was weighed out into the hands of them that did the 
work, that had the oversight of the house of the LORD : 7 O
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and they paid it out to the carpenters and the builders, that 
wrought upon the house of the LORD, and to the masons 
and the hewers of stone, and for buying timber and hewn 
stone to repair the breaches of the house of the LORD, 
and for all that was laid out for the house to repair it. But 
there were not made for the house of the LORD cups of 
silver, snuffers, basons, trumpets, any vessels of gold, or 
vessels of silver, of the money that was brought into the 
house of the LORD : for they gave that to them that did the 
work, and repaired therewith the house of the LORD. 
Moreover they reckoned not with the men, into whose 
hand they delivered the money to give to them that did the 
work: for they dealt faithfully. The money for the guilt 
offerings, and the money for the sin offerings, was not 
brought into the house of the LORD : it was the priests’.

Then Hazael king of Syria went up, and fought against 
Gath, and took it: and Hazael set his face to go up to 
Jerusalem. And Jehoash king of Judah took all the hal­
lowed things that Jehoshaphat, and Jehoram, and Ahaziah, 
his fathers, kings of Judah, had dedicated, and his own 
hallowed things, and all the gold that was found in the 
treasures of the house of the LORD, and of the king’s 
house, and sent it to Hazael king of Syria: and he went 
away from Jerusalem. Now the rest of the acts of Joash, 
and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah? And his servants arose, 
and made a conspiracy, and smote Joash at the house of
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Millo, on the way that goeth down to Silla. For Jozacar 
the son of Shimeath, and Jehozabad the son of Shomer, 
his servants, smote him, and he died ; and they buried him 
with his fathers in the city of David: and Amaziah his 
son reigned in his stead.

46. In the three and twentieth year of Joash the son of 
Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu began

to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned 
I8rael. seventeen years. And he did that which was Jehoahaz . .

evil in the sight of the LORD, and followed 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made 
Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom. And the anger 
of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he delivered 
them into the hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into the 
hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael, continually. And 
Jehoahaz besought the LORD, and the LORD hearkened 
unto him: for he saw the oppression of Israel, how that 
the king of Syria oppressed them.* For he left not to 
Jehoahaz of the people save fifty horsemen, and ten 
chariots, and ten thousand footmen; for the king of Syria 
destroyed them, and made them like the dust in thresh­
ing. Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and all that

* And the LORD gave Israel a saviour, so that they went out from under 
the hand of the Syrians: and the children of Israel dwelt in their tents, as 
beforetime. Nevertheless they departed not from the sins of the house of 
Jeroboam, wherewith he made Israel to sin, but walked therein: and there 
remained the Asherah also in Samaria.
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he did, and his might, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? And Jehoahaz 
slept with his fathers; and they buried him in Samaria: 
and Joash his son reigned in his stead.

47. In the thirty and seventh year of Joash king of Judah 
began Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz to reign over Israel in 
Samaria, and reigned sixteen years. And he 
did that which was evil in the sight of the *srae1■ 
LORD ; he departed not from all the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel to 
sin: but he walked therein. Now the rest of the acts of 
Joash, and all that he did, and his might wherewith he 
fought against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? And 
Joash slept with his fathers; and Jeroboam sat upon his 
throne: and Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings 
of Israel.

xlviii

The Death of Elisha

Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof he 
died: and Joash the king of Israel came down unto him, 
and wept over him, and said, My father, my father, the 
chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof I And Elisha 
said unto him, Take bow and arrows: and he took unto 
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him bow and arrows. And he said to the king of Israel, 
Put thine hand upon the bow: and he put his hand upon 
it. And Elisha laid his hands upon the king’s hands. 
And he said, Open the window eastward: and he opened 
it. Then Elisha said, Shoot: and he shot. And he said, 
The LORD’S arrow of victory, even the arrow of victory 
over Syria: for thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till 
thou have consumed them. . And he said, Take the arrows : 
and he took them. And he said unto the king of Israel, 
Smite upon the ground: and he smote thrice, and stayed. 
And the man of God was wroth with him, and said, Thou 
shouldest have smitten five or six times ; then hadst thou 
smitten Syria till thou hadst consumed it: whereas now 
thou shalt smite Syria but thrice.

And Elisha died, and they buried him. Now the bands 
of the Moabites invaded the land at the coming in of the 
year. And it came to pass, as they were burying a man, 
that, behold, they spied a band ; and they cast the man into 
the sepulchre of Elisha: and as soon as the man touched 
the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood up on his feet.

4g. And Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the 
days of Jehoahaz. But the LORD was gracious unto them, 
and had compassion on them, and had respect unto them, 
because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and would not destroy them, neither cast he them from his 
presence as yet. And Hazael king of Syria died; and
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Ben-hadad his son reigned in his stead. And Jehoash 
the son of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand of Ben- 
hadad the son of Hazael the cities which 
he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz Israel: 
his father by war. Three times did Joash 
smite him, and recovered the cities of Israel.

50. In the second year of Joash son of Joahaz king of 
Israel began Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah to 
reign. He was twenty and five years old when 
he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and Judah;
nine years in Jerusalem: and his mother’s
name was Jehoaddin of Jerusalem. And he did that which 
was right in the eyes of the LORD, yet not like David his 
father: he did according to all that Joash his father had 
done. Howbeit the high places were not taken away : the 
people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places. 
And it came to pass, as soon as the kingdom was estab­
lished in his hand, that he slew his servants which had 
slain the king his father: but the children of the murderers 
he put not to death: according to that which is written in 
the book of the law of Moses, as the LORD commanded, 
saying, The fathers shall not be put to death for the chil­
dren, nor the children be put to death for the fathers; but 
every man shall die for his own sin. He slew of Edom 
in the Valley of Salt ten thousand, and took Sela by war, 
and called the name of it Joktheel, unto this day.

Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash, the son of 
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Jehoahaz son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, let us 
look one another in the face. And Jehoash the king of Is­
rael sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, The thistle that 
was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, say­
ing, Give thy daughter to my son to wife : and there passed 
by a wild beast that was in Lebanon, and trode down the 
thistle. Thou hast indeed smitten Edom, and thine heart 
hath lifted thee up: glory thereof, and abide at home; for 
why shouldest thou meddle to thy hurt, that thou shouldest 
fall, even thou, and Judah with thee? But Amaziah would 
not hear. So Jehoash king of Israel went up ; and he and 
Amaziah king of Judah looked one another in the face at 
Beth-shemesh, which belongeth to Judah. And Judah was 
put to the worse before Israel; and they fled every man to 
his tent. And Jehoash king of Israel took Amaziah king 
of Judah, the son of Jehoash the son of Ahaziah, at Beth- 
shemesh, and came to Jerusalem, and brake down the wall 
of Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim unto the corner 
gate, four hundred cubits. And he took all the gold and 
silver, and all the vessels that were found in the house of 
the LORD, and in the treasures of the king’s house, the 
hostages also, and returned to Samaria.

51. Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash which he did, 
Israel: and his might, and how he fought with Ama-
Jehoash ziah king of Judah, are they not written in
continued the hook of the chronicles of the kings of Is­
rael? And Jehoash slept with his fathers, and was buried
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in Samaria with the kings of Israel; and Jeroboam his son 
reigned in his stead.

52. And Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah lived 
after the death of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel 
fifteen years. Now the rest of the acts of 
Amaziah, are they not written in the book of Judah:
 ΑΐΏ^Ζΐ^Ιΐthe chronicles of the kings of Judah? And conanued ד ΤΊΊΛ Λ*/ *די/ ר* ו 1 -

they made a conspiracy against him in Jeru­
salem ; and he fled to Lachish : but they sent after him to 
Lachish, and slew him there. And they brought him upon 
horses: and he was buried at Jerusalem ״with his fathers 
in the city of David. And all the people of Judah took 
Azariah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king in 
the room of his father Amaziah. He built Elath, and 
restored it to Judah, after that the king slept with his 
fathers.

53. In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash 
king of Judah Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel 
began to reign in Samaria, and reigned forty 
and one years. And he did that which was ^sra®1:

J Jeroboam
evil in the sight of the LORD : he departed
not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, where­
with he made Israel to sin. He restored the border of
Israel from the entering in of Hamath unto the sea of the 
Arabah, according to the word of the LORD, the God of 
Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah 
the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gath-hepher.
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For the LORD saw the affliction of Israel, that it was very 
bitter: for there was none shut up nor left at large, neither 
was there any helper for Israel. And the LORD said not 
that he would blot out the name of Israel from under 
heaven : but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the 
son of Joash. Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and 
all that he did, and his might, how he warred, and how he 
recovered Damascus, and Hamath, which had belonged to 
Judah, for Israel, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel? And Jeroboam slept 
with his fathers, even with the kings of Israel; and Zecha­
riah his son reigned in his stead.

54. In the twenty and seventh year of Jeroboam king 
of Israel began Azariah son of Amaziah king of Judah to 

reign. Sixteen years old was he when he 
Judah: began to reign: and he reigned two and
Azariah or _ 1 7 י ·י ו 
Uzziah ““Y years in Jerusalem: and his mothers 

name was Jecoliah of Jerusalem. And he 
did that ,which was right in the eyes of the LORD, accord­
ing to all that his father Amaziah had done. Howbeit the 
high places were not taken away: the people still sacri­
ficed and burnt incense in the high places. And the 
LORD smote the king, so that he was a leper unto the 
day of his death, and dwelt in a several house. And 
Jotham the king's son was over the household, judging 
the people of the land. Now the rest of the acts of Aza­
riah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book
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of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And Azariah 
slept with his fathers; and they buried him with his 
fathers in the city of David: and Jotham his son reigned 
in his stead.

55. In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah king of 
Judah did Zechariah the son of Jeroboam reign over Israel 
in Samaria six months. And he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the LORD. as ^sra®1·a ' Zechariah
his fathers had done: he departed not from
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made 
Israel to sin. And Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired 
against him, and smote him before the people, and slew 
him, and reigned in his stead. Now the rest of the acts 
of Zechariah, behold, they are written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel. This was the word of 
the LORD which he spake unto Jehu, saying, Thy sons to 
the fourth generation shall sit upon the throne of Israel. 
And so it came to pass.

56. Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign in the 
nine and thirtieth year of Uzziah king of Judah; and 
he reigned the space of a month in Samaria.
And Menahem the son of Gadi went up from Israel: 
Tirzah, and came to Samaria, and smote
Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria, and slew him, and 
reigned in his stead. Now the rest of the acts of Shallum, 
and his conspiracy which he made, behold, they are written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. Then 
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Menahem smote Tiphsah, and all that were therein, and 
the borders thereof, from Tirzah: because they opened 
not to him, therefore he smote it; and all the women 
therein that were with child he ripped up.

57. In the nine and thirtieth year of Azariah king of 
Judah began Menahem the son of Gadi to reign over 

Israel, and reigned ten years in Samaria. 
Israel. Anc! he did that which was evil in the sight 

of the LORD : he departed not all his days 
from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he 
made Israel to sin. There came against the land Pul the 
king of Assyria; and Menahem gave Pul a thousand tal­
ents of silver, that his hand might be with him to confirm 
the kingdom in his hand. And Menahem exacted the 
money of Israel, even of all the mighty men of wealth, 
of each man fifty shekels of silver, to give to the king 
of Assyria. So the king of Assyria turned back, and 
stayed not there in the land. Now the rest of the acts 
of Menahem, and all that he did, are they not written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? And 
Menahem slept with his fathers; and Pekahiah his son 
reigned in his stead.

58. In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah Peka- 
hiah the son of Menahem began to reign 

£sr,ael·. , over Israel in Samaria, and reigned two 
years. And he did that which was evil in 

the sight of the LORD : he departed not from the sins of 
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Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel 
to sin. And Pekah the son of Remaliah, his captain, 
conspired against him, and smote him in Samaria, in the 
castle of the king’s house, with Argob and Arieh; and 
with him were fifty men of the Gileadites : and he slew 
him, and reigned in his stead. Now the rest of the acts 
of Pekahiah, and all that he did, behold, they are written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

59. In the two and fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah 
Pekah the son of Remaliah began to reign over Israel in 
Samaria, and reigned twenty years. And he 
did that which was evil in the sight of the Lsr,ae?: 
LORD : he departed not from the sins of Jero­
boam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel to sin. 
In the days of Pekah king of Israel came Tiglath-pileser 
king of Assyria, and took Ijon, and Abel-beth-maacah, and 
Janoah, and Kedesh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, 
all the land of Naphtali; and he carried them captive to 
Assyria. And Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy 
against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and smote him, and 
slew him, and reigned in his stead, in the twentieth year 
of Jotham the son of Uzziah. Now the rest of the acts 
of Pekah, and all that he did, behold, they are written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

60. In the second year of Pekah the son of Remaliah 
king of Israel began Jotham the son of Uzziah king of 
Judah to reign. Five and twenty years old was he when
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he began to reign; and he reigned sixteen years in Jeru­
salem: and his mother’s name was Jerusha the daughter 

of Zadok. And he did that which was right 
Judah: t^e S 0£ T^E LORD . pe did accord­
Jotham J

ing to all that his father Uzziah had done. 
Howbeit the high places were not taken away: the people 
still sacrificed and burned incense in the high places. He 
built the upper gate of the house of the LORD. Now the 
rest of the acts of Jotham, and all that he did, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 
In those days the LORD began to send against Judah Rezin 
the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah. And 
Jotham slept with his fathers, and was buried with his 
fathers in the city of David his father: and Ahaz his son 
reigned in his stead.

61. In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Rema- 
liah Ahaz the son of Jotham king of Judah began to reign.

Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began 
Judah: tQ rejgn . anc| pe reigned sixteen years in

Jerusalem: and he did not that which was 
right in the eyes of the LORD his God, like David his 
father. But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, 
yea, and made his son to pass through the fire, according 
to the abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD cast 
out from before the children of Israel. And he sacrificed 
and burnt incense in the high places, and on the hills, and 
under every green tree. Then Rezin king of Syria and 
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Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel came up to Jerusa­
lem to war: and they besieged Ahaz, but could not over­
come him. At that time Rezin king of Syria recovered 
Elath to Syria, and drave the Jews from Elath : and the 
Syrians came to Elath, and dwelt there, unto this day. So 
Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, 
saying, I am thy servant and thy son: come up, and save 
me out of the hand of the king of Syria, and out of the 
hand of the king of Israel, which rise up against me. And 
Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in the house 
of the LORD, and in the treasures of the king’s house, and 
sent it for a present to the king of Assyria. And the king 
of Assyria hearkened unto him: and the king of Assyria 
went up against Damascus, and took it, and carried the 
people of it captive to Kir, and slew Rezin. And king 
Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-pileser king 
of Assyria, and saw the altar that was at Damascus : and 
king Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest the fashion of the 
altar, and the pattern of it, according to all the work­
manship thereof. And Urijah the priest built an altar: 
according to all that king Ahaz had sent from Damascus, 
so did Urijah the priest make it against king Ahaz came 
from Damascus. And when the king was come from 
Damascus, the king saw the altar: and the king drew 
near unto the altar, and offered thereon. And he burnt 
his burnt offering and his meal offering, and poured his 
drink offering, and sprinkled the blood of his peace offer- 
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ings, upon the altar. And the brasen altar, which was 
before the LORD, he brought from the forefront of the 
house, from between his altar and the house of the LORD, 
and put it on the north side of his altar. And king Ahaz 
commanded Urijah the priest, saying, Upon the great altar 
burn the morning burnt offering, and the evening meal 
offering, and the king’s burnt offering, and his meal offer­
ing, with the burnt offering of all the people of the land, 
and their meal offering, and their drink offerings ; and 
sprinkle upon it all the blood of the burnt offering, and 
all the blood of the sacrifice: but the brasen altar shall 
be for me to inquire by. Thus did Urijah the priest, 
according to all that king Ahaz commanded. And king 
Ahaz cut off the borders of the bases, and removed the 
laver from off them; and took down the sea from off the 
brasen oxen that were under it, and put it upon a pave­
ment of stone. And the covered way for the sabbath that 
they had built in the house, and the king’s entry without, 
turned he unto the house of the LORD, because of the king 
of Assyria. Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which he 
did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Judah? And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and 
was buried with his fathers in the city of David: and 
Hezekiah his son reigned in his stead.

62. In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began 
Hoshea the son of Elah to reign in Samaria over Israel, 
and reigned nine years. And he did that which was evil
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in the sight of the LORD, yet not as the kings of Israel that 
were before him. Against him came up Shalmaneser king 
of Assyria; and Hoshea became his servant, 
and brought him presents. And the king of 
Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea; for he
had sent messengers to So king of Egypt, and offered no 
present to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year : 
therefore the king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him 
in prison. Then the king of Assyria came up throughout 
all the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three 
years. In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria 
took Samaria, and carried Israel away unto Assyria, and 
placed them in Halah, and in Habor, on the river of Gozan, 
and in the cities of the Medes.

63. And it was so, because the children of Israel had 
sinned against the LORD their God, which brought them 
up out of the land of Egypt from under the
/ , f c x j FaH of Israelhand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared
other gods, and walked in the statutes of the nations, 
whom the LORD cast out from before the children of 
Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they made. 
And the children of Israel did secretly things that were 
not right against the LORD their God, and they built 
them high places in all their cities, from the tower of the 
watchmen to the fenced city. And they set them up pillars 
and Asherim upon every high hill, and under every green 
tree: and there they burnt incense in all the high places,
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as did the nations whom the LORD carried away before 
them ; and wrought wicked things to provoke the LORD to 
anger: and they served idols, whereof the LORD had said 
unto them, Ye shall not do this thing. Yet the LORD 
testified unto Israel, and unto Judah, by the hand of every 
prophet, and of every seer, saying, Turn ye from your evil 
ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes, ac­
cording to all the law which I commanded your fathers, 
and which I sent to you by the hand of my servants the 
prophets. Notwithstanding they would not hear, but 
hardened their neck, like to the neck of their fathers, who 
believed not in the LORD their God. And they rejected 
his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their 
fathers, and his testimonies which he testified unto them; 
and they followed vanity, and became vain, and went after 
the nations that were round about them, concerning whom 
the LORD had charged them that they should not do like 
them. And they forsook all the commandments of the 
LORD their God, and made them molten images, even two 
calves, and made an Asherah, and worshipped all the host of 
heaven, and served Baal. And they caused their sons and 
their daughters to pass through the fire, and used divination 
and enchantments, and sold themselves to do that which 
was evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger. 
Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and re­
moved them out of his sight: there was none left but the 
tribe of Judah only. Also Judah kept not the command- 
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merits of the LORD their God, but walked in the statutes 
of Israel which they made. And the LORD rejected all the 
seed of Israel, and afflicted them, and delivered them into 
the hand of spoilers, until he had cast them out of his 
sight. For he rent Israel from the house of David; and 
they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king : and Jeroboam 
drave Israel from following the LORD, and made them sin 
a great sin. And the children of Israel ,walked in all the 
sins of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from 
them; until the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as 
he spake by the hand of all his servants the prophets. So 
Israel was carried away out of their own land to Assyria, 
unto this day.

And the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, 
and from Cuthah, and from Awa, and from Hamath and 
Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria in­
stead of the children of Israel: and they possessed Sama­
ria, and dwelt in the cities thereof. And so it was, at 
the beginning of their dwelling there, that they feared not 
the LORD : therefore the LORD sent lions among them, 
which killed some of them. Wherefore they spake to the 
king of Assyria, saying, The nations which thou hast car­
ried away, and placed in the cities of Samaria, know not 
the manner of the God of the land : therefore he hath sent 
lions among them, and, behold, they slay them, because 
they know not the manner of the God of the land. Then 
the king of Assyria commanded, saying, Carry thither one 
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of the priests whom ye brought from thence ; and let them 
go and dwell there, and let him teach them the manner of the 
God of the land. So one of the priests whom they had 
carried away from Samaria came and dwelt in Beth-el, and 
taught them how they should fear the LORD. Howbeit 
every nation made gods of their own, and put them in the 
houses of the high places which the Samaritans had made, 
every nation in their cities wherein they dwelt. And the 
men of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, and the men of 
Cuth made Nergal, and the men of Hamath made Ashima, 
and the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the Sephar- 
vites burnt their children in the fire to Adrammelech and 
Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim. So they feared 
the LORD, and made unto them from among themselves 
priests of the high places, which sacrificed for them in the 
houses of the high places. They feared the LORD, and 
served their own gods, after the manner of the nations 
from among whom they had been carried away. Unto 
this day they do after the former manners: they fear not 
the LORD, neither do they after their statutes, or after 
their ordinances, or after the law or after the command­
ment which the LORD commanded the children of Jacob, 
whom he named Israel; with whom the LORD had made 
a covenant, and charged them, saying, Ye shall not fear 
other gods, nor bow yourselves to them, nor serve them, 
nor sacrifice to them : but the LORD, who brought you up 
out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
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stretched out arm, him shall ye fear, and unto him shall 
ye bow yourselves, and to him shall ye sacrifice: and the 
statutes and the ordinances, and the law and the com­
mandment, which he wrote for you, ye shall observe to do 
for evermore; and ye shall not fear other gods: and the 
covenant that I have made with you ye shall not forget; 
neither shall ye fear other gods : but the LORD your God 
shall ye fear; and he shall deliver you out of the hand of 
all your enemies. Howbeit they did not hearken, but they 
did after their former manner. So these nations feared 
the LORD, and served their graven images ; their children 
likewise, and their children’s children, as did their fathers, 
so do they unto this day.
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BOOK X

THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH TO ITS 
CAPTIVITY



i. Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son 
of Elah king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king 
of Judah began to reign. Twenty and five years old was 
he when he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and 
nine years in Jerusalem : and his mother’s name was Abi 
the daughter of Zechariah. And he did that which was 
right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that David 
his father had done. He removed the high places, and 
brake the pillars, and cut down the Asherah : and he brake 
in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made; for 
unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to 
it; and it was called Nehushtan. He trusted in the LORD, 
the God of Israel; so that after him was none like him 
among all the kings of Judah, nor among them that were 
before him. For he clave to the LORD, he departed not 
from following him, but kept his commandments, which 
the LORD commanded Moses. And the LORD was with 
him; whithersoever he went forth he prospered: and he 
rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not. 
He smote the Philistines unto Gaza and the borders 
thereof, from the tower of the watchmen to the fenced 
city.

2. And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Heze­
kiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah 
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king of Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up 
against Samaria, and besieged it. And at the end of three 
years they took it: even in the sixth year of Hezekiah, 
which was the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Sama­
ria was taken. And the king of Assyria carried Israel 
away unto Assyria, and put them in Halah, and in Habor, 
on the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes: be­
cause they obeyed not the voice of the LORD their God, 
but transgressed his covenant, even all that Moses the 
servant of the LORD commanded, and would not hear it, 
nor do it.

3. Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did 
Sennacherib king of Assyria come up against all the fenced 
cities of Judah, and took them. And Hezekiah king of 
Judah sent to the king of Assyria to Lachish, saying, I 
have offended; return from me: that which thou puttest 
on me will I bear. And the king of Assyria appointed 
unto Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of 
silver and thirty talents of gold. And Hezekiah gave 
him all the silver that was found in the house of the 
LORD, and in the treasures of the king’s house. At that 
time did Hezekiah cut off the gold from the doors of the 
temple of the LORD, and from the pillars which Hezekiah 
king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the king of 
Assyria. And the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rab- 
saris and Rabshakeh from Lachish to king Hezekiah with 
a great army unto Jerusalem. And they went up and came 
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to Jerusalem. And when they were come up, they came 
and stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is in the 
high way of the fuller’s field. And when they had called 
to the king, there came out to them Eliakim the son of 
Hilkiah, which was over the household, and Shebnah the 
scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder. And 
Rabshakeh said unto them, Say ye now to Hezekiah, 
Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What con­
fidence is this wherein thou trustest? Thou sayest, but 
they are but vain words, There is counsel and strength for 
the war. Now on whom dost thou trust, that thou hast 
rebelled against me ? Now, behold, thou trustest upon the 
staff of this bruised reed, even upon Egypt; whereon if a 
man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is 
Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that trust on him. But if 
ye say unto me, We trust in the LORD our God: is not 
that he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah 
hath taken away, and hath said to Judah and to Jerusalem, 
Ye shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem? Now 
therefore, I pray thee, give pledges to my master the king 
of Assyria, and I will give thee two thousand horses, if 
thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them. How 
then canst thou turn away the face of one captain of the 
least of my master’s servants, and put thy trust on Egypt 
for chariots and for horsemen ? Am I now come up with­
out the LORD against this place to destroy it ? The LORD 
said unto me, Go up against this land, and destroy it.
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Then said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and Shebnah, and 
Joah, unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, to thy servants 
in the Syrian language; for we understand it: and speak 
not with us in the Jews’ language, in the ears of the peo- 
pie that are on the wall. But Rabshakeh said unto them, 
Hath my master sent me to thy master, and to thee, to 
speak these words? hath he not sent me to the men which 
sit on the wall, to eat their own dung, and to drink their 
own water with you? Then Rabshakeh stood, and cried 
with a loud voice in the Jews’ language, and spake, saying, 
Hear ye the word of the great king, the king of Assyria. 
Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you; for 
he shall not be able to deliver you out of his hand : neither 
let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, the LORD 
will surely deliver us, and this city shall not be given into 
the hand of the king of Assyria. Hearken not to Heze­
kiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make your peace 
with me, and come out to me ; and eat ye every one of his 
vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one 
the waters of his own cistern ; until I come and take you 
away to a land like your own land, a land of corn and 
wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of oil olive 
and of honey, that ye may live, and not die! and hearken 
not unto Hezekiah, when he persuadeth you, saying, The 
LORD will deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations 
ever delivered his land out of the hand of the king of 
Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad?
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where are the gods of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivvah? 
have they delivered Samaria out of my hand ? Who are 
they among all the gods of the countries, that have de­
livered their country out of my hand, that the LORD 
should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? But the peo- 
pie held their peace, and answered him not a word : for 
the king’s commandment was, saying, Answer him not. 
Then came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over 
the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son 
of Asaph the recorder, to Hezekiah with their clothes 
rent, and told him the words of Rabshakeh.

And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that 
he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, 
and went into the house of the LORD. And he sent 
Eliakim, which was over the household, and Shebna the 
scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, 
unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. And they said 
unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of 
trouble, and of rebuke, and of contumely: for the children 
are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring 
forth. It may be the LORD thy God will hear all the 
words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his mas­
ter hath sent to reproach the living God, and will rebuke 
the words which the LORD thy God hath heard : where­
fore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is left. So the 
servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. And Isaiah 
said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master, Thus 
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saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast 
heard, wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria have 
blasphemed me. Behold, I will put a spirit in him, and 
he shall hear a rumour, and shall return to his own land ; 
and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.

So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria 
warring against Libnah : for he had heard that he was 
departed from Lachish. And when he heard say of Tir- 
hakah king of Ethiopia, Behold, he is come out to fight 
against thee: he sent messengers again unto Hezekiah, 
saying, Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, 
saying, Let not thy God in whom thou trustest deceive 
thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand 
of the king of Assyria. Behold, thou hast heard what 
the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, by destroying 
them utterly: and shalt thou be delivered? Have the 
gods of the nations delivered them, which my fathers 
have destroyed, Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the 
children of Eden which were in Telassar? Where is the 
king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the king of 
the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivvah? And Heze­
kiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, 
and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the 
LORD, and spread it before the LORD. And Hezekiah 
prayed before the LORD, and said, O LORD, the God of 
Israel, that sittest upon the cherubim, thou art the God, 
even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth ; thou 
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hast made heaven and earth. Incline thine ear, O LORD, 
and hear; open thine eyes, O LORD, and see: and hear 
the words of Sennacherib, wherewith he hath sent him to 
reproach the living God. Of a truth, LORD, the kings of 
Assyria have laid waste the nations and their lands, and 
have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, 
but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone : therefore 
they have destroyed them. Now therefore, O LORD our 
God, save thou us, I beseech thee, out of his hand, that 
all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the 
LORD God, even thou only.

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, 
Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, Whereas thou 
hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, I 
have heard thee. This is the word that the LORD hath 
spoken concerning him : The virgin daughter of Zion hath 
despised thee and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter 
of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. Whom hast 
thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast 
thou exalted thy voice and lifted up thine eyes on high ? 
even against the Holy One of Israel. By thy messengers 
thou hast reproached the Lord, and hast said, With the 
multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height of 
the mountains, to the innermost parts of Lebanon; and I 
will cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir 
trees thereof: and I will enter into his farthest lodging 
place, the forest of his fruitful field. I have digged and 
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drunk strange waters, and with the sole of my feet will I 
dry up all the rivers of Egypt. Hast thou not heard how 
I have done it long ago, and formed it of ancient times? 
now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to 
lay waste fenced cities into ruinous heaps. Therefore 
their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed 
and confounded; they were as the grass of the field, and 
as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as 
corn blasted before it be grown up. But I kn0λv thy sit­
ting down, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy 
raging against me. Because of thy raging against me, 
and for that thine arrogancy is come up into mine ears, 
therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in 
thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which 
thou earnest. And this shall be the sign unto thee: ye 
shall eat this year that which groweth of itself, and in the 
second year that which springeth of the same ; and in the 
third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat 
the fruit thereof. And the remnant that is escaped of the 
house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear 
fruit upward. For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a rem­
nant, and out of mount Zion they that shall escape: the 
zeal of the LORD shall perform this. Therefore thus saith 
the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not 
come unto this city, nor shoot an arrow there, neither shall 
he come before it with shield, nor cast a mount against it. 
By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and
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he shall not come unto this city, saith the LORD. For I 
will defend this city to save it, for mine own sake, and for 
my servant David’s sake.

And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the 
LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians 
an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when men 
arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead 
corpses. So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and 
went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it came 
to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch 
his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer smote him with 
the sword : and they escaped into the land of Ararat. 
And Esar-haddon his son reigned in his stead.

4. In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And 
Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him, and said 
unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order; 
for thou shalt die, and not live. Then he turned his face 
to the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, saying, Remember 
now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have walked before 
thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that 
which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. 
And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the 
middle part of the city, that the word of the LORD came 
to him, saying, Turn again, and say to Hezekiah the prince 
of my people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy 
father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears : be­
hold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up 

R 241 



Book X Bible History

unto the house of the LORD. And I will add unto thy 
days fifteen years: and I will deliver thee and this city out 
of the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend 
this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David’s 
sake. And Isaiah said, Take a cake of figs. And they 
took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered. And 
Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the sign that 
the LORD will heal me, and that I shall go up unto the 
house of the LORD the third day? And Isaiah said, This 
shall be the sign unto thee from the LORD, that the LORD 
will do the thing that he hath spoken : shall the shadow 
go forward ten steps, or go back ten steps ? And Heze­
kiah answered, It is a light thing for the shadow to decline 
ten steps: nay, but let the shadow return backward ten 
steps. And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the LORD : and 
he brought the shadow ten steps backward, by which it 
had gone down on the dial of Ahaz.

At that time Berodach-baladan the son of Baladan, 
king of Babylon, sent letters and a present unto Hezekiah : 
for he had heard that Hezekiah had been sick. And 
Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and shewed them all the 
house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and 
the spices, and the precious oil, and the house of his 
armour, and all that was found in his treasures : there was 
nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Heze­
kiah shewed them not. Then came Isaiah the prophet 
unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these O' '
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men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Heze­
kiah said, They are come from a far country, even from 
Babylon. And he said, What have they seen in thine 
house? And Hezekiah answered, All that is in mine 
house have they seen: there is nothing among my treas­
ures that I have not shewed them. And Isaiah said unto 
Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD. Behold, the days 
come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy 
fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried 
to Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the LORD. And 
of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt 
beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in 
the palace of the king of Babylon. Then said Hezekiah 
unto Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD which thou 
hast spoken. He said moreover, Is it not so, if peace and 
truth shall be in my days ?

Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his might, 
and how he made the pool, and the conduit, and brought 
water into the city, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah? And Hezekiah slept 
with his fathers: and Manasseh his son reigned in his 
stead.

5. Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to 
reign; and he reigned five and fifty years in Jerusalem: 
and his mother’s name was Hephzi-bah. And he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the LORD, after the abomi­
nations of the heathen, whom the LORD cast out before 
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the children of Israel. For he built again the high places 
which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he reared 
up altars for Baal, and made an Asherah, as did Ahab king 
of Israel, and worshipped all the host of heaven, and 
served them. And he built altars in the house of the 
LORD, whereof the LORD said, in Jerusalem will I put my 
name. And he built altars for all the host of heaven in 
the two courts of the house of the LORD. And he made 
his son to pass through the fire, and practised augury, and 
used enchantments, and dealt with them that had familiar 
spirits, and with wizards: he wrought much evil in the 
sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger. And he set 
the graven image of Asherah, that he had made, in the 
house of which the LORD said to David and to Solomon 
his son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have 
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, will I put my name 
for ever: neither will I cause the feet of Israel to wander 
any more out of the land which I gave their fathers; if 
only they will observe to do according to all that I have 
commanded them, and according to all the law that my 
servant Moses commanded them. But they hearkened 
not: and Manasseh seduced them to do that which is evil 
more than did the nations, whom the LORD destroyed be­
fore the children of Israel. And the LORD spake by his 
servants the prophets, saying, Because Manasseh king of 
Judah hath done these abominations, and hath done wick­
edly above all that the Amorites did, which were before
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him, and hath made Judah also to sin with his idols: 
therefore thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, Behold, 
I bring such evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whoso­
ever heareth of it, both his ears shall tingle. And I will 
stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the plum­
met of the house of Ahab: and I will wipe Jerusalem as 
a man wipeth a dish, wiping it and turning it upside down. 
And I will cast off the remnant of mine inheritance, and 
deliver them into the hand of their enemies; and they 
shall become a prey and a spoil to all their enemies; be­
cause they have done that which is evil in my sight, and 
have provoked me to anger, since the day their fathers 
came forth out of Egypt, even unto this day. Moreover 
Manasseh shed innocent blood very much, till he had 
filled Jerusalem from one end to another; beside his sin 
wherewith he made Judah to sin, in doing that which was 
evil in the sight of the LORD. Now the rest of the acts 
of Manasseh, and all that he did, and his sin that he 
sinned, are they not written in the book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Judah? And Manasseh slept with his 
fathers, and was buried in the garden of his own house, 
in the garden of Uzza: and Amon his son reigned in his 
stead.

6. Amon was twenty and two years old when he began 
to reign; and he reigned two years in Jerusalem : and his 
mother's name was Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz 
of Jotbah. And he did that which was evil in the sight
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of the LORD, as did Manasseh his father. And he walked 
in all the way that his father walked in, and served the 
idols that his father served, and worshipped them: and 
he forsook the LORD, the God of his fathers, and walked 
not in the way of the LORD. And the servants of Amon 
conspired against him, and put the king to death in his 
own house. But the people of the land slew all them that 
had conspired against king Amon : and the people of the 
land made Josiah his son king in his stead. Now the rest 
of the acts of Amon which he did, are they not written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And 
he was buried in his sepulchre in the garden of Uzza: and 
Josiah his son reigned in his stead.

7. Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign; 
and he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem: and 
his mother's name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah 
of Bozkath. And he did that which was right in the 
eyes of the LORD. and walked in all the way of David his 
father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the 
left.

8. And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king 
Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, the 
son of Mcshullam, the scribe, to the house of the LORD, 
saying, Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum 
the money which is brought into the house of the LORD, 
which the keepers of the door have gathered of the people : 
and let them deliver it into the hand of the workmen
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that have the oversight of the house of the LORD : and 
let them give it to the workmen which are in the house 
of the LORD, to repair the breaches of the house ; unto the 
carpenters, and to the builders, and to the masons; and 
for buying timber and hewn stone to repair the house. 
Howbeit there was no reckoning made with them of the 
money that was delivered into their hand; for they dealt 
faithfully. And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan 
the scribe, I have found the book of the law in the house 
of the LORD. And Hilkiah delivered the book to Sha- 
phan, and he read it. And Shaphan the scribe came to 
the king, and brought the king word again, and said, Thy 
servants have emptied out the money that was found in 
the house, and have delivered it into the hand of the work­
men that have the oversight of the house of the LORD. 
And Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, Hilkiah the 
priest hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan read it 
before the king. And it came to pass, when the king had 
heard the words of the book of the law, that he rent his 
clothes. And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, 
and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of 
Micaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king's 
servant, saying, Go ye, inquire of the LORD for me, and 
for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of 
this book that is found: for great is the wrath of the LORD 
that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not 
hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according 
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unto all that which is written concerning us. So Hilkiah 
the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and 
Asaiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of 
Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of 
the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the second 
quarter;) and they communed with her. And she said 
unto them, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel: Tell 
ye the man that sent you unto me, Thus saith the LORD, 
Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the 
inhabitants thereof, even all the words of the book which 
the king of Judah hath read: because they have forsaken 
me, and have burned incense unto other gods, that they 
might provoke me to anger with all the work of their 
hands; therefore my wrath shall be kindled against this 
place, and it shall not be quenched. But unto the king of 
Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, thus shall ye 
say to him, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel: As 
touching the words which thou hast heard, because thine 
heart was tender, and thou didst humble thyself before the 
LORD, when thou heardest what I spake against this place, 
and against the inhabitants thereof, that they should be­
come a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, 
and wept before me; I also have heard thee, saith the 
LORD. Therefore, behold. I will gather thee to thy 
fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, 
neither shall thine eyes see all the evil which I will bring 
upon this place. And they brought the king word again.
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And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the 
elders of Judah and of Jerusalem. And the king went 
up to the house of the LORD, and all the men of Judah 
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the 
priests, and the prophets, and all the people, both small 
and great: and he read in their ears all the words of the 
book of the covenant which was found in the house of 
the LORD. And the king stood by the pillar, and made 
a covenant before the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and 
to keep his commandments, and his testimonies, and his 
statutes, with all his heart, and all his soul, to confirm the 
words of this covenant that were written in this book: 
and all the people stood to the covenant. And the king 
commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the priests of the 
second order, and the keepers of the door, to bring forth 
out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels that were 
made for Baal, and for the Asherah, and for all the host 
of heaven : and he burned them without Jerusalem in the 
fields of Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto 
Beth-el. And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom 
the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the 
high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round 
about Jerusalem ; them also that burned incense unto Baal, 
to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all 
the host of heaven. And he brought out the Asherah 
from the house of the LORD, without Jerusalem, unto the 
brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and 
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stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof 
upon the graves of the common people. And he brake 
down the houses of the sodomites, that were in the house 
of the LORD, where the women wove hangings for the 
Asherah. And he brought all the priests out of the cities 
of Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests 
had burned incense, from Geba to Beer-sheba; and he 
brake down the high places of the gates that were at the 
entering in of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, 
which were on a man's left hand at the gate of the city. 
Nevertheless the priests of the high places came not up 
to the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, but they did eat 
unleavened bread among their brethren. And he defiled 
Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of Hinnom, 
that no man might make his son or his daughter to pass 
through the fire of Molech. And he took away the horses 
that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the 
entering in of the house of the LORD, by the chamber 
of Nathan-melech the chamberlain, which was in the pre­
cincts ; and he burned the chariots of the sun with fire. 
And the altars that were on the roof of the upper chamber 
of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the 
altars which Manasseh had made in the two courts of the 
house of the LORD, did the king break down, and beat 
them down from thence, and cast the dust of them into 
the brook Kidron. And the high places that were before 
Jerusalem, which were on the right hand of the mount of
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corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had builded 
for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians, and for 
Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Milcom the 
abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile. 
And he brake in pieces the pillars, and cut down the 
Asherim, and filled their places with the bones of men. 
Moreover the altar that was at Beth-el, and the high place 
fhich Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, 
had made, even that altar and the high place he brake down; 
and he burned the high place and stamped it small to pow­
der, and burned the Asherah. And as Josiah turned him­
self, he spied the sepulchres that were there in the mount; 
and he sent, and took the bones out of the sepulchres, and 
burned them upon the altar, and defiled it, according to 
the word of the LORD which the man of God proclaimed, 
who proclaimed these things. Then he said, What monu­
ment is that which I see? And the men of the city told 
him, It is the sepulchre of the man of God, which came 
from Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou hast 
done against the altar of Beth-el. And he said, Let him 
be; let no man move his bones. So they let his bones 
alone, with the bones of the prophet that came out of 
Samaria. And all the houses also of the high places that 
were in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel 
had made to provoke the LORD to anger, Josiah took away, 
and did to them according to all the acts that he had 
done in Beth-el. And he slew all the priests of the high 
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places that were there, upon the altars, and burned men’s 
bones upon them ; and he returned to Jerusalem.

And the king commanded all the people, saying. Keep 
the passover unto the LORD your God, as it is written in 
this book of the covenant. Surely there was not kept 
such a passover from the days of the judges that judged 
Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel, nor of 
the kings of Judah; but in the eighteenth year of king 
Josiah was this passover kept to the LORD in Jerusalem. 
Moreover them that had familiar spirits, and the wizards, 
and the teraphim, and the idols, and all the abominations 
that were spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did 
Josiah put away, that he might confirm the words of the 
law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest 
found in the house of the LORD. And like unto him was 
there no king before him, that turned to the LORD with 
all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, 
according to all the law of Moses ; neither after him arose 
there any like him. Notwithstanding the LORD turned 
not from the fierceness of his great wrath, wherewith his 
anger was kindled against Judah, because of all the provo­
cations that Manasseh had provoked him writhal. And 
the LORD said, I will remove Judah also out of my sight, 
as I have removed Israel, and I will cast off this city which 
I have chosen, even Jerusalem, and the house of which I 
said, My name shall be there.

9. Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that he 
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did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Judah? In his days Pharaoh-necoh king 
of Egypt went up against the king of Assyria to the river 
Euphrates: and king Josiah went against him; and he 
slew him at Megiddo, when he had seen him. And his 
servants carried him in a chariot dead from Megiddo, and 
brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his own 
sepulchre. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz the 
son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in 
his father’s stead.

io. Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he 
began to reign ; and he reigned three months in Jerusalem : 
and his mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of 
Jeremiah of Libnah. And he did that which was evil in 
the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers 
had done. And Pharaoh-necoh put him in bands at Riblah 
in the land of Hamath, that he might not reign in Jerusa­
lem; and put the land to a tribute of an hundred talents 
of silver, and a talent of gold. And Pharaoh-necoh made 
Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah his 
father, and changed his name to Jehoiakim : but he took 
Jehoahaz away; and he came to Egypt, and died there. 
And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh; 
but he taxed the land to give the money according to the 
commandment of Pharaoh : he exacted the silver and the 
gold of the people of the land, of every one according to 
his taxation, to give it unto Pharaoh-necoh.
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11. Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he 
began to reign ; and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem : 
and his mother’s name was Zebidah the daughter of 
Pedaiah of Rumah. And he did that which was evil in 
the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers 
had done. In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant three years: 
then he turned and rebelled against him. And the LORD 
sent against him bands of the Chaldeans, and bands of 
the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the 
children of Ammon, and sent them against Judah to 
destroy it, according to the word of the LORD, which he 
spake by the hand of his servants the prophets. Surely 
at the commandment of the LORD came this upon Judah, 
to remove them out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, 
according to all that he did; and also for the innocent 
blood that he shed; for he filled Jerusalem with innocent 
blood: and the LORD would not pardon. Now the rest 
of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of the king's of 
Judah? So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers: and Jehoi- 
achin his son reigned in his stead. And the king of 
Egypt came not again any more out of his land: for 
the king of Babylon had taken, from the brook of Egypt 
unto the river Euphrates, all that pertained to the king 
of Egypt.

12. Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began 
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to reign ; and he reigned in Jerusalem three months : and 
his mother’s name was Nehushta the daughter of Elnathan 
of Jerusalem. And he did that which was evil in the sight 
of the LORD, according to all that his father had done. 
At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon came up to Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 
And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came unto the city, 
while his servants were besieging it; and Jehoiachin the 
king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he, and 
his mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his 
officers: and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth 
year of his reign. And he carried out thence all the 
treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of 
the king’s house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold 
which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple 
of the LORD, as the LORD had said. And he carried away 
all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men 
of valour, even ten thousand captives, and all the crafts­
men and the smiths; none remained, save the poorest 
sort of the people of the land. A.nd he carried away 
Jehoiachin to Babylon; and the king’s mother, and the 
king’s wives, and his officers, and the chief men of the 
land, carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. 
And all the men of might, even seven thousand, and the 
craftsmen and the smiths a thousand, all of them strong 
and apt for war, even them the king of Babylon brought 
captive to Babylon. And the king of Babylon made 
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Mattaniah his father’s brother king in his stead, and 
changed his name to Zedekiah.

13. Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he 
began to reign ; and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem : 
and his mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of Jere­
miah of Libnah. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the LORD, according to all that Jehoiakim had 
done. For through the anger of the LORD did it come to 
pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until he had cast them out 
from his presence : and Zedekiah rebelled against the king 
of Babylon. And it came to pass in the ninth year of his 
reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, 
that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his 
army, against Jerusalem, and encamped against it; and 
they built forts against it round about. So the city was 
besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. On 
the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was sore in 
the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the 
land. Then a breach was made in the city, and all the 
men of war fled by night by the way of the gate between 
the two walls, which was by the king’s garden: (now the 
Chaldeans were against the city round about:) and the 
king went by the way of the Arabah. But the army of 
the Chaldeans pursued after the king, and overtook him 
in the plains of Jericho: and all his army was scattered 
from him. Then they took the king, and carried him up 
unto the king of Babylon to Riblah ; and they gave judge-
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ment upon him. And they slew the sons of Zedekiah 
before his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and 
bound him in fetters, and carried him to Babylon.

Now in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the 
month, which was the nineteenth year of king Nebuchad­
nezzar, king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan the captain of 
the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusa­
lem : and he burnt the house of the LORD, and the king’s 
house; and all the houses of Jerusalem, even every great 
house, burnt he with fire. And all the army of the Chai­
deans, that were with the captain of the guard, brake down 
the walls of Jerusalem round about. And the residue of 
the people that were left in the city, and those that fell 
away, that fell to the king of Babylon, and the residue of 
the multitude, did Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard 
carry away captive. But the captain of the guard left of 
the poorest of the land to be vinedressers and husband­
men. And the pillars of brass that were in the house of 
the LORD, and the bases and the brasen sea that were in 
the house of the LORD, did the Chaldeans break in pieces, 
and carry the brass of them to Babylon. And the pots, 
and the shovels, and the snuffers. and the spoons, and all 
the vessels of brass wherewith they ministered, took they 
away. And the firepans, and the basons ; that which was 
of gold, in gold, and that which was of silver, in silver, the 
captain of the guard took away. The two pillars, the one 
sea, and the bases, which Solomon had made for the house 

s 257



Book X Bible History

of the LORD ; the brass of all these vessels was without 
weight. The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, 
and a chapiter of brass was upon it: and the height of the 
chapiter was three cubits; with network and pomegranates 
upon the chapiter round about, all of brass : and like unto 
these had the second pillar with network. And the cap­
tain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zepha­
niah the second priest, and the three keepers of the door: 
and out of the city he took an officer that was set over the 
men of war; and five men of them that saw the king’s face, 
which were found in the city; and the scribe, the captain 
of the host, which mustered the people of the land; and 
threescore men of the people of the land, that were found 
in the city. And Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard 
took them, and brought them to the king of Babylon to 
Riblah. And the king of Babylon smote them, and put 
them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah 
was carried away captive out of his land. And as for the 
people that were left in the land of Judah, whom Nebu­
chadnezzar king of Babylon had left, even over them he 
made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, 
governor.

Now when all the captains of the forces, they and their 
men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah 
governor, they came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and 
Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaaza- 
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niah the son of the Maacathite, they and their men. And 
Gedaliah sware to them and to their men, and said unto 
them, Fear not because of the servants of the Chaldeans: 
dwell in the land, and serve the king of Babylon, and it 
shall be well with you. But it came to pass in the seventh 
month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of 
Elishama, of the seed royal, came, and ten men with him, 
and smote Gedaliah, that he died, and the Jews and the 
Chaldeans that were with him at Mizpah. And all the peo- 
pie, both small and great, and the captains of the forces, 
arose, and came to Egypt: for they were afraid of the 
Chaldeans.

And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of 
the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth 
month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, that 
Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he began 
to reign, did lift up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah 
out of prison; and he spake kindly to him, and set his 
throne above the throne of the kings that were with him 
in Babylon. And he changed his prison garments, and 
did eat bread before him continually all the days of his 
life. And for his allowance, there was a continual allow­
ance given him of the king, every day a portion, all the 
days of his life.
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BOOK VIII

Arrangement of the Book. Book VIII falls into two main 
sections: the reign of David (sections 1 to xvii), the succession 
and reign of Solomon (sections 18 to 33). The sections further 
group themselves as shown below.

1 to 8. The consolidation of the kingdom under David. Re­
lations with the house of Saul (1 and 8) — capture of Jerusa­
lem, and inauguration of the capital and the Divine service (2, 
י 5י 36 ) — Philistine and general wars (4 and 7).

Pages 12, 13 : footnotes. These are two sentences isolated 
from the narrative: the first, apparently, is suggested by the 
mention of Ishbosheth as Saul’s son without any notice being 
taken of children of Jonathan; the second seems to be inter­
jected to explain how a Beerothite can be mentioned among 
the children of Benjamin.

9 to xii. This group of sections deals with the history of the 
royal family. The affair of Bath-sheba brings a curse upon 
David in his household, which culminates in the elaborately 
narrated rebellion of Absalom. The Ammonite war is related 
here, and not with the other wars of the reign, because the mur­
der of Uriah is the circumstance which gives it its chief impor­
tance.

13 to xvii. Here we have memoirs of the reign of David not 
specifically dated. The poetical sections are in Antique Metre. 
(See Genesis volume, page 153.)
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18 to 20. The succession and marriage of Solomon.
21 to 23. A general view of Solomon on the throne: includ­

ing the wisdom which is his great distinction among the kings.
24 to 26. Solomon’s great achievement of the Temple. His 

intercourse with Hiram of Tyre is clearly connected with this.
27 to 29. Another view of Solomon in the fulness of his 

splendour, including the wisdom which is now famous enough 
to bring the distant queen of Sheba.

30 to 31. Solomon’s fall; followed (32, 33) by the revolt of 
the ten tribes.

BOOK IX

Arrangement of the Book. The arrangement of this com­
plex book has been fully discussed in the Introduction, pages 
ix-xiii. In accordance with the plan there outlined the sections 
should be grouped as follows:

Sections 1 to 12 : House of Jeroboam and worship of 
the calves of Beth-el, and various successors.

Sections 13 to 42: House of Omri, with the Baal wor­
ship of Ahab and Jezebel and the ministry of Elijah 
and Elisha, the whole culminating in the conspiracy 
of Jehu.

Sections 43 to 63 : Partial restoration of Judah, and Fall 
of Israel.

xxxix. It is to be noted that at this period Elisha appears as 
the prophet of Syria, as well as of Israel.
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BOOK X

Arrangement of the Book. The arrangement of this book 
is simple and straightforward, and no difficulties of a literary 
nature occur.

3, 4. Section 3 is substantially identical with a portion of the 
Book of Isaiah, relating the invasion of Sennacherib. The fol­
lowing section is largely the same as a portion of Isaiah; which 
however gives in addition the song of thanksgiving of Hezekiah 
after his recovery.

13. Considerable portions of this section are identical with 
portions of the Book of Jeremiah.
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